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The Theme: 
The Lord’s hand…and Arm
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save.

Isa. 59:1



Therefore His arm brought salvation unto Him.

Isa. 59:16
The Thots:


A. The Lord’s Hand could not save Outside His Own Self.
There is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.
Acts 4:12

1. Because the people were not Righteous – As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one
Rom. 3:10
For our transgressions are multiplied before Thee, and our sins testify against us:
for our transgressions are with us; and as for our iniquities, we know them.

Isa. 59:12
a. They were sinners – our sins testify against us.

Cf.  Your sins have hid His face from you, that He will not hear.

Isa. 59:2b
b. They were transgressors of God’s law – Our transgressions are multiplied before Thee.


Cf. Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law. I Jn. 3:4
c. Their iniquities had separated them from God – and as for our iniquities, we know them.


Cf. Your iniquities have separated between you and your God.

Isa. 59:2a
2. Because no one among them could Rescue them.
He saw that there was no one, He was appalled that there was no one to intervene.
Isa. 59:16a, NRSV
B. The Lord’s Arm could only Save and Sustain from within Himself.
Isa. 59:16b, NRSV
So His own arm worked salvation for Him, and His own righteousness sustained Him.
1. Thus, God was in Christ Reconciling the world unto Himself.
II Cor. 5:19
God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; 
and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.

2. Thus, God sent His Son to be the Ransom for us all.
I Tim. 2:5, 6

For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus;

Who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.

3. And Christ, Himself came of His own free will to Redeem us.
a. To do God’s Will when Sacrifices and offerings could not Suffice.
Heb. 10:5-7

Sacrifice and offering Thou wouldest not, but a body hast Thou prepared Me :…
Then said I, Lo, I come…to do Thy will, O God.

b. For the Son of Man came… to Serve, and to give his life a ransom for many.
Mk. 10:45, NIV
c. He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. 
Phil. 2:8b

C. The Lord’s own Hand and Arm one day will yet Stretch out to Save His people Israel.
Eze. 20:33-38
As I live, saith the Lord GOD, surely with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm, 
…will I rule over you: And I will bring you out from the people, and will gather you out of the countries wherein ye are scattered, with a mighty hand, and with a stretched out arm… And I will purge out from among you the rebels, and them that transgress against Me: I will bring them forth out of the country where they sojourn, and they shall not enter into the land of Israel: and ye shall know that I am the LORD.
1. His Promise: the Redeemer shall come….

Isa. 59:20, 21
2. To His People: to Zion, and unto them that turn from transgression in Jacob, saith the LORD
3. His Pledge: As for Me, this is My covenant with them, saith the LORD;


a. Re: His Spirit’s Presence: My Spirit that is upon thee,
b. Re: their Seed’s Preoccupation: 
My words which I have put in thy mouth, shall not depart out of thy mouth, 
nor out of the mouth of thy seed, nor out of the mouth of thy seed's seed, saith the LORD, 
c. Unto Perpetuity. from henceforth and for ever.

D. The Lord’s Command to Israel to Remember His Stretched out Hand and Arm of Redemption: Remember that thou wast a servant in the land of Egypt, and that the LORD thy God

 brought thee out thence through a mighty hand and by a stretched out arm:
therefore the LORD thy God commanded thee to keep the sabbath day.
Deut. 5:15
1. Note the Lord’s Command to  Israel to Remember 
cf. The Lord’s Command to His Church to Remember.
I Cor. 11:24, 25
2. Note the Lord’s Command to Remember their Redemption;
Cf. The Cup is My blood of the new testament…shed for many for the Remission of sins. Mt. 26:27, 28
3. Note the Lord’s Command to keep the Sabbath day on a Regular basis.
Cf. Upon the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break bread.
Acts 20:7 

Thine arm, O Lord, in days of old, was strong to heal and save

It triumphed o’er disease and death, o’er darkness and the grave…


Be Thou our great Deliverer still, Thou Lord of life and death;


Restore and quicken, soothe and bless, with Thine almighty breath.
Ed.  H. Plump​tre,
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK

R. 275
1. Anthropomorphism is the attribution of human characteristics to deity. 
The term derives from the combination of the Greek (ánthrōpos), "human" and (morphē), "shape" or "form".
The dictionary defines it as the representation of objects (especially a god) as having human form or traits
In our passage from Isa. 59 various references are made to God with human features.
For instance, 

v. 1 
- Behold, the LORD'S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save;

 neither His ear heavy, that it cannot hear:
v. 2 
- Your sins have hid His face from you, that He will not hear.
v. 16 
- Therefore His arm brought salvation unto Him;
v. 17 
- For He put on righteousness as a breastplate, and an helmet of salvation upon His head; and He put on the garments of vengeance for clothing, and was clad with zeal as a cloak.
Why did God describe His attitude towards His people in human terms? 

What did He want to convey to them by comparing Himself with having human features as they themselves? What was the Lord speaking to them in the above texts, and…
Refer back to the Rumination and REFLECT on what the Lord is speaking to you too?
Note: In the passage in Isa. 59, God also referred to the various parts of the human anatomy of His people. In Rom. 3 these same human parts are also referred to and compared to certain conditions that were existing then

For instance:
 
· For your hands are defiled with blood; your fingers with iniquity;
Isa. 59:3a, b 
· Their feet run to evil, and they make haste to shed innocent blood:
Isa. 59:7a
Cf. Their feet are swift to shed blood:
Rom. 3:15

· Your lips have spoken lies,

Isa. 59:3c
Cf. Their throat is an open sepulcher.
Rom. 3:13a

Cf. the poison of asps is under their lips.
Rom. 3:13c

· Your tongue hath muttered perverseness.

Isa. 59:3d
Cf. with their tongues they have used deceit
Rom. 3:13b

Cf. Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness:
Rom. 3:14
2. Sometimes God even compared His actions with those of human beings. 
For instance:

Psa. 103:13
- Like as a father pitieth his children, so the LORD pitieth them that fear Him.

Pro. 3:12 
- For whom the LORD loveth He correcteth; even as a father the son in   whom he delighteth.

Isa. 49:15 
- Can a woman forget her sucking child, that she should not have compassion on the son of her womb? 

yea, they may forget, yet will I not forget thee.

By comparing His character with what human beings normally would or would not do, what do you think God was trying to impress on those to whom He was speaking?

How do the above texts speak to you personally of God’s love for you? 

What aspects of that love you feel are being emphasized?
REFLECT.
