R229 (R12).  Rumination for 28th June, 2009

by K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
The Love of God 
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text:  We love Him, because He first loved us.
I Jn. 4:19
The Thots: The Love of God…
A. As Demonstrated by the Triune God
Jn. 3:16

1. The Father gave the world His Son to Show how much He loved them.
Jn. 3:16
a. The Statement of His Love: God so loved the world.
b. The Extent of His Love: that He gave His only begotten Son.
c. The Consent Conditioned in His Love: that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish.
d. The Present of His Love: but have everlasting life.

e. The Complement of His Love: that we should be called children of God

I Jn. 3:1, cf. NIV
How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! 
And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know Him.
2. The Son, died for Sinners to manifest this Love.
Rom. 5:8-10

God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.
a. The Son was Crucified on the Cross in order to die for us.

i. He died for us when we were Weak –
5:6a


For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died…
ii. He died for us when we were Without God –

5:6b


For…in due time Christ died for the ungodly.

iii. He died for us When we were sinners and His enemies

5:8, 10


While we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son,

 much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.
b. The Son Commended the Father’s love for Him to us:
Jn. 15:9

As the Father hath loved Me, so have I loved you: continue ye in My love.
c. And He also personally Committed His own love to us. 

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me:
…The Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me.
Gal. 2:20

3. The Spirit was given us to Shed abroad this love of God.
Rom. 5:5 Also see #B below
The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us.
Or God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.
NRSV
B. To be Reciprocated by us.



1. We are to love Him Back - We love Him, because He first loved us.

I Jn. 4:19

2. We are to love our Brethren -

Jn. 3:16 cf. I Jn. 3:16
a. God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son…
Jn. 3:16

b. Hereby perceive we the love of God, because He laid down His life for us: 
I Jn. 3:16a

and we ought to lay down our lives for the brethren.
I Jn. 3:16b
3. Now we are to look for the Blessed hope Bestowed on us by His Love.

I Jn. 3:1-3 cf. Tit. 2:13, NRSV
a. We are now called Sons (children) of God.
3:1, 2a cf. Jn. 1:12

See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; and that is what we are
b. Soon we shall be like the Son Himself
3:2b


When he is revealed, we will be like Him, for we will see Him as He is
c. This is our hope in our coming Saviour.
3:3; Tit. 2:13, NRSV

And all who have this hope in Him purify themselves, just as He is pure.
While we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ
In the meanwhile, we observe the Lord’s Supper and Remember Him in the symbols before us, 

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till he come.
I Cor. 11:26

In the bread, and in the cup,

Symbols of Thine Bruised Body and Thine shed Blood,

We eat and we drink, we remember Thee O Beloved Lord.
Thy Love so great; Thy Love so pure

To save us – sinners, enemies, ungodly, O so impure!


Truly, if ever we love Thee, Lord Jesus, ‘tis now. 
KC Ung
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The love of God is greater far Than tongue or pen can ever tell;
It goes beyond the highest star, And reaches to the lowest hell;
The guilty pair, bowed down with care, God gave His Son to win;
His erring child He reconciled, And pardoned from his sin. 
Refrain

O love of God, how rich and pure! How measureless and strong!
It shall forevermore endure The saints’ and angels’ song.
When years of time shall pass away, And earthly thrones and kingdoms fall,
When men, who here refuse to pray, On rocks and hills and mountains call,
God’s love so sure, shall still endure, All measureless and strong;
Redeeming grace to Adam’s race— The saints’ and angels’ song.

Refrain

Could we with ink the ocean fill, And were the skies of parchment made,
Were every stalk on earth a quill, And every man a scribe by trade,
To write the love of God above, Would drain the ocean dry.
Nor could the scroll contain the whole, Though stretched from sky to sky.

Refrain
Fred​er​ick M. Leh​man;

The Story behind the Song as extracted from The Cyber Hymnal is as follows: [http://www.hymntime.com/tch/htm/l/o/loveofgo.htm]
Words: Fred​er​ick M. Leh​man; he wrote this song in 1917 in Pas​a​de​na, Cal​i​fornia, and it was pub​lished in Songs That Are Dif​fer​ent, Vol​ume 2, 1919. The lyr​ics are based on the Jew​ish poem Had​da​mut, writ​ten in Ara​ma​ic in 1050 by Meir Ben Isaac Ne​hor​ai, a can​tor in Worms, Ger​ma​ny; they have been trans​lat​ed in​to at least 18 lang​uages.

One day, dur​ing short in​ter​vals of in​at​ten​tion to our work, we picked up a scrap of pa​per and, seat​ed up​on an emp​ty le​mon box pushed against the wall, with a stub pen​cil, add​ed the (first) two stan​zas and chor​us of the song…Since the lines (3rd stan​za from the Jew​ish po​em) had been found pen​ciled on the wall of a pa​tient’s room in an in​sane asy​lum af​ter he had been car​ried to his grave, the gen​er​al opin​ion was that this in​mate had writ​ten the epic in mo​ments of san​ity.

Frederick M. Lehman, “History of the Song, The Love of God,” 1948

Music: Fred​er​ick Leh​man; ar​ranged by his daugh​ter, Clau​dia L. Mays
1. Read the text of the Song and the Story behind it above. Reflect on the amazing love of God so expressed especially this last stanza by an inmate in an insane asylum:

Could we with ink the ocean fill, And were the skies of parchment made,
Were every stalk on earth a quill, And every man a scribe by trade,
To write the love of God above, Would drain the ocean dry.
Nor could the scroll contain the whole, Though stretched from sky to sky.

This wonderful song has been translated into at least 18 languages for the people in these many lands to echo the very feelings and emotions of this inmate. Do you not think that God is (and I speak reverently) “insane” to give His Beloved Son as an offering for our sins to be crucified by creatures He came to save yet were crazy enough to crucify Him on the cross? How should you respond to such love?


REFLECT.

2. Many have heard of Jim Eliot, God’s Missionary who reached out to the Auca Indians and paid with his life. Yet, in life, he could write: He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he can never loose and lived it out by dying in the process. 
Do you think that this is just reciprocation on your part for what God has done for you? REFLECT
[For those who want to read more of his famous quotes, visit: http://www.seel.us/christian/Quotes-from-Jim-Eliot.htm]

CT Studd, was the famous English cricketer and one of the Cambridge Seven who forsook his cricketing fame and family fortune to follow Hudson Taylor to China. He returned 21 years later, broken in health, after serving in China and India. Unexpectedly he received a new and very distinct call to the heart of Africa. At 53, leaving his invalid wife in England, he set out in utter reliance on God's promises. His answer to all who questioned the wisdom of his action was found on a postcard on his desk: If Jesus Christ be God, and died for me, then no sacrifice can be too great for me to take for Him.[Extracted from: http://www.nathan.co.za/ct_studd.asp ]. Was he “insane” to do this? REFLECT.
