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The Theme: 
The Sin Offering
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TheText:  Sin lieth at the door.
Gen. 4:7b
The Thots:

A. The Live Sin Offering lying at the door
1. The Occasion.

If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door.
Gen. 4:7

a. God had accepted Abel’s Flock Firstling-offering and rejected Cain’s Fruit-offering.
Gen. 4:3-5a
b. This had left Cain Fuming and his countenance Fell.
Gen. 4:5b
c. God then Faced Cain: "Why are you angry, and why has your countenance Fallen?”
Gen. 4:6, NRSV
If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, sin lieth 

at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.
Gen. 4:7
2. The Occurrences of “sin”

(Heb. chatta'ah) occurs 296 times and translated “sin offering” 108 times in KJV.
a. The Connotation:

i. “sin” is chatta'ah = an offence (sometimes habitual sinfulness), and its penalty, 
occasion, sacrifice, or expiation; also sin (-ner, offering).
Strong


ii. Interpreted as sin’s Penalty and Punishment, as:
If you do not do well, sin is lurking at the door.
Gen. 4:7, NRSV

If you do not do what is right, sin is crouching at your door.
Gen. 4:7, NIV

iii. Interpreted as sin offering, as: If thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door.
Gen. 4:7, KJV

1st occurrence of chatta'ah is translated as “sin” in
Gen. 4:7
1st occurrence of chatta'ah translated as “sin offering” is in 
Exo. 29:14 cf. 36, etc.
The flesh of the bullock…shalt thou burn with fire without the camp: it is a sin offering.
b. The Concepts – Cain’s offering had been Rejected…
i. He needed to Repent or punishment for his sin would soon follow.
Gen. 4:7, NIV
If you do what is right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do what is right, 
sin is crouching at your door; it desires to have you, but you must master it.
ii. He needed to be Ready to offer a sin offering of an animal – not the fruits of his farm. Gen. 4:7, KJV
There was a live goat/sheep/lamb/etc. nearby. Kill and offer it as a sin-offering unto God. 
If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted? and if thou doest not well, 
sin lieth at the door. And unto thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him.

B. The Laws of the Sin and Guilt offerings
Lev. Chs. 6:24-7:10

To be offered Generally for sins of omission and commission especially for Guilt committed. 

1. When offered it shall be forgiven him for any thing of all that he hath done in trespassing therein. Lev. 6:7

Cf. it shall be forgiven them/him
Lev. 4:20, 26, 31, 35; 5:10, 13, 16, 18
2. Where offered: This is the law of the …
Lev. 6:25; 7:1, 2
a. Sin offering: In the place where the burnt offering is killed shall the sin offering be killed.

b. Trespass offering: In the place where they kill the burnt offering shall they kill the trespass offering.
3. Why offered in this way:
a. The Burnt Offering presented the Virtues of a perfect sacrifice without sin. 
Cf. Lev. 1:9


The whole bullock of the Burnt offering was offered on the altar as a Sacrifice of a Sweet Savour.

b. The Sin/Trespass offering needed the Virtuous perfect sacrifice of the Burnt offering to be effective.
It was first killed in the place where the Burnt Offering was killed.

Then the whole bullock of the sin offering (except its fat) was offered outside the camp. Lev. 4:12, 8
Sin must not be found within the camp!

C. The Living Sin Offering

1. The Lord Jesus was the Perfect Burnt Offering that no other burnt offerings could fulfil.
Cf. Heb. 10:6-9
2. The Lord Jesus was the Perfect Sin Offering whose once-for-all sacrifice perfected it all for us.
a. For He [God] hath made Him [Jesus] to be sin [sin offering] for us, 
Who knew no sin [burnt offering] that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him. II Cor. 5:21

b. We are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
Heb. 10:10
3. The Lord Jesus lives today and He is our perfect Sacrifice of a Sweet-Smelling Savour unto God.
Christ also hath loved us, and hath given Himself for us an offering 
and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.
Eph. 5:2
Let us therefore send up our sweet sacrifice of praise and worship to God in our remembrance of Him this day.
They first their own burnt offerings brought, To purge themselves from sin;
Thy life was pure without a spot, And all Thy nature clean.

Fresh blood as constant as the day Was on their altar spilt;


But Thy one offering takes away For ever all our guilt.
Isaac Watts
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1. Five offerings are mentioned in the first five chapters of Leviticus, viz. The Burnt Offering, the Meal Offering, the Peace offering, the Sin Offering and the Trespass Offering. The first three offerings are referred to as Sweet-Savour Offerings, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD.  Lev. 1:9; 2:2; 3:5
These are brought together and said to be fulfilled in Jesus Christ:
Christ also hath loved us, and hath given Himself for us an offering 

and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour. Eph. 5:2
The offerer of the burnt offering could offer a burnt sacrifice of the herd…(a bullock) (Lev. 1:3, 5) if he could afford it and it would be reckoned as a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD. (Lev. 1:9b)
If he could not afford a bullock, he could bring an offering of the flocks, namely, of the sheep, or of the goats (Lev. 1:10) and it still would be regarded as a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD. (Lev. 1:13)

If he was so poor that he could only afford an offering of fowls, then he shall bring his offering of turtledoves, or of young pigeons (Lev. 1:14) and it still would be regarded as a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD. (Lev. 1:18)

No offering, no matter how small, when presented to the Lord with the whole heart, could ever be too small for Him. It would ever be a sacrifice of a sweet-smelling savour unto Him!

What was important was that the offerer must give the best of what he could afford, fully following God’s instructions and God would reckon it to be a burnt sacrifice, an offering made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD.
Today Paul appeals to us to do likewise as in Rom. 12:1 -  I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable service.

What God needs today is a Living Burnt Sacrifice, no more a dead one. Can you give your person to Him as such? It is not your wealth but your whole person of body, soul, spirit and will that He wants you to present to Him.
REFECT.
2. There is another sacrifice of a sweet-smelling savour that we need to take cognition of. 
It is what we give to God by giving to His servants and to His service. 
Paul says: I am amply supplied, now that I have received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent. They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God. Phil. 4:18, NIV
For the Chinese brethren, Chinese New Year will dawn on 14 February. It is a season of giving ang-pows (red packets or monetary gifts.) Perhaps it is also a time when we think of the Lord’s servants in the mission fields serving the Lord faithfully in places where the Lord has appointed them. They may not have the opportunity to return home for the Chinese New Year Eve Reunion dinner with their family members, relatives and friends because of the contingency of service in the Lord’s work. Will you be thinking of them this week and perhaps even send them Chinese New Year ang-pows?
REFLECT
