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The Theme: 
The New Covenant
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The Text: 
Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant.
Jer. 31:31
The Thots:


Intro. As we are about to enter a new year, let us remind ourselves of the Lord’s New Covenant with Israel and with us.
A. God’s New Covenant with the Nation of Israel.
1. It will be a Covenant between God and the northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah.
I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel, and with the house of Judah:

Jer. 31:31b
2. It will be on a Coming day – Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that I will make a new covenant. 31:31a

3. The Components of the Covenant are:

a. God will write His law no more on Hard stone as in the Old Covenant, but in His people’s Hearts.
31:33b


I will put My law in their inward parts, and write it in their hearts

b. They will acclaim God as their God and He will proclaim them His people.
31:33c

[I] will be their God, and they shall be My people

c. The knowledge of God will be Global.
31:34a


They shall all know Me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them

d. Their sins will all be Forgiven and Forgotten.
31:34b

I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.

4. The Confirmation (Guarantee) of the Covenant is…
a. As Sure as the Sun shines in the day and the Stars at night:
31:35
The LORD, which giveth the sun for a light by day, 
and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars for a light by night.
b. As Sure as the sea Rolls and the waves Roar:
31:35b

Who stirs up the sea so that its waves roar-- the LORD of hosts is His name:

c. As Sure as no one can measure the Heights of Heaven and the Depths of the Deepest sea:
If heaven above can be measured, and the foundations of the earth searched out beneath.
d. So Sure is God’s Covenant with Israel that He will never Cast them aside.
31:36
If those ordinances depart from before Me, saith the LORD, 
then the seed of Israel also shall cease from being a nation before me for ever.
B. The Lord’s New Covenant with the Church.
Lk. 22:20, NRSV
This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood.
1. The Lord is the Mediator of the New Covenant:

a. Through His death.
Heb. 9:15, 16

And for this cause He is the Mediator of the new testament…by means of death.


For where a testament is, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator.

b. By the shedding of His blood.
Lk. 22:20

This cup is the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you.
2. The Holy Spirit is the Witness to this Covenant:
Heb. 10:15, 16a
The Holy Ghost also is a Witness to us: for after that He had said before,

This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord.
3. The Benefits of this Covenant:
a. I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them.
Heb. 10:16b

b. And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.
 10:17

4. Our Obligation in this Covenant: this do in remembrance of Me.
I Cor. 11:24b
a. Break the Bread – 
Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: 
I Cor. 11:24a
b. Drink the Cup – 

This cup is the new testament in My blood: 
I Cor. 11:25

This do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.
For the year before us, O what rich supplies! 
For the poor and needy Living streams shall rise;
For the sad and sinful Shall His grace abound; 
For the faint and feeble Perfect strength be found.
He will never fail us, He will not forsake; 
His eternal covenant He will never break.

Resting on the promise, What have we to fear?  

God is all sufficient For the coming year.
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1. New is in contrast with the Old.


a. We are a New Creation – Old things are passed away:
II Cor. 5:17, NRSV
So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; 

see, everything has become new!

· As we enter the New Year, let us remind ourselves 

that we have a new life in Christ Jesus with new Obligations:  
Col. 3:1-4
If ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth 

on the right hand of God. Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.

For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God. When Christ, who is our life, 

shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory.

b. We have a New Covenant with the Lord – The Old has no more claim on us.
 Heb. 8:13

In that He saith, A new covenant, He hath made the first old. 

Now that which decayeth and waxeth old is ready to vanish away.

· Let us forget the past and press on to achieve new goals for the Lord this New Year.  Phil 3:13-15a

Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do,
 forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before,

I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded.
c. We have a new Commandment to obey – the Old is summed up in the New.
Jn. 13:34
A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; 

as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.

· Two commandments were specified by the Lord, as follows:

Mt. 22:37-40
Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,

 and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind.

This is the first and great commandment.

And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.

On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.
Keep these two and you keep all. 

In the light of the fact that you are a New Creation, 
and the Lord has made with you a New Covenant 
with a New Commandment to obey, 
what do you think are your new Challenges for this New Year?
REFLECT
2. The Lord has given us a New Covenant which He has “signed” with His blood, as…

a. This cup is the new covenant in My blood, which is poured out for you.
Lk. 22:20, NIV
b. This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, whenever you drink it,

 in remembrance of Me."
 I Cor. 11:25, NIV

The Cup in the Lord’s Supper is ever a Reminder of His Redemption for us in His Blood.


The Cup also acts to bring to our Remembrance of Him Who shed His blood for us.


The Cup is thus a symbol of the New Covenant He made with us:


His part was to shed His blood for our Redemption.


Our part is to keep Him in our Remembrance as we observe the Lord’s Supper.


New Year time is a time when the people of the world make New Year Resolutions.

As you enter the New Year, will you resolve to Prioritise the Lord’s Supper in your life,

to be Present at every Supper, to be Punctual and to be Prepared to take part of it meaningfully as led by the Spirit every Lord’s Day?
REFLECT.
My wife and I take this occasion to wish all of you

A Blessed and Bountiful New Year
