243 (R21)_Rumination for 04th October 2009.

The Theme: 
The Blessing and the Blesser
The Text: 
And he called the name of that place Bethel:
Gen. 28:19

 and called the place Elbethel: because there God appeared unto him
Gen. 35:7
The Thots:


A. Jacob – his Bethel and Elbethel

1. At Bethel, Jacob Received God’s Blessing
Gen. 28:19


Luz (= almond tree) was renamed Bethel (= the House of God).
Gen. 28:19

a. It was Bethel because there he heard the Person of God
28:13a

b. It was Bethel because there he received the Promise of God.
28:13b-14

c. It was Bethel because there he was assured the Presence of God.
28:15a

d. It was Bethel because God would bring Him back to the same Place.
28:15b

e. It was Bethel because there he made a Pledge to God…
28:20-22


of all that Thou shalt give me I will surely give the tenth unto thee.


Jacob was taken up with the Blessings that he would receive from God.

2. At Elbethel, Jacob Revered God, the Blesser.
Gen. 35:7

Jacob was about to return to the place where he first started. The place had taken on a new meaning. 

Bethel (the house of God) was about to be renamed Elbethel = the God of Bethel. 

From experiencing the Blessings of God, he had come to know God, the Blesser Himself. 

It was Elbethel because…

a. God in Person had Protected him and His Presence had gone with him all the way. 

35:3


God, who answered me in the day of my distress, and was with me in the way which I went.

b. The Power of God had Prevented His People from being Pursued. 


35:5

the terror of God was upon the cities … and they did not pursue after the sons of Jacob.

c. That had been the Place where God first appeared unto him, but now he knew Him in Person.
35:7.

Jacob had come to know the Blesser more than His Blessings.

d. Thus, Jacob “died” and Israel was born and the Promises renewed.
35:9-15 cf. 32:28


God said unto him, Thy name is Jacob: thy name shall not be called any more Jacob, 

but Israel shall be thy name: and He called his name Israel.
B. Jesus – His Table and His Supper

The Lord’s Table – the Place where we Receive the Blessing of Fellowship
I Cor. 10:16, 17, 21

The Lord’s Supper – it Points to the Person Whom we Remember, the Blesser.
I Cor. 11:20, 23-26

1. The Lord’s Table and the Place of Blessing.

10:21

a. The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? 
10:16

Here, we receive the Blessing of Fellowship with Christ.

b. The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?
Here we received the Blessing of Fellowship…

i. With Christ – communion of the body of Christ.
ii. And with one another – 

For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread.

2. The Lord’s Supper and the Person Who Blesses.

a. Here we meet the Host of the Supper – He Receives all those who are His.
I Cor. 11:23-25

The Lord Jesus…took bread… and said, Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: 

After the same manner also He took the cup…this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.


b. Here we Heed His Reminder to Remember Him.
I Cor. 11:24, 25

This do in remembrance of Me.

c. Here we greet the Head at the Table – He is our Reverent Lord: and we bow before Him.
I Cor. 11:26, NIV

For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until He comes.
Here, O my Lord, I see Thee face to face; Here would I touch and handle things unseen;

Here grasp with firmer hand the eternal grace, and all my weariness upon Thee lean.

Here would I feed upon the Bread of God; Here drink with Thee the royal wine of heaven;

Here would I lay aside each earthly load; Here taste afresh the calm of sin forgiven.

H. Bonar

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R243

1. Often we concentrate on the Blessings and miss out on the Blesser. 
We fail to identify with and acknowledge the Blesser Who Bestows the Blessings, 

REFLECT on the sentiments expressed in the hymn below and see if you can identify yourself with the hymn-writer, Al​bert B. Simp​son as you go through this week.
Once it was the blessing, Now it is the Lord;
Once it was the feeling, Now it is His Word;
Once His gift I wanted, Now, the Giver own;
Once I sought for healing, Now Himself alone.

Refrain

All in all forever, Jesus will I sing;
Everything in Jesus, And Jesus everything.

Once ’twas painful trying, Now ’tis perfect trust;
Once a half salvation, Now the uttermost;
Once ’twas ceaseless holding, Now He holds me fast;
Once ’twas constant drifting, Now my anchor’s cast.

Refrain

Once ’twas busy planning, Now ’tis trustful prayer;
Once ’twas anxious caring, Now He has the care;
Once ’twas what I wanted, Now what Jesus says;
Once ’twas constant asking, Now ’tis ceaseless praise.

Refrain
Once it was my working, His it hence shall be;
Once I tried to use Him, Now He uses me;
Once the pow’r I wanted, Now the Mighty One;
Once for self I labored, Now for Him alone.

Refrain
Once I hoped in Jesus, Now I know He’s mine;
Once my lamps were dying, Now they brightly shine;
Once for death I waited, Now His coming hail;
And my hopes are anchored Safe within the veil.

Refrain

2. One day Jesus entered a certain village. He asked ten lepers to show themselves unto the priests when they asked Him to heal them.  (Lk. 17:11-19) They were to act in faith trusting Him that indeed He would heal them and the priests would verify their healing. On their way to see the priests they were all healed.   And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned back, and with a loud voice glorified God, And fell down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks: and he was a Samaritan. And Jesus answering said, Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine? There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save this stranger. And He said unto him, Arise, go thy way: thy faith hath made thee whole. Are you occupied with the Blesser or with His Blessings? Think back what actually happened last week and what you will do this week. Did you ever pause and say Thank You to the Lord Who blessed you with the many blessings? Will you this week?
REFLECT 
