R215 (R4).  Rumination for March 22, 2009

by K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
Brought to the Cross.

The Text:
He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter
Isa. 53:7
The Thots:

A. He was Brought as a lamb to the slaughter. By whom?
Isa. 53:7

He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter.
1. In the Context, it was the LORD God Himself.

a. Smitten of God, and afflicted.
53:4

b. The LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.
53:6

2. In Comparison, Abraham brought his son to be Sacrificed.

Gen. 22:6-8
a. But his one and only son whom he loved never died
22:2, 12

· Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest…and offer him there for a burnt offering.
· Lay not thine hand upon the lad…for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou 

hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from Me.

b. A ram for him God did provide.
22:13


Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: 

and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son.
c. As for God, His one and only Son, was not spared and He was crucified.

See #B below
For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son.
Jn. 3:16, NIV
He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all
Rom. 8:32

3. In Commemoration, Abraham named the altar – JEHOVAH-jireh 
22:14


= "On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided."
NRSV

Cf. In Communion with Him, the LORD delivered unto us the Lord’s Supper.
I Cor. 11:23, 20

I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, That the Lord Jesus 
11:25
… took bread… also He took the cup…[saying] as often as ye eat this bread, and drink
 this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.
11:26

B. He was Brought to Golgotha, the place of a skull.
Mk. 15:22


They bring Him unto the place Golgotha, which is, being interpreted, The place of a skull.

1. There they Crucified Him – when they had crucified Him… it was the third hour.
15:24a, 25
2. There they Cast lots for His garments – they parted His garments, casting lots upon them, 
15:24b
3. There they Charged Him for all to see: The King of the Jews.

15:26

a. It was the Title of the Messiah – Where is He that is born King of the Jews?
Mt. 2:2

b. But they Turned it into a name of Mockery.
Mk. 15:18-20
And began to salute him, Hail, King of the Jews! And they smote Him on the head with a reed, 
and did spit upon Him, and bowing their knees worshipped Him. And when they had mocked Him…
C.
He Brought me to the Banqueting House.
S of S 2:4


He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was love.

1. He Prepares a Table before me cf. the Lord’s Table.
Psa. 23:5a cf. I Cor. 10:21


Thou preparest a table before me


2. He bids me Participate of the Bread and Cup in fellowship with Him.
I Cor. 10: 16, 17 cf. #A.3
– For the banqueting house, “His banner over me was Love”.
S. of S. 2:4


– For the Lord’s Table, the proclamation is: Remember Me.
I Cor. 11:24, 25

The Father brought the Son, as a Lamb, to the slaughter,

As Abraham, his son, to be sacrificed.

The Cross at Calvary was the Divine altar

Where the death of God’s one, and only Son sufficed

To pay for my debt of sin, and from sin to set me free.

Now to the banqueting house He brings me

To a Table freshly spread, He invites me

To Remember Him.

Now, my turn it is to bring my sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving



As I eat of the bread and drink of the cup to worship Him.
KC Ung
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. Consider the following thoughts:
Song 2:4:  
He brought me to the banqueting house, and his banner over me was love.

Song 1:12:  
While the king sitteth at his table, my spikenard sendeth forth the smell thereof.
John 12:2:  
There they made Him a supper; and Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them 

that sat at the table with him.
John 12:3: 
Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet 

of Jesus, and wiped his feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour 

of the ointment.
How do the above thoughts speak to you in your preparation to attend the Lord’s Supper next Lord’s Day? Are you prepared with your ointment of praise to anoint Him as you remember His death, burial and resurrection? 

Mary must have spent a lot of time saving up to purchase that ointment. Are you taking time off during the week to prepare yourself for the Lord’s Supper? 
REFLECT
2.
Consider another thought:

1 Cor 10:21:  
You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons. You cannot partake 

of the table of the Lord and the table of demons.
In what way can you be drinking of the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons?

In what way can you be partaking of the table of the Lord and the table of demons?

Some of the Corinthian Christians, though having professed faith in the Lord as their Saviour, still partook of the food offered to idols from which they had turned away. They did this openly in the market and public places, stumbling those younger believers who had recently come to trust the Lord.  (I Cor. 8)
Is your behaviour worthy of the believer who has been saved by His grace for you to sit at the Lord’s Table to remember your Lord and offer Him spiritual sacrifices? 
Will your presence at the Table be an encouragement to and edify others?
REFLECT
But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.

For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh damnation to himself, 
not discerning the Lord's body.
I Cor. 11:28, 29

