R254_(R26) Rumination for 20th December 2009.

by K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
The Lord Jesus Christ
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
Confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Phil. 2:11

The Thots:


Intro. A few days more the world Celebrates Christmas without giving the Lord Jesus Christ His due. 

 They regard Him as an infant Jesus in a Crib and never the Christ on the Cross! Consider Him therefore:
A. At Birth. It was Announced that He would be Christ the Lord.
Lk. 2:11
Unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

1. Christ 
– He was the Promised Messiah to the Jews.

a. Jesus’ Question to His disciples: Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?
Mt. 16:13, 14
And they said, Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; 
and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.

b. Jesus’ Question to Peter: But whom say ye that I am?
Mt. 16:15

c. Peter’s Confession: Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.
Mt. 16:16

Cf. "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God."
Mt. 16:16, NRSV

2. The Lord – He would be the Potentate of the Jews and the Gentile world.

a. The Message preached unto the children of Israel was: 
Acts 19:36
Preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (He is Lord of all)

b. The Message preached to Gentiles is: He is Lord of heaven and earth.
Acts 17:24

c. And the day will come when He will be Lord of lords, and King of kings.
Rev. 17:14

B. After Death. He was Affirmed both Lord and Christ.
Acts 2:36

That same Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ.

1. They Rejected and crucified the Lowly Jesus in Life.
Cf. Zech. 9

- Thy King cometh unto thee: He is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass

2. But He would Rise again from the dead, and be the Lord Jesus.



They entered in, and found not the body of the Lord Jesus.
Lk. 24:3

This address is the first and only occurrence in the Gospels, and only used after His resurrection –
The Jesus in Life was now Lord after death!

3. For now, Sinners have to Confess Jesus is Lord to be saved.
Rom. 10:9, NIV


- if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord,"

and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.


4. And Saints would have to obey the Lord Jesus Who Commanded His Church to Remember Him, thus:
That the Lord Jesus the same night in which He was betrayed…
I Cor. 11:23-25
i. Took bread, and when He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, 


Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.

ii. Took the cup, when He had supped, saying, 


This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye … in remembrance of Me.

C. At the End of the Age. All will have to Confess that Jesus Christ is Lord to God’s Glory.

Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is above every name:

That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and things in earth, 
and things under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

Phil 2:11
Today let us remember that the Jesus Who came on that first Christmas to be born in a Crib proceeded to die on the Cross to save the world from their sins. He, they crucified, but He, having died and resurrected, will come again as Jesus Christ the Lord to be the King of Kings and Lord of lords over all.
All hail the power of Jesus’ Name! 

Let angels prostrate fall…

Crown Him, ye martyrs of our God…

Ye chosen seed of Israel’s race…

Ye Gentile sinners, ne’er forget…

Let every kindred, every tribe on this terrestrial ball…

O that with yonder sacred throng, We at His feet may fall;


Join in the everlasting song, And crown Him Lord of All. 
E Perronet
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R254

1. What is Christmas to you? How would you “Celebrate” it?
REFLECT
If you go to the site cited below you will come across an article of Santa Claus teaching children the Old Meaning of Christmas by illustrating it with the symbols of Christmas:

http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk/customs/Xmas/meaning.htm

Herewith are extracts from the article:
Below is a lovely story about Santa explaining the symbols of Christmas. 
This is a good story for a Christmas assembly.

Santa said: "Teach the children! Teach them the old meaning of Christmas. 

The meaning that now-a-days Christmas has forgotten."
And what is the old meaning of Christmas as can be learnt from the Christmas symbols? 
According to Santa Claus –
· The Fir tree: the pure green colour of the stately fir tree remains green all year round, representing the everlasting hope of mankind, all the needles point heavenward, making it a symbol of man's thoughts turning toward heaven.
· The Star: the heavenly sign of promises long ago. God promised a Saviour for the world, and the star was the sign of fulfillment of His promise.
· The Candle: symbolises that Christ is the light of the world, and when we see this great light we are reminded of Jesus who fills our lives with light.
· The Wreath: symbolises the real nature of love. Real love never ceases, like God’s love which has no beginning or end.
· Santa Claus: I, Santa Clause symbolise the generosity and kindness we feel during the month of December.
· The Holly Plant: represents immortality. It represents the crown of thorns worn by our Saviour. The red holly represents the blood shed by Him.
· The Gift: "Teach the children that God so loved the world that HE gave us HIS only SON... We thank God for his very special gift.
· The Sugar Cane: represents the shepherd's crook. The crook on the staff helps to bring back lost sheep to the flock.
· The Angels: announced the glorious news of the Saviour's birth. The angels sang “Glory to God in the highest, on earth peace and good will toward men.
· The Bells: as the lost sheep are found by the sound of the bell, it should ring to guide us to God. The bell symbolises guidance and return. It reminds us that we are all precious in the eyes of God.
· Remember, teach the children the true meaning of Christmas and do not put me in the centre, for I am but an humble servant of the One that is, and I bow down to worship HIM, our LORD, our GOD." ~Author Unknown ~ Adapted by Woodlands Junior School
2. Are you prepared to have the Christmas tree in your house and teach your children the half-truths about Jesus as illustrated in Santa, the tree, and the symbols on it as advocated by Santa? 

Perhaps, you still would but instead choose to rid the half-truths and tell them the full truths.
How then would you explain the symbols? Would you feel this should be the alternative?  
What would you do this Christmas? 
REFLECT
A Blessed, Joyful and Meaningful Christmas to all of you – Lk. 2:11
