R225 (R11) Rumination for 31st May 2009 

by K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
The Young Child and His Mother
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
when they were come into the house, they saw the young Child 


with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him:

Matt. 2:11
The Thots:


Introduction: The young Child with/and His mother occurs 5 times in Matt. 2:11, 13, 14, 20, 21

A. The Ranking of the Young Child and His Mother


1. The Origin of the Young Child – He is from above



a. He was from Heaven, therefore above all that was of the earth…

Jn. 3:31; 8:23


He that cometh from above is above all…he that cometh from heaven is above all.

b. But He was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death…
Heb. 2:9

c. And made of a woman, made under the law,

Gal. 4:4

Yet, the Child was ever before the mother! – the young Child and His mother.
See #2
2. The Order of the Young Child and His Mother. 
Matt. 2:11, 13, 14, 20, 21

Note: The order is the Young Child and His mother.
The young Child comes first.
a. The Child was above His mother cf. Woman.
Jn. 2:3, 4 cf. Gal. 4:4


Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? Mine hour is not yet come.

In His Messianic ministry, she is no Maternal authority. 

b. The Child was not from the mother 

Cf. Mt. 1:20, NIV

– what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.


c. Nor was the Child the real son of His father.
cf. Lk. 3:23

being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph.
 

i. He is Jesus: for he shall save his people from their sins.
1:21
ii. He is Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.
1:23
B. The Reverence for the Young Child Over His Mother

Matt. 2:11
1. The Prophecy regarding the Young Child.

a. He was the Subject of Prophecy – for thus it is written by the prophet
2:5, 6

b. He was the Star out of Jacob in the East… for we have seen His star in the east
2:2 cf. Num. 24:17

c. He was the Sovereign to be worshipped… and are come to worship Him.
2:2

d. He was the Sole Child to be worshipped, not Mary, His mother.
2:11cf. Rev. 20:9


– they saw the young child with Mary His mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him:
2. The Presents for the Young Child.


Matt. 2:11

when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.

a. Gold (the gift for kings) 
– Pointing to His Deity.
I Kgs. 10:10, 11, 14


b. Frankincense (spice used for the Meal offering) 
– Pointing to His Humanity. 
Lev. 2:1, 2


c. Myrrh (spice used for embalming for burial) 
– Pointing to His Substitutionary Death.  Jn. 19:39, 40

But we see Jesus, Who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death,
 crowned with glory and honour; that He by the grace of God should taste death for every man.

C. The Relationship of the Young Child and His Mother

1. He knew His Family – those others doing His Father’s Will as well.
Matt. 12:46-50


He stretched forth His hand toward His disciples, and said, Behold My mother and My brethren!

Whosoever shall do the will of My Father which is in heaven, the same is My brother, and sister, and mother.
2. He knew His Priority – the Father’s Will and timing was all important. 
Jn. 2:3, 4


Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? Mine hour is not yet come.
3. And He knew His Responsibility – to care for His mother 
Jn. 19:26, 27

When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple standing by, whom He loved, 
He saith unto His mother, Woman, behold thy son! Then saith He to the disciple, 
Behold thy mother! And from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home.
4. Even as He completed His Father’s mission and ended His earthly ministry.
Jn. 19:30; Lk. 23:46, NRSV

When Jesus had received the wine, He said, "It is finished." Then He bowed His head and gave up His spirit.
Then Jesus, crying with a loud voice, said, "Father, into Your hands I commend My spirit."
Having said this, He breathed His last.
While we remember the Christ on the Cross this day,

Let us nor forget the Babe in the Cradle that grew up to show us the Way.

He is now seated and Crowned with glory, the Lamb upon the throne,

Before Him let us worship and fall prone.

Let us bring forth our presents of Gold, Frankincense and Myrrh Him to adore,

And to remind us of the One Who came from above our status to restore.
KC Ung
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 225
1. There are few records of Jesus as a young Child in the Scripture. However, two well-known records of Jesus when He was a young Child found Him in the temple. 

The Lord Jesus then…
a. Was Presented to the Lord by His Parents in the Temple.

And Simeon Predicted:

Lk. 2:21-35
21  And when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the child… they brought him to Jerusalem, to present him to the Lord;

25  And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon…And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of the law, Then took he him up in his arms, and blessed God,...

34  And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, Behold, this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken against;

35  (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.
b. As a twelve-year-old Child went with His Parents to the temple to keep the Feast of Passover. Later he stayed behind and Puzzled the authorities with his learning.

When His Parents found Him later, He clarified His Purpose and Mission in relation to His Father:

Luke 2:41-52

41  Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast of the passover.

42  And when he was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem after the custom of the feast. And when they had fulfilled the days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it.

46  And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and asking them questions.

47  And all that heard him were astonished at his understanding and answers. And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father and I have sought thee sorrowing. And he said unto them, How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not that I must be about my Father's business?

50  And they understood not the saying which he spake unto them. And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject unto them: but his mother kept all these sayings in her heart.


52  And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man.
Today there is a trend to separate the children from the parents to follow their own children’s programme especially in “worship”. The children are not integrated with the parents and other adults in the main meeting place. Consequently a generation gap surfaces between the adults and the young to the extent that there is a Children’s Church as separate from the Adult Church. How will this affect the church, the body of Christ as we understand it and as the Bible teaches? Is this a good trend? Give your reasons.
REFLECT.

2. The summation of the growing years of Jesus was that Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and man. (Lk. 2:52)
This statement would suggest that He grew up in the company of adults (“in favour with man”) and through observation of the behaviour of some good role models from among them He grew in wisdom and stature. By isolating children and young teenagers in their growing years from adults and allowing to meet by themselves, do you think these young ones will grow in wisdom and stature? Give your reasons.

What about the adults? Can they learn from the children too?
REFLECT.
