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The Theme: 
At The Table of the King
berita-bethel-ung.com

The Text: 
While the king sitteth at his table, my spikenard sendeth forth the smell thereof.
S of S 1:12
The Thots:


A. At the Table of the King

S of S 1:12-14
While the king sitteth at his table, my spikenard sendeth forth the smell thereof.
1. The Shulamite Maiden at the King’s Table – Three main thots are brought up in this text: 1:12a cf. 6:13
a. The king 

- Stating His Kingship.

b. (Sitteth) at His table 

- Suggesting His Headship
c. My perfume spread its fragrance.
- Sacrificing her Worship.
1:12b-14, NIV
i. Her Attraction to her lover – 


Pleasing is the fragrance of your perfumes; your name is like perfume poured out.
Cf. 1:3
ii. Her Affection for her lover – My lover is to me a sachet of myrrh resting between my breasts.

iii. Her Appreciation of her lover – My lover is to me a cluster of henna blossoms from the vineyards of En Gedi.
iv. Her Adoration of her lover – While the king was at his table, my perfume spread its fragrance.

· Compare the Shulamite’s Attitude to her king with ours towards our King at His table.
See #B below.
2. Mephibosheth at the King’s Table –… did eat continually at the king's table. 

II Sam. 9:13
a. Mephibosheth’s Unworthiness:
i. He was the Heir (grandson) of the king’s “enemy”, Saul.

3:1, 6


Now there was long war between the house of Saul and the house of David:

ii. He was Handicapped – Jonathan hath yet a son, which is lame on his feet.

9:3, 13

b. The King’s Kindness:
i. The king showed kindness to Mephibosheth for Jonathan’s sake.

9:1, 7
The soul of Jonathan was knit with the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul.
18:1b
ii. The king showed kindness to Mephibosheth for God’s sake.

9:3

c. The King’s Graciousness: Mephibosheth was invited to eat at the king’s table continually.
9:7
i. The Personal assurance: Fear not: for I will surely show thee kindness for Jonathan thy father's sake.
ii. The Promise: I will restore thee all the land of Saul thy father.
iii. The Privilege:  thou shalt eat bread at my table continually.
Mephibosheth’s Privileges at the King’s Table

· Thou shalt eat bread at my table continually.

9:7
· Mephibosheth thy master's son shall eat bread alway at my table.

9:10
· Mephibosheth, said the king… shall eat at my table, as one of the king's sons.

9:11
· Mephibosheth dwelt in Jerusalem: for he did eat continually at the king's table; 
9:13
and was lame on both his feet.
· A Grim Reminder of his Condition – he was Handicapped and Helpless.
· A Great Remembrance of the king’s Condescension – to Have Him seated at the king’s table!
· Would not Mephibosheth’s condition and position sound like ours as we sit at the King’s table?
B. At the Table of the Lord – the King of kings
I Cor. 10:22; 11:23-29
1. The Lord’s Supper Instituted and His Lordship Indicated.

11:20, 23

Note the six occurrences of Lord and Lord’s –

in 11:20-29

a. When ye come together therefore into one place, this is not to eat the Lord's supper.
11:20
b. I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, 

11:23a
c. That the Lord Jesus the same night in which He was betrayed took bread:

11:23b
d. As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.11:26
e. Whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily,…

11:27a
f.  Shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.

11:27b
2. The Lord’s Table – 
a. His Lordship at the head of the Table.

10:21, NRSV
i. The Cup is the Lord’s: You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons.
ii. The Communion is of the Lord’s: You cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons.
b. Our Fellowship around the bread and cup

10:16, 17

i. The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ?
ii. The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?
iii. For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread.
· At the Table of the King of kings, we are one with Him and one with each other.
· At the Supper, we are to eat of the bread and drink of the cup worthily in remembrance of our King.  11:24-27
Around Thy Table, holy Lord, We see Thy face and Thee we adore.

We break the bread – we remember Thine body for us was bruised sore,

We partake of it – we remember our fellowship with one another in Thine Body,

We drink the cup - we hear Thee saying: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.
Thus, this day, at Thine Table, we revere Thine Kingship, Thine Headship and Lordship, 

 And unto Thee we now bow in Worship. 
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1. The Lord’s Table, unlike the Lord’s Supper which Commemorates the Remembrance of the Lord in the participation of the elements on the Table, embraces and emphasises the wider Concept of the Community of Christ’s people in the Communion with Him in the Body of Christ and with one another as symbolised in our participation of the one loaf of bread and the drinking of the cup.
The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? 
The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?

For we being many are one bread, and one body: 
for we are all partakers of that one bread. 
I Cor. 10:16, 17
The one loaf not only symbolises the body of Christ sacrificed for us on the Cross:

Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.
11:24

But also the oneness of His Church in Communion with one another in the Body of Christ:

For we being many are one bread, and one body: 
For we are all partakers of that one bread 
I Cor. 10:16, 17

For as the body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, 
being many, are one body: so also is Christ. For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit. For the body is not one member, but many.
I Cor. 12:12-14
Taking into consideration these thoughts about the Bread as the Body of Christ in two aspects, what do you think are your responsibilities as you partake of the loaf of the broken bread?
REFLECT
2. In Connection with the Lord’s Table and the Lord’s Supper, a warning is given with respect to each of them, thus:
The Lord’s Table:

You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons too;
You cannot have a part in both the Lord's table and the table of demons.
I Cor. 10:21, NIV

The Lord’s Supper:

A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup.

For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord

eats and drinks judgment on himself.
I Cor. 11:28, 29, NIV

These are two very solemn warnings. How would you take heed to them with regard to the Lord’s Supper and your relationship to the Lord and others in His body?
REFLECT
