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The Theme: 
Eight Days After
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The Text: 
After eight days…came Jesus…and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you.
II Cor. 5:7b

The Thots:


A. Eight Days Before - The Day of Jesus’ Resurrection.


In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week.
Mt. 28:1

He is not here: for He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.
Mt. 28:6

1. The Statement concerning the end of the Sabbath.
a. This Sabbath Concluded the events of the Crucifixion.
And they returned, and…rested the sabbath day according to the commandment.
Lk. 23:56
b. It also Signified that Sabbath-keeping as required by the Law had been brought to an end – sabbaths

In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week.
Mt. 28:1, KJV

Literally, sabbath =  sabbaths, i.e. in the end of the sabbaths.
Mt. 28:1, YLT

i. Sabbath-Observance, together with all Other Ordinances, had been nailed to the cross. 
Col. 2:14
cf. Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, 
which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;

ii. It was just a Shadow pointing to the Substance that had already come.
Col. 2:16, 17
Do not let anyone condemn you in matters…of observing festivals, new moons, or sabbaths.

These are only a shadow of what is to come, but the substance belongs to Christ.

2. A new Day had Dawned – as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week.
Mt. 28:1
It was the morrow after the sabbath, the day for the Feast of Firstfruits to be observed.
Lev. 23:10b, 11

ye shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest unto the priest:

He shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be accepted for you: on the morrow after the sabbath.
a. Christ would Fulfil the type of the Firstfruits of the Harvest.
I Cor. 15:20

It was a type of the Resurrection of Christ:

Cf. Now is Christ Risen from the dead, and become the Firstfruits of them that slept. 
b. Christ would be the First to resurrect from the dead.  Later His own would Follow.
I Cor. 15:23
Christ the Firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming.

3. A new Cycle had begun with the risen Christ - the first day of the week
Mt. 28:1
Cf. This month shall be unto you the beginning of months: it shall be the first month of the year to you. Ex. 12:2

Cf. if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; 


see, everything has become new!
II Cor. 5:17, NRSV
a. It was the day Jesus Rose again from the dead – He is not here: for He is Risen, as He said. Mt. 28:6 cf. v. 1 
b. It was the day He Reappeared before His Ten disciples to Reassure them.
Jn. 20:26
Being the first day of the week…came Jesus and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you.
c. It was the day Thomas was missing and Refused to believe.
Jn. 20:24
But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came.

i. The Day Thomas Doubted: I will not believe.
Jn. 20:25c
ii. The Day Thomas Demanded evidence of Jesus’ Resurrection:
20:25a, b
Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print 
of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe.
B. Eight Days after - The Day of Jesus’ Reappearance.
After eight days again…Thomas with them: then came Jesus…and said, Peace be unto you.
Jn. 20:26
1. Thomas’ Challenge for Evidence: Except I shall see…
See #3c (ii) above

2. Jesus’ Challenge for Thomas to Experience:
Jn. 20:27

Reach hither thy finger, and behold My hands; 
and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side: and be not faithless, but believing.
Cf. #3c (ii) above
3. Thomas’ Exultation, and Exaltation of His Lord: My Lord and my God.
Jn. 20:28
4. Jesu’ Extended Blessing: 
Thomas, because thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed: 

blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.
Jn. 20:29

C. The Eighth Day – the Day of Remembrance.
I Cor. 11:23-25
To those who have not seen Him, but have believed, He had delivered to them a simple act for 
them to remember Him by in His death, burial, and resurrection on the first day of the week.  
Upon the first day of the week…the disciples came together to break bread.
Cf. Acts 20:7
The Lord Jesus the same night in which He was betrayed took bread:

And when He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My body, 
which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.

After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, 
This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.
Let us not Fail Him in this but be Faithful to Obey and Observe this Feast of Remembrance until He Returns.

Here, O my Lord, I see Thee face to face; Here would I touch and handle things unseen;
Here grasp with firmer hand eternal grace, And all my weariness upon Thee lean. 
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1. Thomas did not believe that Jesus had risen from the dead though the disciples had seen Him and had witnessed to him what and Whom they had seen.
Instead Thomas gave out this challenge:
Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, 
and put my finger into the print of the nails, 
and thrust my hand into His side, 
I will not believe.
When the Lord reappeared to the disciples for his sake eight days after,
it was the Lord’s turn to challenge Thomas on his own terms:

Reach hither thy finger, and behold My hands;
and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side:
and be not faithless, but believing.

Thomas was so awed and amazed to see his Lord, 
that he did not even attempt to take up the Lord’s challenge 
or seek to test out his earlier challenge to the Lord, 
but instead, could just utter: My Lord and my God.
The Lord was Gracious in accepting the awe-struck Thomas. 
At the same time, He bestowed a timeless and universal blessing 
to all who will believe in the Risen Lord later:

Thomas, because thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed:
Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.

All of us fall into this latter category today.

How do you respond to such a gracious blessing 
even as you have been thinking of the Risen  Christ the last weekend? 
How will the Risen Lord challenge you in your living this week?
REFLECT
2. Last weekend could have been a memorable one to some as they listened 

from the pulpit God’s faithful servants in various churches and assemblies 

recalling the accounts of the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus. 
With the narration, most possibly there were the challenges issued to Christians
to follow the footsteps of the Saviour, of which Paul was a very good example. 
Paul said:

· I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God,
who loved me, and gave Himself for me.
Gal. 2:20
· Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death:
Rom. 6:4, 5
· that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, 
even so we also should walk in newness of life.

· For if we have been planted together in the likeness of his death, 
we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection.
Rom. 6:4, 5

Perhaps you had responded to these challenges to consecrate your life afresh to the Lord.

How has the week passed with you? Were you able to live up to your commitment?


REFLECT

