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The Theme: 
The Cows and the New Cart
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
The people…sacrificed the cows as a burnt offering to the LORD.
I Sam. 6:14
The Thots:


Background: 
I Sam. 6:7-9, NIV


In order to appease the Lord for the plagues that befell the Philistines, the latter were advised by their priests and diviners, to get a new cart ready, with two cows that have calved and have never been yoked. Hitch the cows to the cart, but take their calves away and pen them up. Take the ark of the LORD and put it on the cart, and in a chest beside it put the gold objects you are sending back to him as a guilt offering. Send it on its way, but keep watching it. If it goes up to its own territory, toward Beth Shemesh, then the LORD has brought this great disaster on us. But if it does not, then we will know that it was not his hand that struck us and that it happened to us by chance."

Intro.:
I Sam. 6:14, 15
When they reached their destination, the cows were sacrificed by the people as a burnt offering to the LORD.
The cows as the burnt offering could illustrate the Lord Jesus Christ as our burnt and sin offerings as follows:

A. The Cows left their Calves behind for their mission.
I Sam. 6:10
The men…took two milch kine, and tied them to the cart, and shut up their calves at home:

Cf. the Lord leaving His Heavenly Home for His mission to earth.

1. God was not Pleased with the old covenant offerings which could not remove sin Permanently.  

Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin Thou wouldest not, 

neither hadst pleasure therein; which are offered by the law.
Heb. 10:8, 6, 3, 4
2. Thus, a Physical body was Prepared for the Lord to come to earth to fulfil God’s Will.


Sacrifice and offering Thou wouldest not, but a body hast Thou prepared Me:
Heb. 10:5 cf. 2:9; Phil. 2:7
B. The Cows  pulled a new Cart.
I Sam. 6:7, NIV

Get a new cart ready, with two cows that have calved...Hitch the cows to the cart.


1. The new Cart.
Heb. 10:7 cf. Mk. 10:45

Cf. Emblem of the Lord coming to Earth with His new mission to redeem man:


a. Then said I, Lo, I come…to do Thy will, O God.

b. The Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.
2. On the new Cart were the Ark of the Covenant and a Chest.
I Sam. 6:8, NIV
Take the ark of the LORD and put it on the cart, and in a chest beside it put the gold objects.
a. The Ark of the Covenant was the emblem of God’s Person and Presence.
Cf. Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation [lit. Mercy Seat of the Ark]
Rom. 3:24, 25
i. God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
Rom. 5:8

ii. God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself,
II Cor. 5:19
b. The Chest with the Gold objects in it were the people’s Guilt offering.
I Sam. 6:8, NIV

In a chest beside it put the gold objects you are sending back to him as a guilt offering.

Cf. the Lord Who was made a Sin offering for us.

i. For He hath made Him to be sin [i.e. a sin offering] for us, Who knew no sin
II Cor. 5:21

ii. Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree
I Pet. 2:24
C. The Cows Headed straight for their Charted destination.
I Sam. 6:12

The kine took the straight way to the way of Bethshemesh…and turned not aside to the right hand or to the left
Cf. The Lord Constant in His mission to go to the Cross.
Mt. 16:21

1. From that time forth began Jesus to show unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, 
…suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day.
2. It came to pass, when the time was come…He stedfastly set His face to go to Jerusalem.
Lk. 9:51
D. The Cows were sacrificed and Consecrated as burnt offerings unto God.
6:15, NIV

The people chopped up the wood of the cart and sacrificed the cows as a burnt offering to the LORD.

Cf. The Lord Who offered Himself as an offering for sin for sinners.
1. So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many.
Heb. 9:28
2. But this Man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins for ever, sat down on the right hand of God.
Heb. 10:12
Con.: 
As we participate of the emblems on the Table, let us be Reminded 

of the lessons the emblems that Represented Christ above.
Thus saith the Lord, “Your work is vain, Give your burnt offerings o’er;
In dying goats, and bullocks slain, My soul delights no more.”

Then spake the Savior, “Lo, I’m here, My God, to do Thy will;
Whate’er Thy sacred books declare, Thy Servant shall fulfill.
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“Thy law is ever in My sight, I keep it near My heart;
Mine ears are opened with delight, To what Thy lips impart.”

And see, the blessed Redeemer comes, Th’eternal Son appears,
And at th’appointed time assumes The body God prepares.

Much He revealed His Father’s grace, And much His truth He showed,
And preached the way of righteousness Where great assemblies stood.

His Father’s honor touched His heart, He pitied sinners’ cries,
And, to fulfill a Savior’s part, Was made a sacrifice.

No blood of beasts on altars shed Could wash the conscience clean;
But the rich sacrifice He paid Atones for all our sin.

Then was the great salvation spread, And Satan’s kingdom shook;

Thus by the woman’s promised seed The serpent’s head was broke.
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1. The blood of bulls and cows and goats in Old Testament days could not take away our sins permanently for it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins (Heb. 10:4). For if the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh:

How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

And for this cause He is the Mediator of the new testament. 

(Heb. 9:13-15)
The Lord had shown us the Example of leaving His Heavenly Home to come on a mission to fulfil His Father’s will. He became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross. (Phil. 2:8b)
And we thank the Lord today that that there are those who have followed His example and left home and loved ones (the cows leaving their calves behind) to present their bodies a living sacrifice holy, acceptable unto God [as their]reasonable service (Rom. 12:1) to go out into the mission fields to serve Him. 

Some of them you know personally. They may miss you, their family members, their assembly members, their home environment, “their calves”, as you and others celebrate the New Year. Will you be thinking of and praying for them this week? 
REFLECT.

2. The Cows left their Calves and pulled a new Cart to the Lord’s designated destination, turning not to left or right, and became a burnt sacrifice unto the Lord.
As you enter the New Year, will you make a New Year resolution or a new covenant (see R. 255) with the Lord to be a cow, leaving your “calves” (comfort zone) behind (should He so direct you) and presenting yourself a living (not a dead) sacrifice to Him to prove what is His good, acceptable and perfect will for you in following Him to wherever He may lead you or whatever He may want you to do this year to the glory of God? 

Perhaps you may also like to resolve what you would have on your cart of life?
REFLECT
And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men;

Knowing that of the Lord ye shall receive the reward of the inheritance:
 for ye serve the Lord Christ. (Col. 3:23, 24)
My wife and I wish you and yours

A Blessed and Bountiful New Year in the Lord

