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The Text:  A sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour.



Eph. 5:2
The Thots:

A. Christ Offered Himself for us a Sacrifice to God.
Eph. 5:2

Christ also hath loved us, and hath given Himself for us an offering 

and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour.

1. The Inefficiency of the Mosaic Sacrifices – they could not Perfect a Person.
Gifts and sacrifices, that could not make him that did the service perfect.

9:9
2. The Inadequacy of the Sacrifices – they could not Please God.

Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin Thou wouldest not, 

neither hadst pleasure therein; which are offered by the law;

10:8

3. Thus, the Inevitability for Christ to offer Himself to Please God and to Purge our sins.

a. Then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of Me,) to do Thy will, O God.
10:7


b. How much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself 

without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?
9:14
· Christ’s Sacrifice brought ultimate Pleasure to God being one of a Sweet-Smelling Savour.  Cf. Heb. 10:6-10

B. The Shulamite Woman offered her Spikenard.
S of S 1:12

While the king sitteth at his table, my spikenard sendeth forth the smell thereof.

1. She Approached the king with awe and reverence.
2. She Attended the king’s presence prepared with her nard.
3. The Aroma of her spikenard sacrifice was fragrance to the king – my perfume spread its fragrance.
1:12, NIV

Cf. And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.

Jn. 12:3, NIV
· Her Sacrifice Poured forth as Sweet-Smelling Savour unto her king.

C. Mary Sacrificed her costly Spikenard.
Jn. 12:3

Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, 

and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment.

1. Mary knew the Person of her Lord and His coming Purposed mission.
Jn. 12:7

Let her alone: against the day of My burying hath she kept this.

2. She had Purchased the Perfume for this day – She bought it…for the day of My burial.
12:7, NRSV

3. Its aroma Poured out and the house was filled with the fragrance of the Perfume. 

12:3, NRSV

· It was a Sacrifice of Sweet-Smelling Savour that Permeated the house.




D. The Philippian Saints’ Gift to Paul.  

Phil. 4:18

But I have… received … the things which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell,

a sacrifice acceptable, well-pleasing to God.

1. The Philippians’ stewardship of what they received led them to give gifts to Paul.
Phil. 4:18a, NIV

I am amply supplied, now that I have received…the gifts you sent…
cf. 4:15
2. He received it as their fellowship [with him] in the gospel from the first day until now.
1:5
3. Their giving was an act of worship – an offering to God, well-pleasing to Him.

4:18b

They are a fragrant offering, an acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God.
· Their Partnership with Paul was of a Sweet-Smelling Savour Sacrifice acceptable and well-pleasing to God.

 

E. Our Sacrifice of Praise to God this day
Heb. 13:15

By Him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, 
the fruit of our lips giving thanks to His name.

1. Jesus Sacrificed Himself as Propitiation for our sins – He is the propitiation for our sins.

I Jn. 2:2


2. The Shulamite woman came Prepared with her spikenard and its fragrance wafted to the king.
S of S 1:12
3. Mary’s Spikenard was Purchased beforehand to anoint Jesus against the day of His burial.

Jn. 12:7
4. The Saints in Philippi gave of what they had received as an act of worship to God.
Phil. 4:18
· As we remember Him this day, let us Pour forth our Sacrifice as Sweet-Smelling Savour unto God

and may the fruit of our lips be the continuous Praise of His lovely Name every day.

By Him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually,
that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to His name.
Heb. 13:15
Let us Remember and Revere Him.

Let us Send forth our Sacrifice of Praise to Him,

And may it ever be like Incense of Sweet-smelling Savour



Bringing Him much Pleasure to Him.
KC Ung
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 224
1. Mary’s offering of her purchased pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly to anoint the feet of Jesus was indeed very exemplary. While her brother and sister were at the supper table, it was Mary’s act that can demonstrate to us how we can approach and prepare ourselves for the Lord’s Supper.
a. Her Purchase of the ointment.

She had saved much money for that purchase as it was very costly. 

Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly

· Like David, she would not offer to her Lord that which cost her nothing:

neither will I offer burnt offerings unto the LORD my God of that which doth cost me nothing. 
II Sam. 24:24

· Contrast this with Judas’ attitude:

Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred pence, and given to the poor?

This he said, not that he cared for the poor; but because he was a thief, 
and had the bag, and bare what was put therein.

· Sometimes we may be called upon to sacrifice the extra minutes of our sleep to be punctual at the Lord’s Supper, a business appointment in order to keep our appointment with the Lord, a family outing to some place on the particular day, etc. etc. It could be very costly for us in certain terms, but are we prepared to expend that cost? Or are we prepared to remember the Lord only according to our own convenience?
b. Her Purpose was that she might anoint the Lord for the day of His burial.

Then said Jesus, Let her alone: against the day of my burying hath she kept this.

· From whom did she learn this? It must be from the Lord when she sat at His feet.


Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard His word.
Lk. 10:39

· Before coming to the Lord’s Supper, do we spend time reading His Word seeking to know more about our Lord so that we have something to pass on to Him as our sacrifice of a sweet-smelling savour in our remembrance and worship of Him?
For those who are not sure how, the meditation of the above weekly Rumination is one way. Remember we should not appear before the LORD empty.
Deut. 16:16b

c. Her Performed act centred on the Lord’s anointing and His coming burial.

Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus.

Then said Jesus, Let her alone: against the day of my burying hath she kept this.

Mary focused her anointing act on two events: the Lord’s anointing and the Lord’s coming death and burial.

· Today these two acts are past – the anointing of Jesus for His burial.

Today we look back to the past and remember what He did for us even as we look at the present at the emblems on the table to remind us of His death, burial and resurrection. 
At the same time we look forward to the future when He will come again for us.

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.

Such is and should be the focus of our attention at the Lord’s Supper.

Is the Lord’s Supper meaningful to you as you commemorate the Lord? REFLECT.
2. Be ye therefore followers of God, as dear children; Walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.

Eph. 5:1, 2
The Lord’s Walk and Life was one likened to an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling savour. It suggests a life that is well-pleasing to God doing His Will, engaged in His Work and praising Him in Worship. Is your life well-pleasing to Him?
REFLECT.
