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The Theme: The Tree, the Symbol of the Cross
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The Text: 
Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree.
1 Peter 2:24
The Thots: 
A. The Tree – The Test of Obedience for Man
Gen. 2:15-17

1. God said: Of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it:


for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.


2. The Woman said what God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither shall ye touch it, lest ye die.


3. But the Serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surely die – The First and Greatest lie: a half truth!

B. The Tree – the Tragedy of Disobedience for Man
Gen. 3:6b cf. I Jn. 2:16

She took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.

1. She saw and her flesh lusted – when the woman saw that the tree was good for food 

2. She saw and her eyes lusted – that it was pleasant to the eyes.
3. She saw and her pride lusted – and a tree to be desired to make one wise
a. Eve thus Succumbed to the temptation of the World:
I Jn. 2:16
For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride 

of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.

b. Eve Should have remembered God’s Word to her earlier and do His Will:
I Jn. 2:17

And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.
c. Jesus Succeeded in resisting Satan’s temptations by using the Word:

i. Against Satan’s use of the lust of the flesh:  

Mt. 4:3, 4
If thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread.

Jesus Recalled: It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, 
but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.
ii. Against Satan’s use of the pride of life: 

Mt. 4:6, 7

If thou be the Son of God, cast Thyself down: for it is written, He shall give His angels charge concerning Thee: and in their hands they shall bear Thee up, lest at any time Thou dash Thy foot against a stone. [Note: Satan also knew how to use God’s Word by twisting it to suit His purpose.  See #A3]
Jesus Replied: It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.
iii. Against Satan’s use of the lust of the eyes: 
Mt. 4:8-10

The devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, and showeth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; And saith unto Him, All these things will I give Thee, if Thou wilt fall down and worship me.

Jesus Rejected Satan: Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, 

and Him only shalt thou serve.
4. Eve and Adam Suffered the Penalty of Disobedience – 
Gen. 3:16, 17

a. Unto the woman He [God] said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule over thee.
b. And unto Adam He said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed is the ground for thy sake; 

C. The Tree – the Test of Obedience for Christ: Jesus bore the curse for us.
Luke 23:55


It is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree.
Gal. 3:13 cf. Deut. 21:22, 23

 1.
Christ was made a curse for us, to redeem us from the curse of the law.
Gal. 3:13

2.
Jesus was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death.
Heb. 2:9

3.
God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them
Gal. 4:4, 5

4. 
He hath made Him to be sin for us…that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.
II Cor. 5:21

D. The Tree – The Triumph of Obedience for Christ
I Pet. 2:24

Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree
1.
As Sin-bearer, He Who did no sin was made sin for us. Now…we are ambassadors for Christ.
2:22 cf. II Cor. 5:20, 21
2.
As Sinners, we were dead in sins; now we are dead to sins and live unto righteousness.
2:24 cf. Eph. 2:5
2.
As Sheep we went astray; now we are returned to the Shepherd of our souls.
2:25

God had said, “Eat of the tree, thou shalt surely die”; The Serpent countered, “Thou shalt not surely die”

Adam and Eve ate of it, and they “died”! – The curse of sin and death passed on to me, and I died.
To redeem me, Jesus was made a curse on the tree, In His own self, He bore my sins in His own body on the tree.

He died; I live. Hallelujah! Now I am free, Thus, to break the bread and drink the cup, as He said, “to remember Me”
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1. The Three Trees:
a. In the Garden of Eden there was the tree of knowledge of good and evil. 


It was there to test Adam’s and Eve’s obedience to the Word of God. 

Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. Gen. 3:16, 17

Adam and Eve failed the test, and the transgression of Adam was passed down to us in that… As by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.
Rom. 5:12

b. At Calvary, there was a “tree” where Jesus was crucified to bear the curse of our sin:

Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree,
I Pet. 2:24
For Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: 

for it is written, Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree:
Gal. 3:13

c. Consequently, in Paradise there is a tree of life.
i. This was originally in the Garden of Eden.

Gen. 2:9

And out of the ground made the LORD God to grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good for food; the tree of life also in the midst of the garden, and the tree of knowledge of good and evil

ii. But because of Man’s sin, Man was kept out of the Garden and access to the tree of life.



Gen. 3:22, 24

And the LORD God said, Behold, the man is become as one of Us, to know good and evil: and now, lest he put forth his hand, and take also of the tree of life, and eat, and live for ever: Therefore the LORD God sent him forth from the garden of Eden

So He drove out the man; and He placed at the east of the garden of Eden Cherubims, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to keep the way of the tree of life.

iii. With Christ having paid the penalty for our sin, now there is a tree of life 

awaiting all who enter Paradise:
Rev. 2:7; 22:2, 3
To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the paradise of God.

In the midst of the street of it, and on either side of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month: and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and His servants shall serve Him.
REFLECT on what each of these trees means to you.

2. The Four Trees of life in Proverbs :
Apart from the real tree of Life found in Paradise, metaphorically there are four trees of life which can describe the righteous man on earth, viz,

a. Wisdom is a tree of life and Happy is the man that findeth wisdom, and the man that getteth understanding… She is more precious than rubies: and all the things thou canst desire are not to be compared unto her… She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon her: and happy is every one that retaineth her.

3:13-18
b. The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise.
11:30
c. Hope deferred maketh the heart sick: but when the desire cometh, it is a tree of life. 
13:12

d. A wholesome tongue is a tree of life: but perverseness therein is a breach in the spirit. 
15:4

How can you be a tree of life on earth?  Be Wise, Be Righteous, Be Hopeful and Control your tongue. REFLECT
