R269_ Rumination for 4th April, 2010.

by K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
Three “Passover” Cries - an “Easter” Rumination
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
For even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us

II Cor. 5:7b
The Thots:

Intro. :  
And when he [Herod] had apprehended him [Peter], he put him in Prison, 


… intending after Easter to bring him forth to the People.
Acts 12:4b, KJV

…Herod intended to bring him out for public trial after the Passover.
Acts 12:4b, NIV

“Easter” is not a biblical term. Unfortunately the KJV translated “pascha” which means Passover as Easter. 
Most modern versions have reverted to the original term of Passover, see above.
Three memorable cries were heard in relation to Christ, our Paschal Lamb during this period of Passover:
A. “Early” Passover Day, the Cry of the Crowd (the Cry of Rejection) – 
Jn. 19:6
Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto the hall of judgment: and it was early;
Jn. 18:28

But ye have a custom, that I should release unto you one at the passover:
Jn. 18:39
When the chief priests…and officers saw Him, they cried out…Crucify Him, crucify Him. 
Pilate saith unto them, Take ye Him, and crucify Him: for I find no fault in Him.
Jn. 19:6
1. It was an Unfair Cry – Jesus Christ did not Commit any Crime

a. I find in Him no fault at all.
Jn. 18:38b
b. Behold, I bring Him forth to you, that ye may know that I find no fault in Him.
Jn. 19:4
c. Pilate saith unto them, Take ye Him, and crucify him: for I find no fault in Him.
Jn. 19:6
Cp. The Passover Lamb: Your lamb shall be without blemish 
Exo. 12:5
Cp. Christ, our Passover: Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot:
I Pet. 1:19
2. It was an Unwelcome Cry – they Rejected Him Who came to Rescue them from sin.
Jn. 1:11
He came unto His own, and His own received Him not.

3. It was an Unjustified Cry, yet, they and all who Refuse Him today still utter the cry!
Acts 2:23

Him…ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain.

Note: the “Ye” referred to those Present at Pentecost and might not be present at Jesus’ trial, 


Yet they were guilty; thus, not unlike all in this present age!
B. Evening of Passover Day, the Cry of Christ (the Cry of Redemption) – 

Cf. The whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening.

Exo. 12:6b
The Passover Lamb was to be slain in the evening, lit. between the two evenings,

i.e. between the evening of 14th Nisan leading to the dawning of 15th Nisan, same evening

or between 3.00-6.00p.m.
1. That day when Jesus was on the Cross He uttered seven Cries.

Mt. 27:45, 46a
2. From noon to 3.00p.m. the noon sun was darkened. At about 3.00p.m. He made the Following Four cries:
Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour.

And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? 
a. The above was His 4th Cry: that is to say, My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?
Mt. 27:46b
Contrast His 1st Cry: Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.


Lk. 23:34
b. His 7th and last Cry: And when Jesus had Cried with a loud voice, He said, 
Father, into Thy hands I Commend My spirit: and having said thus, He gave up the ghost.
Lk. 23:46
c. But just before that, He uttered two Pertinent and Poignant cries:
i. His 5th cry was: I thirst.

Jn. 19:28
ii. His 6th cry was: It is finished, 

Jn. 19:30
Cf. My meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me, and to finish His work.

Jn. 4:34
3. Jesus had finished His work of Redemption and His Spirit Returned to His Father.

a. His 1st cry addressed God as His Father asking Him to Forgive the sins of those
who Cried out against Him and Crucified Him.

See #A above.
b. His 4th (and middle) cry was to a Holy God Who Forsook Him because He was bearing the world’s sin.

c. His last cry Reverted to His Father to Whom He would Return having Finished His mission of Redemption.
C. An Event after Passover, the Cry of Mary’s Cognition  (The Cry of “Rabboni!”) 
Jn. 20:11-17, NIV

It was after Passover Day and after Sabbath - on the first day of the week.
1. Mary Arrived at the empty tomb of Jesus and stood outside the tomb crying.

Jn. 20:11
The angels in the tomb asked: "Woman, why are you crying?"

20:13a

Mary Cried because "They have taken my Lord away and I don't know where they have put Him." 
20:13b
2. Just then, her unrecognized Lord Appeared by her side, and asked: "Woman, why are you crying? 
20:15
Finally she recognised her Lord when He called her by name, "Mary."

20:16

In Response, and in Recognition of her Resurrected Lord, she cried out in Aramaic, "Rabboni!" 
3. The Lord then Announced His final triumph:

20:17
“Go…to my brothers and tell them, 'I am Returning to My Father and your Father, to My God and your God.”

Until He Returns to take us back to be with Him where He is, let us this Resurrection Day therefore…


eat this bread and drink this cup, [to] proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.

I Cor. 11:26
’Tis finished! so the Savior cried, And meekly bowed His head and died;
’Tis finished—yes, the race is run, The battle fought, the victory won.
S. Sten​nett
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R269
1. “Easter” is not a Biblical term and has a pagan origin with its rituals arising from pagan worship or/and pagan folklore. Today Easter is celebrated by Christians and non-Christians alike.  

In one Net Notice regarding the Celebration of Easter, there is this write-up:


Would you agree to such a mix-up write-up of Easter? Why?
How would you actually “celebrate Easter”?  Or would you?
REFLECT
2. In certain countries like the Philippines, Easter is commemorated by the devotees following in the footsteps of Jesus:
For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow His steps:
I Pet. 2:21
Thus, the Lord had said: 

One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow Me. Mk. 10:21
If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.


Mt. 16:24; Mk. 8:34; Lk. 9:23

· So, we have instances of devotees taking up wooden crosses and carrying them on their shoulders walking the distance.

Paul also said:  I am crucified with Christ.
Gal. 2:20

· Likewise, there are also devotees who are prepared to go the distance to be crucified literally and actually, being nailed on the wooden crosses just as Jesus was crucified.

During the trial of Jesus, He was scourged – Pilate ordered that sentence on Jesus:

So Pilate, willing to content the people, released Barabbas unto them, and delivered Jesus, 
when he had scourged Him, to be crucified.
Mk. 15:15

· Similarly, during the Easter season, there are cases of devotees who ask to be lashed as Jesus was.
In the above instances, all the devotees are trying to follow in the footsteps of Jesus. 

Is that what Peter meant when he exhorted the believers:

For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, 
leaving us an example, that ye should follow His steps?
I Pet. 2:21

In #1 we have instances of devotees celebrating Easter based on a non-biblical basis. 

In #2 we have devotees commemorating “Easter” on a supposedly ‘biblical” basis? 

Which is correct? What would you do as the Lord’s disciple?

REFLECT
� HYPERLINK "http://www.holidays.net/easter/" \t "undefined" �Easter


� INCLUDEPICTURE "http://kona.kontera.com/javascript/lib/imgs/grey_loader.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET ���


�is the springtime holiday marking the rebirth of Jesus and the renewal of the Christian faith.


It is a blessed time for the faithful to celebrate the life, death and resurrection of the Savior... and a magical time for children to enjoy chocolate bunnies, marshmallow chicks and jellybean-filled Easter eggs.


Here for your entertainment are stories and trivia, craft projects and games, recipes and so much more.


From: http://www.holidays.net/easter/




















