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The Text: But last of all he sent unto them his son, saying, They will reverence my son.

Matt. 21:37

The Thots:


Intro.:
Last of all would suggest that all other ways and alternatives have been Thought of and Tried, 

leaving only one final choice, and there is no other way.
A. “Last of All” or There was no other way, but for God to send unto them His Son…
1. Even though He is the Great Creator of the Cosmos…
a. And He owned the Cattle on a thousand hills and the wealth in every mine.
Psa. 50:10

For every beast of the forest is Mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills.

…and the wild beasts of the field are Mine…for the world is Mine, and the fulness thereof. Psa. 50:10-12

i. Yet no beast was worthy enough to be the perfect Sacrifice except the Lamb of God.


Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.
Jn. 1:29
Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by His own blood He entered in once
into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.
Heb. 9:12

ii. And no silver or gold could redeem us, except He Who was Rich become poor for us.
I Pet. 1:18, 19

Ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold… 


But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a Lamb without blemish and without spot:


Our Lord Jesus Christ…though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, 

that ye through His poverty might be rich.
II Cor. 8:9
b. He could not Justify any through His creation and created beings.

He needed a Just Man to die for the unjust.
 

For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the Just for the unjust, that He might bring us 
to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit.

I Pet. 3:18

2. Even though He is God
a. His Love for me Demanded it – it was the only way to meet His Righteousness.

i. As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:

Rom. 3:10
ii. And God so loved the world [including me], 

Jn. 3:16
iii. That there was no other way than to give His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.
b. His Life for me meant Death for His Son – It was the only way to meet His Holiness.
Jn. 10:15, 17
i. Thus, God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Rom. 5:8
ii. For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.
Rom. 5:6
iii. For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son.
Rom. 5:10

Hence, this was the ONLY Way!

B. “He sent unto them his Son” for There was no other way.
2. He had sent them His Servants, but they beat, Stoned and killed them.
Mt. 21:34, 35
The husbandmen took his servants, and beat one, and killed another, and stoned another.
3. He had sent them His Prophets, but they Persecuted and slew them.
Acts 7:52
Which of the prophets have not your fathers persecuted? and they have slain them…
of whom ye have been now the betrayers and murderers.
4. He had sent them His Messengers, but they Murdered them.
II Chr. 36:15, 16
The LORD God…sent to them by His messengers…but they mocked the messengers of God, 
and despised His words, and misused His prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose

 against his people, till there was no remedy.
5. Finally He had to send them His Messiah, His Man with the Message…
Mal. 3:1a
Behold, I will send My messenger, and he shall prepare the way before Me:
6. Even then they Mistreated, Manhandled and Murdered Him.
Acts 2:23 
Him…ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain.

C. “Saying, They will reverence my son” As there was no other way.
Mt. 21:37
Last of all he sent unto them his son, saying, They will reverence my son.
2. This was God’s Desire then – Reverence My Son!

3. And this is our Lord’s Desire now – This do in Remembrance of Me.
I Cor. 11:24, 25
Thus, when we Remember Him it should lead us to Revere Him.

THERE WAS NO OTHER WAY THEN, THERE IS NO OTHER WAY NOW!

There was no other way a God of love could find

To reconcile the world and save a lost mankind

It took the death of his own Son upon the tree

 
There was no other way but Calvary.
John W. Peterson

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. When dealing with unbelievers and their salvation, God’s patience seems to have no end.
a. The Lord Jesus had said to His disciples:
Mt. 19:23-26
Verily I say unto you, That a rich man shall hardly enter into the kingdom of heaven.
And again I say unto you, It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle, 
than for a rich man to enter into the kingdom of God.

The disciples as expected were exceedingly amazed, saying, Who then can be saved?

And the Lord Jesus replied:
With men this is impossible; but with God all things are possible.

b. Even if there was the small possibility of a few people who could be saved, God would go all the way to save them as He did in the days of Noah:
For Christ died for sins once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God. He was put to death in the body but made alive by the Spirit, through whom also He went and preached to the spirits in prison who disobeyed long ago when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, eight in all, were saved through water,

I Pet. 3:18-20, NIV
c. The Lord indeed is longsuffering with regard to the salvation of precious souls:
Beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day.
The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some men count slackness; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.

II Pet. 3:8, 9
REFLECT on this Longsuffering of the Lord to bring all to repentance and salvation.
2. However when it came to His own people, He certainly could not tolerate their downright disobedience, rebellion and apostasy and He would have to do what He would not like to do to them in spite of His compassion for them because there was no other way:
The LORD God of their fathers sent to them by His messengers, rising up betimes, and sending; because He had compassion on His people, and on His dwelling place:
But they mocked the messengers of God, and despised His words, and misused his prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose against His people, till there was no remedy.

II Chr. 3:15, 16
This would also be the case for those who have every opportunity to know Him fully and yet willfully turn away from Him in apostasy. For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were made partakers of the Holy Ghost, And have tasted the good word of God, and the powers of the world to come, if they shall fall away, to renew them again unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh, and put him to an open shame.
Heb. 6:4-6
REFLECT on this very serious and solemn responsibility of God’s people to always be sensitive to the Spirit’s voice and be responsive to His pleadings:
To day if ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts, as in the provocation. For some, when they had heard, did provoke…And to whom sware He that they should not enter into His rest, but to them that believed not? So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief.  Let us therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it.
Heb. 3:15-4:1

