R249  Rumination for 15th November 2009.
by K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
This Do
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?
Lk. 6:46
The Thots:

A. The Sons of Zebedee asked the Lord: We would that thou shouldest do for us.
Mk. 10:35-37
James and John, the sons of Zebedee, come unto Him, saying, Master, 
we would that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire.
They said unto Him, Grant unto us that we may sit, one on Thy right hand, and the other 
on Thy left hand, in Thy glory.
1. Their Approach was right: Master…
Mk. 10:35

Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am.
Jn. 13:13

2. They even came Adoring – (worshipping)
Mt. 20:20, 21
Then came to Him the mother of Zebedee's children with her sons, worshipping Him…
The mother was speaking on the sons’ behalf: She saith unto him, Grant that these my two sons 
may sit, the one on thy right hand, and the other on the left, in Thy kingdom.
3. Their Ambition was wrong: we would that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire.
Mk. 10:35
a. They wanted the Crown without the Cross – 
Grant unto us that we may sit, one on Thy right hand, and the other on Thy left hand, in Thy glory.
b. But God, His Majesty, is already seated on the Left of the Lord’s throne. 
Heb. 1:3
When He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high.
c. Earlier their Lord had told them of His Gruesome Sufferings before His Glorious resurrection:
From that time forth began Jesus to show unto his disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, 
and suffer many things…and be killed, and be raised again the third day.

Mt. 16:21
d. And they now desired the Position without enduring the Punishment of the cross!
Mk. 10:38-40
Like all others, they must first drink of the Lord’s Cup and be baptized with the Lord’s baptism.

e. After all, the Lord Himself came not to be Served but to Sacrifice His life for many.
Mk. 10:45

Even the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for many.
B. Our Sovereign Lord asked: 

Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?
Lk. 6:46
1. One thing He said was: 
I Cor. 11:24
When He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My body, 
which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.
2. The Other thing He said was:
I Cor. 11:25 After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, 
This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.
3. In addition, He also said that we need to do this Often:
I Cor. 
This do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.
11:25
As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.
11:26
a. We need to Obey Him 
i. in keeping the feast – This Do… in Remembrance of Me
ii. in Regularly keeping it – As often as …
b. We need to Observe the breaking of the bread and the drinking of the cup because:

i. The Bread symbolises My body which is given for you: 
Lk. 22:19
ii. The (Blood) Cup symbolises the new testament in My blood, which is shed for you.
Lk. 22:20
iii. And Both symbolise our communion with one another in the Body and Blood of Christ
The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ
The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?

 For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread.

c. And this is no Option. It is our Obligation to Obey Him until He comes.
I Cor. 11:26

As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.
d. As we render Him Obeisance this day, let us not forget to DO what He told us to do – Remember Him.
e. Let us not Omit His Remembrance when we bow down in Obeisance to Him.
In remembrance of Me eat this bread, In remembrance of Me drink this wine;
In remembrance of Me pray for the time When God's own will is done.
Do this in remembrance of Me; Do this in remembrance of Me;


In remembrance of Me. 
R. Courtney and B. Red
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 249
1. Zebedee’s sons’ Aspiration was only to get the Lord to do what they desired, 
though they Approached Him worshipping.
Master, we would that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire.
At the Lord’s Supper, seemingly we can appear before Him worshipping and yet in reality our purpose in coming into His presence may just be to desire something of Him to fill our empty heads, empty hands and empty hearts – in short just to please ourselves or to receive a blessing from Him.
We may even be more concerned with the desire that we need to be pleased  (entertained?) with what we “see” and “hear” rather that what God desires of us in our “Posture” of heart, spirit and soul to humbly and solemnly fall down, worship and praise  Him with our lips to bring pleasure to Him. 

By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit 
of our lips giving thanks to his name…for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. 
(Heb. 13:15, 16)
When we come to the Lord’s Supper (hopefully each Lord’s Day) do we have something to offer Him? Note His warning to His people Israel, “They shall not appear before the LORD empty.” (Deut. 16:16).  Worshipping is for His Pleasure, not for ours! 
REFLECT

2. Zebedee’s sons’ asked the Lord, “Master, we would that thou shouldest do for us whatsoever we shall desire.”
It is rather unimaginable that the Lord’s disciples had the audacity to make such a request – whatever we shall desire!

· True the Lord had said earlier, 

· And Martha had acknowledged it though she did not quite believe that her brother could come to life again, when she said:

But I know, that even now, whatsoever Thou wilt ask of God, God will give it Thee. 

Jn. 11:22
· And Jesus had promised that indeed:

Whatsoever ye shall ask in My name, that will I do, that the Father 
may be glorified in the Son.
Jn. 14:13
That whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in My name, He may give it you.


Jn. 15:16
In that day ye shall ask Me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in My name, He will give it you.
Jn. 16:23

· Surely these promises could not apply to our selfish motives of using  them to glorify ourselves, as with the sons of Zebedee to sit on either side of their Lord’s throne.

These promises are there for us to ask things (whatever they may be) for us to do, that they bring glory to the Father in the Son!
What is your desire to do for Him this week that you are prepared to ask it of Him that whatsoever you do will glorify your Father in the Lord?

Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven. (Mt. 5:16)
REFLECT.
