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The Text: 
We… are come to worship Him.

Mt. 2:2
The Thots:

A. The Connotation of Worship

1. The Original Meaning of Worship. According to Strong:
a. In the OT, Worship is shachah, a prim. root = to depress, i.e. prostrate (espec. reflex. in homage to royalty or God):--bow (self) down, crouch, fall down (flat), humbly beseech, do (make) obeisance,    do reverence, make to stoop, worship.
b. In the N.T, Worship is proskuneo = to fawn or crouch to, i.e. (lit. or fig.) prostrate oneself in homage (do reverence to, adore):--worship.
In short, worship acquires a posture of humility as the worshipper bows in obeisance to, and in reverence of, the supremacy of the one worshipped. He acknowledges the latter’s “worth” and “ships” his obeisance to him in reverence of him, thus, “worth-shipping” him.

2. The First Occurrences of the Word Worship:

a. The Hebrew shachah first occurs in the O.T. in Gen. 18:2 translated bowed in KJV. 
Cf. 19:1
Abraham bowed himself toward the ground before the three visitors to his home.

Lot bowed himself with his face toward the ground before two angels who visited him in Sodom.
b. The translated English word “worship” in KJV is in Gen. 22:5
It is used in connection with Abraham taking Isaac to the mount to sacrifice him as an act of worship.

Abraham said unto his young men…I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you
c. The Greek proskuneo first occurs in the N.T.  in Mt. 2:2
It is used in connection with the wise men coming to worship the Baby Jesus.
Mt. 2:2. 11

Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we…are come to worship Him.
They…saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him
Worship thus, in its basic meaning, is the solemn act of Paying homage (in a bowing Posture) to one 
regarded to be of a higher Position. It is paying obeisance and giving reverence to the one concerned.
B. The Categories of Worship.

The Lord seemed to list three categories of Worship in His discussion with the Samaritan Woman:

1. The Samaritan Worship – it was Local. Their worship was Limited to Mt. Gerizim.
Cf. Deut. 11:9

Our fathers worshipped in this mountain;

Jn. 4:20a

2. The Jewish Worship – it was Physical and Ritual.

Jn. 4:20b, 21-22

Ye say, that in Jerusalem is the place where men ought to worship.
Jn. 4:20b cf. Dt. 16:16
Jesus saith unto her, Woman, believe me, the hour cometh, when ye shall neither 
in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. Ye worship ye know not what: 
we know what we worship: for salvation is of the Jews.
All the rituals involved in physical worship were temporary. They pointed to the coming spiritual worship – the hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this mountain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father
3. The Christian Worship – it is Spiritual and Spirit-led.
Jn. 4:23, 24
But the hour cometh, and now is, when the true worshippers shall worship the Father 
in spirit and in truth: for the Father seeketh such to worship Him.  God is a Spirit: 
and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.

C. Consider the Circumstances of Certain Worshippers.

1. When Abraham was commanded to Sacrifice his son, he regarded it as Worship.
Gen. 22:5
Abraham said unto his young men…I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you.

2. When David lost his son, he worshipped.

II Sam. 12:19, 20a
David said unto his servants, Is the child dead? And they said, He is dead.

Then David arose…and came into the house of the LORD, and worshipped:

3. When Job lost his sons and daughters and his possessions, he worshipped.
Job 1:20

Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped,

These patriarchs worshipped in acknowledgement of God’s Supremacy and Sovereignty.

Con.  The Contemplation of Worship at the Lord’s Supper
Whatever the Circumstances we may be in, let us Come to Centre our thoughts on our Lord today…
And in His presence worship Him, And bow their knees full low. 

And all that shall go down to dust, Of life by Him shall taste;
A seed shall serve and worship Him, Till time away shall waste.
T. Stern​hold
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1. Paul appeals to all believers to present their bodies a living sacrifice, 
holy, acceptable unto God:
Rom. 12:1
I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present 

your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, 

which is your reasonable service.  

The reason he gives is…

· It is your reasonable service (Rom. 12:1, KJV) 
Note: 
reasonable is logikos = logical; and 


service is latreia = ministration unto God, i.e. divine worship; 
Strong.
It is only logical/reasonable that we present/offer our bodies as a living sacrifice in priestly service to God because of His mercies and grace in sending His Son 
to save us and to be the propitiation for our sins, thus justifying us:
Rom. 3:24, 25
Being justified freely by his grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus:

Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood, to declare His righteousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbearance of God.
Jesus was the High Priest making atonement for our sins and it is therefore only reasonable that we in turn perform our roles as priests in the holy priesthood, 
to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 
I Pet. 2:5

The act of presenting our bodies is a priestly act of service and worship in the sanctuary.

· This is your spiritual act of worship. (Rom. 12:1, NIV) 

Worship for us is not so much of a physical act or ministry as carried out by the priests in the tabernacle, but ours is indeed a spiritual act of worship which involves the presentation of our bodies (lives) as a living sacrifice (not dead, as offered by the O.T. priests) unto God . 

Are you prepared to worship God with such sacrifice? What is involved in presenting your bodies as a living sacrifice, and not a dead sacrifice as done in O.T. days?
REFLECT
2. Go over #C in the Rumination above and consider…

a. Abraham who could still worship God when He commanded him:
Gen. 22:2

Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee 
into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering 
upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of.
b. David who went into the house of the Lord to worship God:
II Sam. 12:19, 20

David perceived that the child was dead: therefore David said unto his servants, 
Is the child dead? And they said, He is dead.

Then David arose from the earth, and washed, and anointed himself, and 
changed his apparel, and came into the house of the LORD, and worshipped:


c. Job who worshipped God when he discovered that he had lost 

all his possessions and children:
Job 1:20, 21

Then Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down 

upon the ground, and worshipped and said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb, 

and naked shall I return thither: the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken away; 

blessed be the name of the LORD.

Under the above circumstances, will you still be able to worship God?
What will you say to Him?
REFLECT.
