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TheText:  Jesus six days before the passover came to Bethany.
Jn 12:1
The Thots:

Background:

The Jews’ Religious New Year Day would be the 1st of Nisan (Abib)
Exo. 12:2 cf. 13:4

Passover would be on the 14th day of the New Year.
Exo. 12:6, 11

Today is the 10th day of the New Year, 2010

Six days before Passover would be about the 8th day of the Jew’s Religious New Year – very near to today.

Introduction:

Six days before the Passover, there was a gathering at the home of Lazarus in Bethany. 

Jn. 12:1-9

Four “typical” people were there. They were…

A. Jesus – the Honoured Guest at the Home – a dinner was given in Jesus' honour.  
Jn. 12:2, NIV
1. At Lazarus’ table, Jesus was the Beloved Guest at Bethany – 
Jn. 12:2a

a. He was given a Place at the Table - Lazarus was one of those at the table with Him.
b. It was a Prominent Position - 

There they made Him a supper 

cf.  Here a dinner was given in Jesus' honour.
Jn. 12:2a, NIV

2. But at the Lord’s Table…
I Cor. 10:21
a. He is our Host – the Supper is the Lord’s, and we are His guests, it is the Lord’s Supper. 
I Cor. 11:20
b. He sits at the Head of the Table being the Head of the Church.
Cf. Eph. 5:23
c. He should be Prominent at the Table and must be given all Pre-eminence and Praise.
Col. 1:18

And He is the head of the body, the church…that in all things He might have the preeminence.


B. Lazarus – the Raised Resident - was one of them that sat at the table with Him
Jn. 12:2b

1. Lazarus’s Right to sit at the table with Jesus:

a. Lazarus was the Resident in his own home – came to Bethany, where Lazarus was.
Jn. 12:1
b. Lazarus was the one which had been dead, whom He [Jesus] Raised from the dead.
Jn. 12:1b
2. Our Right to sit at the Table with Jesus:
a. We were once dead in trespasses and sins.
Eph. 2:1

b. We are now dead to sin…buried with Him…into death… as Christ was Raised up from the dead. Rom. 6:2-4
c. We now have the Right to sit at His Table to Remember Him.
I Cor. 11:26

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.
C. Martha – the Busy Believer

1. Martha was preoccupied with Service –But Martha was cumbered about much serving.
Lk. 10:40
2. She was Stressed out with too many things – 
Lk. 10:41
Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things:

3. She lost Sight of her priorities – one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good part.
Lk. 10:42

4. She is typical of believers too busy to Sit with the Lord at His Table on the Lord’s Day. They are…
a. Cumbered about Much serving.
KJV
b. Distracted by Many tasks.
NRSV
c. Distracted by all the preparations that had to be Made.
NIV
D. Mary, the Waiting Worshipper. 
[Mary is mentioned only 3 times in Scripture; all the 3 times she was found at Jesus’ feet.]

1. She seized her Opportunities to be at Jesus’ feet.

a. Mary… sat at Jesus' feet, and heard His Word 
Lk. 10:39
b. She pleaded for her brother and Wept at Jesus feet.
Jn. 11:32

When Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw Him, she fell down at His feet, 

saying unto Him, Lord, if Thou hadst been here, my brother had not died.

c. She anointed the feet of Jesus and Wiped them with her hair with a pound of…spikenard.
Jn. 12:3
i. Anointing was an act of Worship – the house was filled with the odour of the ointment. 
Jn. 12:3
ii. She Waited in Anticipation of the coming death of her Lord.
Jn. 12:7

Let her alone: against the day of My burying hath she kept this.
iii. We Worship in commemoration of His death and His coming:
I Cor. 11:26

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.

2. She knew her Priorities – But one thing is needful: 
Lk. 10:42
and Mary hath chosen that good part, which shall not be taken away from her.
For the poor always ye have with you; but Me ye have not always.
Jn. 12:8
Let us ever put the Lord’s Supper as our priority in our Christian Walk and Worship.
According to Thy gracious word, In meek humility,
This will I do, my dying Lord, I will remember Thee.
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. At Lazarus’ home in Bethany, standing nearby the table where the Lord and Lazarus sat, there was one other individual who could typify some at the Lord’s Table. 
He was none other than…

Judas - a Heartless disciple with a “Heart for the poor”
He was the treasurer of Jesus’ disciples and when he saw Mary broke the costly box 
of precious ointment to anoint the feet of Jesus, he was critical of her act. He said:


Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and given to the poor?



Jn. 12:5

Note:

a. His Character: Judas Iscariot, Simon's son, which should betray Him.
Jn. 12:4

Did he really want to sell the ointment and give the three hundred pence to the poor, 

when for thirty silver pieces he was prepared to betray his own Master 
to be falsely accused, judged and sentenced to be crucified?
Mt. 26:14-16

Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests,

And said unto them, What will ye give me, and I will deliver Him unto you? 

And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver.


And from that time he sought opportunity to betray Him.

b. The Comment: This he said, not that he cared for the poor.
Jn. 12:6a
It was ironical and sad that a person who claimed to have a heart for the poor 

also had the heart to betray His Master!
c. His Conduct: because he was a thief; 
Jn. 12:6b
he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.
His walk was so different from his talk; his mouth was so distant from his heart!
Can there be such a person today at the Lord’s Table?


Are there people today who, in the name of Christian charity, collect huge sums of money only to misappropriate them for their own purposes? 

Can we just trust Christian groups and organisations that collect such money 
professedly to help the poor, the suffering, those in disaster areas, etc. , etc.?   

What need we to do first? 
REFLECT
2. Jesus was an invited Guest in Lazarus’ house in Bethany.
Today in many homes there hangs a plague:

Christ is the Head of this house; 

The Unseen Guest at every meal; 

The Silent Listener to every conversation.

Is Christ the Head of your House OR is He the Head of your Home?

Is Christ the Unseen Guest at every meal or is He the Unseen Host at every meal?

Is there a difference in the above?
Which would you have Him to be in your family? Why?
REFLECT.

