R253_ (R25) Rumination for 13th December 2009.

by K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
It is the Lord
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord.

Jn. 21:7

The Thots:


A. the disciples knew not that it was Jesus.
Jn. 21:4


Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus.

1. Peter was set to go Fishing.
21:3a


Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing.

2. The Disciples were set to Follow him.
21:3b


They say unto him, We also go with thee.

3. They toiled all night, they caught no Fish.
21:3d


and that night they caught nothing.

4. Jesus was there, but they Failed to recognise Him.
21:4


Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples knew not that it was Jesus.

B. that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord.
Jn. 21:7

1. John Recognised the Lord’s Affections 
that disciple whom Jesus loved
21:7

a. He loved his Lord.

b. He knew His Lord loved Him.

2. John Recognised the Lord’s Acts.
21:5- 7

He said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. 
They cast therefore, and now they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes.


a. Only the Lord could Make a fruitless effort fruitful.
21:5, 6


i. From no Meat - Children, have ye any meat? They answered Him, No.
ii. To the Multitude of fishes – Cast the net on the right side…
b. Only the Lord could Manifest Himself this way – It is the Lord!
21:7a
3. But Peter Retreated from the Lord. He cast himself into the sea.
21:7b
a. Earlier, he had Denied his Lord Christ three times.
Mt. 26:75

b. Now, he was Devoid of any Covering – for he was naked.
Jn. 21:7b


i. He put on his fisherman’s Coat.

ii. Into the sea, he Cast himself.

21:7c
He needed Reassurance and Restoration.
Cf. Jn. 21:15-17

C. They knew it was the Lord.
Jn. 21:12, NIV

1. They knew it was the Lord when He invited them to dine.
21:12

a. Thus, Jesus took bread and gave them to eat.
21:13

b. Likewise, He took the fish and gave it to them.
21:13

2. The eyes of the disciples going to Emmaus were opened and they knew Him …
Lk. 24:31


(When) He took bread, and blessed it, and brake, and gave to them.
24:30

3. In the institution of the Lord’s Supper, 

a. The Lord took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto them, saying, 
Lk. 22:19, 20


This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of Me.
b. Likewise also the cup after supper, saying, 


This cup is the new testament in my blood, which is shed for you.

4. On this Lord’s Day, as we take the bread and drink of the cup,

Let us Recognise Him, Remember Him and Revere Him.
I Cor. 11:24, 25

Who is He who from the grave Comes to succour, help, and save?

‘Tis the Lord! O wondrous story! ‘Tis the Lord, the King of Glory!

At His feet we humbly fall – Crown Him! Crown Him, Lord of all!



B. R. Hanby


REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R253
1. The disciples on the road to Emmaus could not recognise the Lord because their “Hero” had been taken away from them. They had been too taken up with their own perceptions of the Lord of what they thought He should be that they failed to see Jesus as He was and misunderstood His mission.

To them, He had become a Stranger.

Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem, and hast not known the things which are come to pass there in these days?

Are you so taken up with your own worries, stress and concerns that the Lord seems to be very far from you to the extent that He has become a Stranger? Do you seem to perceive that He can no more help you so that you think He does not know what is happening to you and even if He knows, He does not care?
REFLECT.
2. For them, Jesus was a Disappointment – He had failed to live up to what they expected of Him – the (physical) Redeemer of Israel!
But we trusted that it had been He which should have redeemed Israel: and beside all this, to day is the third day since these things were done.
Even the news from the women that Jesus could be alive from what they were told by the angels, and from what they saw of the empty tomb which was verified by others from among them, and because up to that moment none saw Him alive, they just could not believe.
Yea, and certain women also of our company made us astonished, which were early at the sepulchre; And when they found not His body, they came, saying, that they had also seen a vision of angels, which said that He was alive. And certain of them which were with us went to the sepulchre, and found it even so as the women had said: but Him they saw not.
Today there is great mounting evidence of the Resurrection of Jesus, though we have yet to see Him alive.

Are you convinced that He is indeed alive and can you see Him in your life?  REFLECT.
I serve a risen Saviour, He's in the world today;

I know that He is living, Whatever men may say;

I see His hand of mercy, I hear His voice of cheer,

And just the time I need Him He's always near.

Chorus:

He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today!

He walks with me and He talks with me

Along life's narrow way.

He lives, He live, salvation to impart!

You ask me how I know He lives:

He lives within my heart.

In all the world around me I see His loving care, 

And tho my heart grows weary I never will despair;

I know that He is leading Thro' all the stormy blast,

The day of His appearing Will come at last.

Rejoice, rejoice, O Christian, Lift up your voice and sing

Eternal hallelujahs To Jesus Christ the King!

The hope of all who seek Him, The help of all who find,

None other is so loving, So good and kind.


Unknown

