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The Theme: 
They First Gave their own selves
berita-bethel-ung.com
TheText:  This they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord.
II Cor. 8:5
The Thots:

A. They Gave…
Mk. 12:41-44
Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld how the people cast money into the treasury:
1. The Wealthy gave out of their Abundance –

12:41b
a. Many that were rich cast in much.
12:41b
b. For all they did cast in of their abundance.
12:44
· And they had much left over. They were still rich.
2. The Widow gave out of her Abject poverty.



a. There came a certain poor widow, and she threw in two mites, which make a farthing. 
12:42

b. That this poor widow hath cast more in, than all they which have cast into the treasury:
12:43b
For all they did cast in of their Abundance; 
but she of her want did cast in All that she had, even All her living.
12:44


· Giving is not in the Abundance one gives, but in the Amount one keeps back for oneself.
B. They Gave out of their Poverty
II Cor. 8:1-5, NIV
Now, brothers, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches.
1. The Churches in Macedonia…
II Cor. 8:1-4
a. While still in Affliction gave out of the Abundance of their joy.
8:2a

How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy…

b. While still in poverty, gave out of the riches of their liberality.

and their deep poverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality.
8:2b
c. Even voluntarily giving beyond their Ability to give…

For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves;
8:3
d. To the Extent of Pleading with Paul for the Privilege of Partnership in sharing with the Poor saints.
Praying us with much entreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us
 the fellowship of the ministering to the saints.

8:4
2. The Christians in Macedonia…
II Cor. 8:5
a. Gave beyond the Apostles’ Expectation - this they did, not as we hoped
8:5a
b. Even in their Generous Giving, they first gave their own selves to the Lord.

8:5b
c. In keeping with God’s Word and God’s Will
i. God’s Word – freely ye have received, freely give.
Mt. 10:8b
ii. God’s Will – 
Rom. 12:1, 2
Present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable
service… that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.
d. Sought to complete God’s act of Grace in their lives.
8:6, NIV
i. This Grace was first Commenced by Christ:
8:9
For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though He was rich, 

yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich.

ii. They would know of this Grace through their own Churches:
8:1, NRSV

We want you to know, brothers and sisters, about the Grace of God that has been 
Granted to the churches of Macedonia.
iii. They would now be His Channel to Complete this act of Grace to others.
8:6, NIV


So we urged Titus…to bring also to completion this act of grace on your part.
C. God Gave…
When God gave His Son He gave His All.
Rom. 8:32
He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all,
 how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?

1. He could give us His Wealth in the World but He would just be giving out of His Abundance!   Psa. 50:10-12
For every beast of the forest is Mine, and the cattle upon a thousand hills.

I know all the fowls of the mountains: and the wild beasts of the field are Mine.

If I were hungry, I would not tell thee: for the world is Mine, and the fulness thereof.
2. When He gave us His Son, He gave His Only Beloved Son Whom He loved – His All!
Mt. 3:17

This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.

What are we giving Him in Return today as we Remember what His Son went through for us?
I gave My life for thee, My precious blood I shed,

That thou might ransomed be, and raised up from the dead
I gave, I gave My life for thee, what hast thou given for Me?


I gave, I gave My life for thee, what hast thou given for Me? 
F.R. Ha​ver​gal,
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. Read what the following gave in appreciation of what their Lord had given to and done for them:

[Note: Extracts below taken from “Generous Giving” by Andrew Loh]
a. CT STUDD Gave His Fortune Away
It was while in China CT Studd reached the age (25 yrs old) in which according to his father’s will he was to inherit a large sum of money and through reading God’s word and much prayer, C T felt led to give his entire fortune to Christ! “This was not a fool’s plunge on his part. It was his public testimony before God and man that he believed God’s Word to be the surest thing on earth, and that the hundred fold interest which God has promised in his life, not to speak of the next, is an actual reality for those who believe it and act on it.”

Before knowing the exact amount of his inheritance, CT sent 5000p to Mr. Moody, another 5000p to George Muller as well as 15 000 pounds to support other worthy ministries. In a few months he was able to discover the exact amount of his inheritance and gave some additional thousands away, leaving about 3 400p in his possession.  (In today’s dollars these sums would have been worth millions.)

3 years after arriving in China, CT married a young Irish missionary Priscilla. Just before the wedding he presented his bride with the remaining money from his inheritance. She, not to be outdone said,” Charlie, what did the Lord tell the rich young man to do?” “Sell all.” Well then, we will start clear with the Lord at the wedding,” and they proceeded to give the rest of the money away for the Lord’s work.

They served the Lord together in inland China through many perils and hardships until in 1894. After 10 years in China, ill health forced the Studds to return to England, where they turned their property over to the China Inland Mission.

b. JOHN Sung of China Threw DIPLOMAS into the ocean

John Sung Shan Cheih was born on 29 Sept 1901 in Hinghwa village in China. His father, a Methodist preacher was so revived spiritually during the great Hinghwa revival in 1909 that he dedicated the young John to the Lord’s ministry. But before that could be realized, many bridges had to be crossed. In 1920, John Sung was sent to the US to study. He did brilliantly, topping his class at Ohio State U and earning his doctorate in chemistry. Many honours and awards came his way, alongside generous offers from various institutions. In the midst of these he remembered his father’s vow and so in 1926, he enrolled in Union Theological Seminary, New York. It was a misguided move, for the Seminary had been infiltrated with liberal theology of the worst kind. Gradually he lost faith in God and in the Bible.

On the night of 10th Feb 1927, John received a vision of the Lord Jesus. He was so moved that he was brought to tears and repentance. It was the night that would change his life. 

John was now too much on fire with the Bible for anyone to want to listen to him. He remained confined for 193 days (was sent to an asylum because people thought he was mentally unbalanced) and read through the Bible 40 times! Finally when he was released by the authorities 30 Aug 1927, he sailed back to China. As the boat anchored off Shanghai, he made a dramatic decision. He threw all his diplomas, medals and fraternity keys into the sea, except for the doctorate diploma which he kept for his father. He would henceforth live only for the sake of the Gospel.

c. JOHN WESLEY – GAVE AWAY 90% OF HIS INCOME

Wesley followed his own advice. He was one of the highest earning preachers of all times. .In today’s dollars he earned the equivalent of 1.4 million in his best year. $1.4 million in a single year! When he first started he preached ‘give all you can’ and by the end of his message he changed it to ‘give all you have’. He meant it.
And he lived it too. In the year Wesley earned today’s equivalent of $1.4 million, he lived on 2% of his income and gave 98% away. He did. He tithed 98%. In fact during Wesley’s lifetime he earned the equivalent of $30 million. When he died, he left behind only a few miscellaneous coins and a couple of silver spoons. He had given away the rest. He practiced what he preached!

Are you faithful to the Lord in your giving?


Consider what Jehovah said of His people Israel.
Mal. 3:8-10

Will a man rob God? Yet ye have robbed Me. But ye say, Wherein have we robbed Thee? In tithes and offerings.

Ye are cursed with a curse: for ye have robbed Me, even this whole nation.

Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in Mine house, and prove Me now herewith, saith the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.
God required a Tenth by Law. Today, in Love, should not we give more?
REFLECT

2. In spite of the much, or in the case of the Christians in Macedonia, the little because of their poverty, yet in their liberality they gave as much as they could. Underlying this magnanimity was their priority in giving themselves first to the Lord. 
The Lord wants not so much our Property, but our Persons which then makes what we give meaningful. 
Is this your attitude in giving?
REFLECT. 
