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The Theme: 
He was Pierced
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TheText:  They pierced my hands and my feet
Psa. 22:16
The Thots:

A. It was in Prophecy

1. The Psalmist Predicted it.
Psa. 22:16

The assembly of the wicked have enclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet.
a. This was David’s Psalm - A Psalm of David.
Psa. 22:1 Supt.
b. But it could not refer to the Psalmist. David never had such an experience:
It pointed to a Punishment by crucifixion. 
c. The Roman Crucifixion was unknown to the Jews in David’s Period.
d. Parts of the Psalm were fulfilled in Jesus: Psa. 22:1 cf. Mt. 27:46; 22:18 cf. Jn. 19:24; 22:7, 8 cf. Mt. 27:42
2. Prophet Zechariah Predicted it.
Zech. 12:10


They shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him.

3. John testified to the truth that what he witnessed was Proof of Prophecy:

a. He that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth that he saith true.

Jn. 19:35
b. For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled.

Jn. 19:36a
B. It was a Reality at Calvary.
Cf. Lk. 23:33
1. Scripture States: When they were come to…Calvary, there they crucified Him, 

i.e. His hands and feet were pierced by nails to the cross.
2. Furthermore, a Soldier pierced His Side with a Spear.
Jn. 19:34

One of the soldiers with a spear pierced His side, and forthwith came there out blood and water.
3. It was again what Scripture had Said.
Jn. 19:37

And again another scripture saith, They shall look on him whom they pierced.
Zech. 12:10
C. It would be His mark of Identity.

1. For Thomas

Jn. 20:25
a. He Doubted what the Disciples told him:

i. The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the Lord.
ii. But he said unto them, Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, 
and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe.
b. Later Confronted by Christ, His Conditions were met:
Jn. 20:27
Then saith He to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold My hands;
 and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side: and be not faithless, but believing.
c. He Could only respond to His Master’s Challenge with…
Jn. 20:28
And Thomas answered and said unto Him, My Lord and my God.
2. For the Jews
Zech. 12:10
a. They had Crucified Jesus:
Acts 2:36
Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly, that God hath made that same Jesus, 
whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.

b. At His Coming, they will Recognise Him Whom by His pierced prints and Repent.
And they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him.
Zech. 12:10.

3. For all people
Rev 1:7a
a. When the Lord Returns to the earth, the world too will Recognise Him by His pierced prints.
Behold, He cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see Him, and they also which pierced Him: 
b. They will Repent – and all kindreds of the earth shall wail because of Him
Rev. 1:7b
c. And He will Reign over them.
The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; 
and He shall reign for ever and ever.
Rev. 11:15
D. In the meanqhile it would be in the Emblems of Memory.
1. The Bread is a symbol of His Body Broken for us pointing to the nail prints in His hands and feet.
2. The Cup is a symbol of His Blood shed for us pointing to the spear print in His side.
3. Let us Recognise Him Who was Pierced for us Present with us, and Remember Him thus.
I Cor. 11:26

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.

They crucified my Lord… They nailed Him to a tree…. They pierced Him in the side… The blood came trickalin’ down

He bowed His head and died, And He never said a mumbalin’ word; He bowed His head and died

Refrain: 
And He never said a mumbalin’ word. Not a word, not a word, not a word.
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1. Thomas would not believe that Jesus had resurrected from the dead unless he could 
see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, 
and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe.
Jn. 20:25
Thus the week following Jesus appeared and personally challenged Thomas:

Then saith He to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold My hands;
 and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side: 
and be not faithless, but believing.
Jn. 20:27

Thomas would not even do what the Lord invited him to do – He was so embarrassed for setting those conditions in the first place that He did what He could only do:

And Thomas answered and said unto Him, My Lord and my God.
Jn. 20:28
Then Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, because thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.
Jn. 20:29
We are those who have not seen Him, but yet have believed – we are indeed blessed.

The pierced prints of the cross that the Lord carries with Him even today 

challenged Paul to say:
Gal. 2:20

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
Who loved me, and gave Himself for me.

What do His pierced prints in His hands, feet and side mean to you?
REFLECT
2. The cross is ever the symbol of His suffering for our sin as our Substitute.
It means different things to different people.

To the people of the world, it is Pure Foolishness:
I Cor. 1:18a

The preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness.
But, to us who believe, it is the Power of God unto salvation:
I Cor. 1:18b

Unto us which are saved it is the power of God.
Today, the Cross is often left out in the preaching of the Gospel in one’s zeal
to emphasise God’s Love for mankind.
The Cross is too “bloody” for a civilized world! 
The cross is replaced by rituals and religious thoughts and practices. 

Yet Paul’s priority simply put is: Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.
Do you think the Cross is still Central to the Preaching of the Gospel in our churches today? 


If not, what do you think are the results or repercussions of such an omission? 
REFLECT
