R274_ Rumination for 9th May, 2010  A Mother’s Day Rumination

by K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
The Call of Two Mothers.

The Text: 
Does not wisdom call out? ...
Pro. 8:1, 9:13-15, NRSV

The woman Folly is loud…She sits at the door of her house…calling out to those who pass by,
The Thots:


A. The Call of Mother Wisdom.
Pro. 8:1-5

1. Her Public Call: 
8:1-3

a. She is on the heights, beside the way, at the Crossroads she takes her stand;

b. She is at the Concourse: beside the gates in front of the town, at the entrance of the portals
c. She Cries out…Hear; for I will speak of excellent things;
8:6a
i. The opening of my lips shall be Right things.
8:6b
ii. All the words of my mouth are in Righteousness;
8:8

iii. For wisdom is better than Rubies;
8:11
and all the things that may be desired are not to be compared to it.

· May Wisdom ever characterise all mothers this way this day!
2. The People she Called:
8:4, 5
a. The Simple: 
O ye simple, understand wisdom: and, ye fools, be ye of an understanding heart.


Whoso is simple, let him turn in hither: 
9:4

Cp. 
God’s Call: Hath not God made foolish the wisdom of this world?
I Cor. 1:20


God’s Choice: God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise. 1:27

b. The Sons of man: "To you, O men, I call out; I raise my voice to all mankind.
8:4, NRSV
Cf. God’s Call to Man:
II Cor. 2:9, 10
Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, 
the things which God hath prepared for them that love Him.

But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit:

3. Her Proclaimed message:
9:4-6

a. Come, eat of my bread, and drink of the wine which I have mingled.
Compare Christ’s message:
Jn. 6:53, 54
i. Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you. 

Whoso eateth My flesh, and drinketh My blood, hath eternal life
ii. Jesus said unto them…he that cometh to Me shall never hunger; 
Jn. 6:35
and he that believeth on Me shall never thirst.
b. Forsake the foolish, and live; and go in the way of understanding.
Pro. 9:6
Compare Christ’s message: Then said Jesus unto His disciples,
Mt. 16:24

If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.
· Mother Wisdom’s Call today is for a return to the Preaching of the Cross – Christ and Him Crucified, which is the Wisdom of God and the Power of God unto salvation.
I Cor. 1:18, 23, 24
· The Church of God today should listen to Mother Wisdom’s Call.
B. The Call of Mother Folly
Pro. 9:13-15

The woman Folly is loud…She sits at the door of her house…calling out to those who pass by,
1. Her Call to those that Pass by.

a. The Person that she is:

i. She Cries aloud and is Clamourous - A foolish woman is clamorous:
9:13a

ii. She is simple, and knoweth nothing.
9:13b
b. The People whom she calls:

i. To the Simple: "You who are simple, turn in here!"
9:16a, NIV
ii. To those without Sense: And to those without sense she says, …
9:16b, NIV
c. Her Proclaimed Message:
9:17

i. Stolen waters are sweet, 
See Reflections below
ii. Bread eaten in Secret is pleasant.
See Reflections below
· May all mothers be wise to advise their children to avoid Mother Folly’s Message.
See above
2. The Consequence of responding to her Call:
9:18, NIV
a. They Go to where the Dead are…,
b. Her Guests are in the Depths of Sheol.
· Mother Folly Feints Wisdom and calls it Wisdom of Words, the “Wise”, the World, etc. and regards 

the Preaching of the Cross as Foolishness.  Her message is to those that Perish! 
I Cor. 1:18, 19, 21
On this Mother’s Day, Forsake the Foolish, and live; and go in the way of understanding.
Pro. 9:6

Be Wise and remember Christ and Him Crucified today!

But why should Christ be crucified, The One so holy, so divine?

It was for me, yes, even me, That Jesus died on Calvary;

My soul to cleanse from all its guilt, His precious blood my Savior spilt. 
George S. Smith
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 274

1. The Gist of the Message of Mother Folly is …
Pro. 9:17
a. Stolen waters are sweet.

b. Bread eaten in Secret is pleasant.
This is a Fatal Fascination. Frequently things that are stealthily done in secret 

and which are illegal hold a double attraction to those who do it. 

Firstly the thought of doing it alone or with a group without the knowledge of one’s legal guardians as parents, teachers, leaders in a church, etc. is itself a great challenge to the young and even older ones who are more adventurous. 

Hence we have secret deals, secret affairs, secret activities which one knows definitely to be wrong, yet one still participates in them.  

This is particularly true among the youths and even adults of today.

We find many juveniles taking drugs, smoking and drinking, involving themselves in sexual activities, peeping at pornographic materials when they are alone by themselves, or in their own company, away from their parents’ eyes. 
The very sad feature of these signs of the times is that these activities are indulged in by youths who seemingly are Christians or from Christian families.  The more they are driven to do all these things in secret, the sweeter and more pleasantly delicious they taste. 

Are Christian parents losing control of their children to bring them up to have the fear of the Lord and to walk in His ways? Who are at fault? 
Is it the parents spending too much time by themselves and leaving their children on their own or the children being allowed to listen to Mother Folly and her persuasions without counter-advice from Mother Wisdom? 

On this Mother’s Day, will the wise mother reading this 
REFLECT?

2. Today many assemblies and churches well-known for their emphasis on the Gospel to the effect that they held weekly Gospel Meetings and even call their gatherings Gospel Hall, Gospel Centre, Gospel…, etc. either do not hold such regular weekly Gospel meetings any more or opt for some alternative form of presenting the Gospel. Some meet with success with growth based on Mother’s Folly call, and using the wisdom of words, wisdom of men, wisdom of the “wise”, wisdom of this world and wisdom of this age to attract those that pass by. To them the preaching of the cross is foolishness. 
Others remain faithful to the wisdom of God in preaching the cross and Christ Crucified because they believe it is the demonstration of the power of God and of the Holy Spirit though sometimes numerically they have few to follow them. 

It does seem that when we preach the Gospel that holds promise to the increased possession of gold, silver and rubies, it attracts a greater crowd and conversely when one preaches the cross which is more precious than rubies the attraction is not that great.  

If you are an elder or pastor of a church which lead would you opt for – Mother Folly’s advice with resulting material prosperity or Mother Wisdom’s Advice with only Faithful and Fruitfulness of a spiritual nature to follow you?
REFLECT
