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The Theme: 
The Holy Spirit and the Lord
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The Text: 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me.

Lk. 4:18
The Thots:
Intro: Today is Whitsunday in the Christian Calendar. (See its meaning in REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK.)

It Commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. The Holy Spirit Played a very important Part in the life of the Lord Jesus when He was on earth and it does us well to meditate on this today.

A. When the Lord came to earth.

1. At His Birth: The Lord was Conceived of the Holy Spirit.

Mt. 1:18, 20
a. Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise…Mary…was found with child of the Holy Ghost.
b. Joseph…fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.
2. At His Baptism: God, the Father and the Holy Spirit Confirmed the role of the Son.
Mt. 3:16, 17
Jesus, when He was baptized… the Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon Him.

 And lo a voice from heaven, saying, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.
3. At the Beginning of His ministry the Spirit led the Lord to be Confronted by the devil. 
Mt. 4:1
Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the devil.
4. Later He read the Bible and Confirmed His anointing by the Spirit for His Public Ministry.
Lk. 4:18, 19
The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He hath anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor;
He hath sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, 
and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised,

to preach the acceptable year of the Lord.

B. When the Lord Continued His ministry on earth.
1. He Mentioned… the Spirit’s coming future role:
Jn. 16:8-11
a. When He is come, He will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment:

b. Of sin, because they believe not on Me;

c. Of righteousness, because I go to My Father, and ye see Me no more;

d. Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.
2. …The Spirit’s Mandate in the writing of Scripture: when He, the Spirit of truth is come…
Jn.16:13, 14
He would guide the apostles to write the Scriptures:
(II Pet. 1:20, 21)
[Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private interpretation…
but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.]
a. The Gospels:
He shall glorify Me (Christ): for He shall receive of Mine, and shall show it unto you.

  Cf. He shall…bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.
14:26
b. The Epistles: 
He will guide you into all truth…

c. Revelation:
He will show you things to Come.

.

3. …The Spirit’s Ministry on earth in relation to the Lord’s absent Self in future.

a. He would send the Spirit to minister in His Stead: 
It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you;
but if I depart, I will send Him unto you… He shall testify of Me.
Jn. 16:8; 15:26
b. The Spirit was Sent for His disciples’ Sake: the Holy Ghost…, He shall teach you all things, 
and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I have said unto you.
Jn. 14:2
C. When the Lord would be Crucified and leave the earth.
1. The Sprit had a part Leading Him to the cross.
Heb. 9:14
How much more shall the blood of Christ, Who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself 
without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
2. The Spirit had a part in raising Him to Life from the dead.
Rom. 1:4
Declared to be the Son of God…, according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead
3. The Spirit descended, when the Lord ascended to heaven, ten days later at Pentecost.
Acts 1:10; 2:1, 4
a. The Lord’s Ascent: they looked stedfastly toward heaven as He went up.

b. The Spirit’s Descent: when the day of Pentecost was fully come… they were all filled with the Holy Ghost

c. Thus, the Lord’s Promise of what was Expedient: 
Jn. 16:7
It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; 
but if I depart, I will send Him unto you.
Conclusion:
Jesus, I will ponder now On Your holy Passion;
Let Your Spirit now endow Me for meditation. 
Sig​is​mund von Bir​ken
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1. Whitsunday, as Lent, Easter and Christmas, etc. are not biblical terms,
 but they are used widely in the Christian world. What is Whitsunday?
Here is what Encyclopædia Britannica says about Whitsunday:
It is also called Pentecost (from Greek pentecostē, “50th day”), major festival in the Christian church, celebrated on the Sunday that falls on the 50th day after Easter. It commemorates the descent of the Holy Spirit on the disciples, which occurred on the Jewish Pentecost, after the Death, Resurrection, and Ascension of Jesus Christ (Acts of the Apostles, chapter 2), and it marks the beginning of the Christian church’s mission to the world.

Pentecost is a very important day not only to Israel but also for the Church.

For Israel it was one of the three compulsory annual festivals that all males must attend at Jerusalem:

Three times in a year shall all thy males appear before the LORD thy God in the place which He shall choose; in the feast of unleavened bread, and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles: and they shall not appear before the LORD empty.
Deut. 16:16

Thus, Jesus was in Jerusalem (the place which He shall choose) for the Feast of Tabernacles (Jn. 7:10-8:59).  Then when He died on the Cross He was fulfilling his part of the Passover Lamb in the Feast of Passover.  For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.
I Cor. 5:7

Three days later Jesus rose again from the dead and for forty days He was seen of many witnesses:  

To whom also He showed Himself alive after His passion by many infallible proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the kingdom of God:

And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith He, ye have heard of Me. 

After this He ascended into heaven. 
Acts 1:3, 4, 9, 10

The disciples were told to remain in Jerusalem to keep the Feast of Pentecost and to wait for the Promise of the Father in sending the Holy Spirit. Thus, at Pentecost the Holy Spirit descended to earth to fill the Lord’s disciples and to empower them for witnessing. 
And they were all filled with the Holy Ghost.
Acts 2:4
Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto Me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.
Acts 1:8
Pentecost marked the birthday of the Church. With the Lord’s ascent into heaven and the Spirit’s descent to earth, the Spirit now leads and directs the church. He calls out His servants and sends them into the world empowered in His might to witness for the Lord. The power of the local church today depends on the Spirit-filled and Spirit-gifted leaders and members in the local church (I Cor. 12). 
Is your church a Spirit-empowered church?
REFLECT.
2. The Holy Spirit’s part in our Christian living has tremendous potential –
a. He seals us to give us the assurance of an eternal Salvation.
Eph. 1:13
you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed, you were marked in Him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit,

b. He indwells us to Sanctify us unto holy living for God.
II Cor. 3:16, 17

Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?

If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.

c. He infills and empowers us for Service unto God and to witness for Him.
Acts 1:8

Ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem,…Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

Be filled with the Spirit. Eph. 5:18. 
Are you experiencing the power of a Spirit-filled life?  
REFLECT
This Pentecost, yield yourself to His sovereign control.

