R213 (R2).  Rumination for March 8, 2009

by K.C. Ung
The Theme: The Women at the Cross
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
There followed Him a great company of people, and of women
Luke 23:27
The Thots: (or Luke’s Record of the Highly Honoured Role of Women at the Cross. 
Today is also International Women’s Day.)

A.  The Women Were among the Company on the way to the Cross 

Luke 23:27ff

1. The Women Stood out from the Crowd – there followed Him a great company of people, and of women
a. They were Concerned with Christ on His way to the Cross. 
Among them were women who were beating their breasts and wailing for Him.
Lk. 23:27, NRSV 
b. Whereas the Company of people probably just followed – out of Curiosity?
2. The Women were Singled out by Christ Who was also Concerned for them.
Lk. 23:28

Jesus…said, Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for Me, but weep for yourselves and for your children.
a. They were about to witness the Cruelty of Crucifixion of their Lord Who was but a tender plant.
Cf. Isa. 53:2

For if they do these things in a green tree, what shall be done in the dry?

Lk. 23:31
i. If the Romans could do this to One (a tender plant, and…a root out of a dry ground) ever Fruitful…
ii. What would they do to the Future generations in the dry? –  those who were Fruitless and lifeless; 
For them it was better to say to the mountains, Fall on us; and to the hills, Cover us.
Lk. 23:30
b. It would be better for the women to be Childless rather than to have Children to suffer thus.
Lk. 23:20
For, behold, the days are coming, in the which they shall say, Blessed are the barren, 
and the wombs that never bare, and the paps which never gave suck.
B.
These Women Were Watching the Crucifixion.


Luke 23:49


The women that followed Him from Galilee, stood afar off, beholding these things.

1. They were with Christ from the Commencement of His ministry right to His Crucifixion. 

2. Now the Women were Watching Him from afar off.


Physically the women might be afar off, but in heart and spirit they were near to Him. 

C.
The Women Were Watching His Burial
Luke 23:55


The women also, which came with Him from Galilee, followed after, and beheld the sepulchre, 


and how His body was laid.

1. The women Followed Him from the Beginning and they were with Him right to His Burial.


They followed Far off, but they remained Faithful to Him.

2. Ct. Peter Followed afar off also, but he Failed his Lord and denied Him at the end.
Lk. 22:54, 56-61
3. And all the [men] disciples Forsook Him, and Fled!
Mt. 26:56 

D.
The Women Were the first Witnesses of the empty tomb.


Luke 24:10


It was Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, and other women 

that were with them, which told these things unto the apostles.

1. Their Preparation: 
Lk. 23:56; 24:1


a. They Returned, and prepared spices and ointments; and Rested the sabbath day.

b. Now upon the first day of the week…they came…bringing the spices which they had prepared.
2. Their Privilege: 
Lk. 24:2-10
a. They Discovered the empty tomb and they were to Declare their Lord’s resurrection to the other apostles.

Go…tell His disciples… that He goeth before you into Galilee: there shall ye see Him. 
Mk. 16:7
b. It was to a Woman that the Lord first Revealed Himself after His Resurrection.

Mk. 16:9
When Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, He appeared first to Mary Magdalene.
3. Their Part at the Lord’s Supper today:

a. The Sisters at the Lord’s Supper keep Silence 
I Cor. 14:34

but O, how they would like to Speak out in Adoration of the One Who gave Himself for them.

b. The Stones by nature could not cry out, but O, how they would like to Shout forth their Appreciation of Him (Lk. 19:40 cf. 37, 38) Who made them and would one day “redeem” them (Rom. 8:22, 23) . 

c. Yet, Silence can mark brothers given the Role and Responsibility to Speak and lead, 


to Witness and to Worship; but O, how can they have the heart not to speak forth for Him Who loved them!

If we should hold our peace, Stones would cry out apace; Praise ye His Name!
Love does our souls inspire, With heav’nly, pure desire, 

And sets us all on fire —“Worthy the Lamb!”

Join all the human race, Our Lord and God to bless; Praise ye His Name! 

In Him we will rejoice, Making a cheerful noise,

And say with heart and voice, “Worthy the Lamb!” 

James All​en
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R213 (2)
1. REFLECT on the thoughts below to see if they are true of you as you attend the Lord’s Supper.
a. The Sisters at the Lord’s Supper keep Silence (I Cor. 14:34) but O, how they would like to Speak out in Adoration of the One Who gave Himself for them.

b. The Stones by nature could not cry out, but O, how they would like to Shout forth their Appreciation of Him (Lk. 19:40 cf. 37, 38) Who made them and would one day “redeem” them (Rom. 8:22, 23) . 

c. Yet, Silence can mark brothers given the Role and Responsibility to Speak and lead, 

to Witness and to Worship; but O, how can they have the heart to Abstain from Showing forth His praise Who loved them!

But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; 
that ye should show forth the praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness into 
His marvellous light.


I Pet. 2:9

If we should hold our peace, Stones would cry out apace; Praise ye His Name!
Love does our souls inspire, With heav’nly, pure desire, 

And sets us all on fire —“Worthy the Lamb!”

Join all the human race, Our Lord and God to bless; Praise ye His Name! 

In Him we will rejoice, Making a cheerful noise,



And say with heart and voice, “Worthy the Lamb!” 
James All​en
2. After the women had seen that the Lord’s body was in place and properly buried …
The women also, which came with Him from Galilee, followed after,

and beheld the sepulchre, and how His body was laid.
Lk. 23:55
They returned home and prepared spices and ointments; and rested the sabbath 
day according to the commandment. 
Lk. 23:56
Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came unto 
the sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had prepared, and certain others with them.
Lk. 24:1
Two other women prepared precious ointments and brought them to the Lord to anoint Him in anticipation of His death and burial. They were:
a) The woman in Simon the Pharisee’s house:
Lk. 7:37, 38

Behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster box of ointment, and stood at His feet behind Him weeping, and began to wash His feet with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed His feet, and anointed them with the ointment.

b)
 Mary at the home of Lazarus:
Jn, 12:3-7

Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment…

then said Jesus…against the day of My burying hath she kept this.…
As you come to the Lord’s Supper each Lord’s Day are you prepared with your box of ointment to anoint Him in the remembrance of His death, burial and resurrection leading you to worship and adore Him? REFLECT.

3. [Extra Reflection] Today is International Women’s Day. Luke describes the Highly Honoured Role the Women played in the Life, Death and Resurrection of the Lord. 
Does the Bible ever downplay the role and responsibility of women as inferior to that of man? REFLECT
