R220 (R8)  Rumination for April 26, 2009

by K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
When they saw Him 
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
And when the queen of Sheba had seen…
II Chr. 9:3, 4
The Thots:

A. When the Queen of Sheba Had SEEN the Wisdom of Solomon,
II Chr. 9:3, 4

1. Her Breath was taken away – there was no more spirit in her
9:4
a. Earlier she had heard of the fame of Solomon
9:1a
b. She came to prove Solomon with hard questions at Jerusalem
9:1b
c. What she saw was way beyond what she had heard of Solomon.
9:3, 4

For thou exceedest the fame that I heard
9:6
· She heard, she came, she saw and she was swept away!
2. She Blessed Solomon’s God – Blessed be the LORD thy God.
9:8, 9
a. She gave Solomon gifts of what she Brought.
9:9a
An hundred and twenty talents of gold, and of spices great abundance, and precious stones
b. She gave Solomon’s gifts which were her Best.
9:9b

Neither was there any such spice as the queen of Sheba gave king Solomon.

3. As for us this day, Behold a greater than Solomon is here.
Cf. Mt. 12:42

a. How then shall we be Blessing our Lord? 
Psa. 103:1, 2
Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless His holy name… forget not all His benefits
b. What have we Brought for our Lord? – They shall not appear before the LORD empty.
Deut. 16:16
· When the Magi saw the young Child with Mary His mother [they] fell down, and worshipped Him…
When they had opened their treasures, they presented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.

Mt. 2:11
B. When Peter, James and John SAW Jesus’ transfigured glory, 
Matt. 17:2, 8

1. Peter Bade for all to stay – he would not that any should go away.

17:4

a. First, he Asked to “memorialize” what they Saw. 

17:4
Peter… said unto Jesus, Lord, it is good for us to be here: if Thou wilt, let us make here

 three tabernacles; one for Thee, and one for Moses, and one for Elias.



b. He was not Allowed; they must listen only to God’s Singular Son.

17:5
Behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud, 
which said, This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased; hear ye Him.

c. Only He, and He Alone, must be in their Memory and Vision, Seen and adored.

17:8


When they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, save Jesus only.
2. They were then Bidden not to give Him away – Tell the vision to no man

17:9

a. The time had not come for such Revelation – 
} until the Son of man.
b. They had to wait until He was Risen from the dead.
} be risen again from the dead


c. But unto us, He says, I am He that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore.  Rev. 1:18

· He is in our midst today, and He has left us His own Memorials of Bread and Wine to remember Him!
C. When Mary Magdalene saw her Master,
Jn. 20:15-18

1. She Recognised Him not and Requested that she might be allowed to take His body away.
20:15
2. However, it was His Voice that later gave Him away – Jesus saith unto her, Mary.
20:16

3. And she was to tell Jesus’ brethren that He was soon going away.
20:17

· Today He is away, but can we hear His Voice saying, “this do ye…in remembrance of Me” this day?

D. When Thomas saw his Lord…
Jn. 20: 26-29

1. He Believed and proclaimed Him, “My Lord, and my God” straightaway.
20:28

2. He was Blessed because He saw – Thomas, because thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed:
20:29a

3. Blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.
20:29b

· At this Lord’s Supper, we may not see Him, but we are Blessed ‘cos we Believe. What do we say to Him?


When they SAW Him… 
The Queen of Sheba had her breath taken away; 
Peter, James and John were not to give His glorious secret away,

Until He be risen after His death on the third day.

Yea, Mary on recognising Him, said, Rabboni. 

She was to tell His brethren that He was soon going away.

And Thomas confronted with the proofs that he could not deny,

Proclaimed, “My Lord and my God” straightway.

What then O dear brother, O dear sister, should you now say,


As you remember Him this Lord’s Day?
KC Ung

REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 219
1. The Queen of Sheba had heard of King Solomon and his wisdom. 
Then she prepared herself to visit him. She gathered together her gifts that she intended to give Solomon. When she saw him, she was prepared with those gifts and she presented them to him as her act of Admiration of him.
When the Magi first read of the Messiah, most probably from the Scriptures, they sort of expected the kind of Person He would be, though even a Child. They prepared themselves for the long journey and got ready the gifts they would present to Him when they met up with the young Child. Thus, when they saw Him, they presented unto Him meaningful gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh and fell down and worshipped Him in Adoration.

The common tie that bound the two together was their Anticipation of whom they were going to meet, their preparation of themselves to meet him and how they ought to meet him to give him the proper esteem that he deserved, consequent on what they had discovered about him earlier. 
Their final stage was their Awed-presentation of the gifts they had prepared in adoration of the person they had come to meet. Certainly whom they saw was beyond what they could imagine or expect. They were amazed, in awe and wonder, and in the case of the Magi, they even worshipped the Child.

Do you make any preparations each time you come to the Lord’s Supper on the Lord’s Day? 

What has been your anticipation and is what is your preparation during the week? Have you brought along your gifts to present to Him as you bow down before Him in worship and adoration when you meet Him at the Lord’s Table?
REFLECT on how you will prepare yourself to meet Him next Lord’s Day.

2. Peter wanted to erect material memorials of His experience of his vision of the Lord, Moses and Elijah. The Lord would not allow that as their memory of what they saw should only be of Him and Him alone. What do you see each Lord’s Day as you come to view the memorials of the bread and the cup, the Lord had instituted to be used in remembrance of Him? When you participate in the breaking of the bread and in the drinking of the cup, what have your thoughts been? Thinking of Him and meditating on His wonderful redemptive works He has done for you, or of your many other duties you need to perform after the service is over and you return to your mundane routine of a daily subsistence all over again? Or is it a time of preparation when you are preparing yourself to see the Lord again on the Lord’s Day? REFLECT
