R230 (R13).  Rumination for 5th July, 2009

by K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
Two Grains 
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:  
Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, 


it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.

Jn. 12:24, NRSV

The Thots: 

Introduction: In history, two grains fell to the ground and died with each bringing forth much fruit in its own way.

A. The Two Gods who Delivered their two Grains to Die –


1. The Philistines’ god, Dagon, “delivered” Samson to the Philistines.
Jud. 16:23
The lords of the Philistines …said, Our god [Dagon] hath delivered Samson our enemy into our hand.

a. So the Philistines gathered…to offer a great Sacrifice unto Dagon their god.
v. 23

b. So they Sang the praise of their god, Dagon: Our god hath delivered into our hands our enemy.
v. 24

c. So they said, Call for Samson, that he may make us Sport.
v. 25

d. So the dead which he [Samson] Slew at his death were more than they which he slew in his life.
v. 30b
2. God delivered His Son to the people. 

Rom. 8:32 cf. Mk. 9:31; 10:33
He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all
a. So they Sought His death – the people took counsel against Jesus to put Him to death.
Matt. 27:1, 2

b. So when he [Pilate] had Scourged Jesus, he delivered Him to be crucified. 
Mt. 27:26

c. So they Slew Him on the cross – Him…by wicked hands have crucified and slain.
Acts. 2:23


– He was God’s Son Sacrificed for our Sin to be our Substitute!
Heb. 10:7-10a; 


Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree
I Pet. 2:24a
B. Compare and Contrast The Two “Grains” at the time of Death.
Jud. 16:28-30; Jn. 12:24

	
	Samson
	I Sam 16
	God’s Son
	

	1. 
	His “Portrayal” of the Cross:

Samson took hold of the two middle pillars … of the one with his right hand, and of the other with his left.
	v. 29
	His Position on the Cross:

and they crucified him, 

i.e. with outstretched hands.
	Mk. 15:25

	2. 
	His Prayer to God:

O God…
	v. 28
	His Prayer: My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?
	Mk. 15:34

	3. 
	His Imprecatory Prayer:

…that I may be at once avenged of the Philistines
	v. 28
	His Interceding Prayer:

Father, forgive them for they know not what they do.
	Lk. 23:34

	4. 
	His Final Wish:

Let me die with the Philistines. 

And he bowed himself with all his might…
	v. 30
	His Finished Work:

Jesus said, "It is finished." 

With that, He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.
	Jn. 19:30

	5. 
	His Death brought forth more Death.

…and the house fell upon the lords, and upon all the people that were therein. So the dead which he slew at his death were more than they which he slew in his life.
	v. 30
	His Death brought forth Life from Death

When Jesus had cried out again in a loud voice, He gave up His spirit.

And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom; … And the graves were opened; and many bodies of the saints which slept arose.
	Matt. 27:50. NIV

Mt. 27:51, 52

	.
	Verily, verily, I say unto you, 

Except a corn of wheat fall into the ground and die,

 it abideth alone: 

but if it die, it bringeth forth much fruit. 

Jn. 12:24


Behold His arms extended wide, on the cross!

Behold His bleeding hands and side, on the cross!

And now the mighty deed is done, on the cross!

The battle fought, the victory won, on the cross!


Joseph Hoskins

REFLECTION FOR THE WEEK
R. 230
1. Paul wrote:
Gal. 2:20
I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, 
Who loved me, and gave Himself for me.
What do you think Paul meant by the above?

Jesus said to the rich man who asked Him how he could inherit eternal life:
Mk. 10:21, 22

Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, 
One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor, 
and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and follow me.

And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for he had great possessions.
What do you think Jesus meant by the above statement?

How do you think the young man understood Jesus’ statement so much so that 
he preferred to withdraw from his quest of eternal life and went away empty?

Jesus also said unto His disciples:
Mt. 16:24-26
If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, 
and follow Me. For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever 
will lose his life for My sake shall find it. For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?

Putting the three above statements together, what do you think Paul implied when he said, “I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me…”


REFLECT.
2. Writing to the believers in Rome, Paul claimed that they should know at least FOUR things:
Know this: 


a. That so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into His death? Rom. 6:3
b. That our old man is crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin.
Rom. 6:6
c. That Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; 
death hath no more dominion over Him.
Rom. 6:9
d. That to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?
Rom. 6:16
Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Rom. 6:11
O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?

I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Rom. 7:24, 25
Paul was crucified with Christ and died to self and to the world. 
He lived through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
REFLECT on how you too can live such a Victorious and Fruitful life.
