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The Theme: 
God with us in the Tabernacle
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
Behold, a virgin …shall bring forth a son, and they shall call His name 

Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.

Matt. 1:23
The Thots:


Intro.: God’s ultimate Purpose for His People will ever be:
And I will give them an heart to know Me, that I am the LORD: 
and they shall be My people, and I will be their God:
Jer. 24:7

A. God Among His People in the Tabernacle – 
Exo. 25:8
And let them make Me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them.

1. God Commanded the Construction of the Tabernacle that He might dwell among them.

2. His Constant presence was in the pillar of Cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night.

…The cloud abode thereon, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle.
Exo. 40:35
For the cloud of the LORD was upon the tabernacle by day, and fire was on it by night, 
in the sight of all the house of Israel, throughout all their journeys.
Exo. 40:38
3. He was at the Centre of their life as the Tabernacle was in the midst of their Camp.


But thou shalt appoint the Levites over the tabernacle of testimony…

and they shall minister unto it, and shall encamp round about the tabernacle.
Num. 1:50
And the children of Israel shall pitch their tents, every man by his own camp,
 and every man by his own standard, throughout their hosts.

But the Levites shall pitch round about the tabernacle of testimony,
Num. 1:52, 53a

B. God With His People in Christ, the Tabernacle –
Jn. 1:14
The Word was made flesh, and dwelt [lit. tabernacled] among us.

1. God In Christ would…

a. Reside among the people whom He would save.
Jn. 1:14


The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.
[Note: dwelt is skenoo = to tent or encamp, i.e. (fig.) to reside (as God did in the Tabernacle 
of old, a symbol of protection and communion)]
Strong

b. Reconcile the World to Himself.


God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses
 unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.

2. God With Us – thus, Jesus was born of a virgin that God might be with His people:
a. Behold, a virgin …shall bring forth a son, and they shall call His name Emmanuel, 


which being interpreted is, God with us.
Mt. 1:23
b. She shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call His name JESUS:
Mt. 1:21

 for He shall save His people from their sins.

3. God in Us
a. The Fulness of the Godhead dwells in Christ:
Col. 2:9
For in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.
b. Thus with Christ in us, we too have the fulness of the Godhead dwelling in us:

i. Now God inhabits us – Ye also are builded together for an habitation of God.

Eph. 2:22

ii. His Son abides in us – Abide in Me, and I in you.
Jn. 15:4
iii. His Spirit dwells in us – The Spirit of God dwelleth in you. 

I Cor. 3:16
C. God with His People in the Tabernacle from Heaven.
Rev. 21:1-3
The day is coming when in the new heaven and in the new earth…
Rev. 21:1
1. The Tabernacle, the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven,
 prepared as a bride adorned for her husband…is with men.
Rev. 21:2
2. And God will dwell with them.
Rev. 21:3

a. They shall be His people, 
b. and God Himself shall be with them, and be their God.
Cf. Jer. 24:7
Thus, God dwelling among His people in the Tabernacle as pictured at the beginning 
would become a reality in the coming day. 
In the meanwhile, we await that day by Remembering Him in the breaking of the bread 
and the drinking of the cup until He Returns to make that day a Reality for us.

In the Tabernacle in the Wilderness, God demonstrated His condescending Grace to live among His people;
In the Tabernacle in Christ, God manifested His Truth and Grace (Jn. 1:17) reconciling the world unto Himself;

In the Tabernacle on the new earth, His Grace extends to all and all accept His Grace and Him as God:
Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, 
and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them, and be their God.

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. In [Christ] dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.
Col. 2:9


In Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form
NIV

a. Note also that the three Persons of the Godhead dwell in our Person:

i. God, the Father, inhabits us
Eph. 2:22

In Whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God
In Whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God. (NRSV)
ii. God, the Son abides in us.

He that eateth My flesh, and drinketh My blood, dwelleth in Me, and I in him.
Jn. 6:56

He that abideth in Me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit:
Jn. 15:5

iii. God, the Spirit dwells in us.
I Cor. 3:16


Know ye not that ye are the temple of God, and that the Spirit of God dwelleth in you?
b. Note the Solemnity of the warning when the above privileges are abused:
I Cor. 3;!7
If any man defile the temple of God, him shall God destroy; 
for the temple of God is holy, which temple ye are.
Know ye not that your bodies are the members of Christ? shall I then take 
the members of Christ, and make them the members of an harlot? God forbid.
I Cor. 6:15

c. Note that there are Sins committed outside the body, and sins committed against the body.
Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, 

but he who sins sexually sins against his own body.
I Cor. 6:18, NIV

d. To Sin against the body is to sin against the dwelling place/temple of God. 
Therefore to Safeguard this from happening it is best that you… present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

Rom. 12:1, 2
e. May the very God of peace Sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.
I Thes. 5:23
How do the above thoughts challenge you in your walk this week?
REFLECT

2. We have been warned regarding sins against the body. Often these sins spring from our thoughts. Not only are we what we think, but often we do what we think and they are 
expressed through our bodies. Can Christians be prone to these sins as well? 

Finally, brethren, whatsoever things are true, whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, and if there be any praise, think on these things. Phil. 4:8

Take care of your thought life this week.

REFLECT
