R248  Rumination for 08th November 2009.

The Theme: 
The Table
The Text: Thou shalt eat bread at my table continually.
II Sam. 9:7

The Thots:
Intro. : “Table” presents a Figure of…
· Food - Mephibosheth thy master's son shall eat bread alway at my table.
II Sam. 9:10b

· Friendship - Yea, mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread.
Psa. 41:9

· Fellowship - thy children like olive plants round about thy table.
Psa. 128:3
A. The Lord’s Preparation of the Table
Psa. 23:5
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies.

To furnish a Table for His enemies, the Lord gave His Son, the Heavenly Manna and the Living Bread.

1. Jesus said: Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead.

This is the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die. Jn. 6:49, 50
2. I am the living bread…from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: 

and the bread that I will give is My flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.
Jn. 6:51

3. For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, 
much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life.
Rom. 5:10

B.  The Lord’s Provision of the Table 
To provide for the Table, the Lord did so for the sake of His Son, as David for the sake of Jonathan:
· Even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven you.
Eph. 4:32
· David said unto him, Fear not: for I will surely show thee kindness for Jonathan thy father's sake, 
…and thou shalt eat bread at my table continually.
II Sam. 9:7

· Mephibosheth thy master's son shall eat bread alway at my table.
II Sam. 9:10

· As for Mephibosheth, said the king, he shall eat at my table, as one of the king's sons.
II Sam. 9:11

· Mephibosheth…did eat continually at the king's table; and was lame on both his feet.
II Sam. 9:13
1. Jesus said… I am the bread of life: he that cometh to Me shall never hunger; 

and he that believeth on Me shall never thirst.
Jn. 6:35

2. If any man hear My voice, and open the door, I will come in to him, 
and will sup with him, and he with Me.
Rev. 3:20
C. The Perfume before the King’s Table
Song 1:12, NIV
While the king was at his table, my perfume spread its fragrance.
Cf. all thy males [shall] appear before the LORD thy God in the place which He shall choose; …

 and they shall not appear before the LORD empty.

Deut. 16:16

Let us therefore come to the table with our spiritual sacrifices of worship unto Him:

1. By Him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, 
the fruit of our lips giving thanks to His name.

Heb. 13:15
2. As Christ also hath loved us, and hath given Himself for us an offering and a sacrifice 
to God for a sweetsmelling savour.

Eph. 5:2
D. The People at the Table
I Cor. 10:21
As we take of the Bread and drink of the Cup, we are remembering the Body of Christ in two ways:

1. We are those who Remember His Body given for us and His Blood shed for us.
I Cor. 11:24-26
And when He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My body, 
which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.

After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, 
This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.
2. We are those who are Related as One in the Body of Christ even as we take of the One Loaf 
and drink of the One Cup.
The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? 
The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?
I Cor. 10:16
Here, O my Lord, I see Thee face to face; Here would I touch and handle things unseen;
Here grasp with firmer hand eternal grace, And all my weariness upon Thee lean.
This is the hour of banquet and of song; This is the heavenly table spread for me;
Here let me feast, and feasting, still prolong The hallowed hour of fellowship with Thee.

Here would I feed upon the bread of God, Here drink with Thee the royal wine of Heaven;
Here would I lay aside each earthly load, Here taste afresh the calm of sin forgiven.
Too soon we rise; the symbols disappear; The feast, though not the love, is past and gone.
The bread and wine remove; but Thou art here, Nearer than ever, still my Shield and Sun.
Feast after feast thus comes and passes by; Yet, passing, points to the glad feast above,

Giving sweet foretaste of the festal joy, The Lamb’s great bridal feast of bliss and love.      H. Bo​nar
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. The Lord’s Table.
References have often been made to the Lord’s Table and the Lord’s Supper as if they are one and the same. 
The Lord’s Table refers to that Circle of the Lord’s people who have eaten of His flesh (i.e. coming to Him) and drunk of His blood (i.e. believing in Him) as stated by the Lord Himself:

	John 6:53
	Cf. with
	John 6:35

	Then Jesus said unto them,

Verily, verily, I say unto you,
	
	Jesus said unto them,

	Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man
	
	he that cometh to Me shall never hunger;

	And drink His blood,
	
	and he that believeth on Me shall never thirst

	ye have no life in you
	
	I am the bread of life:


They are those who have Communion with Him and with others in the Circle. Thus:

The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? 
The bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?


For we being many are one bread, and one body: for we are all partakers of that one bread.



I Cor. 10:16, 17


Thus:

You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons. 
You cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons.
I Cor. 10:21, NRSV
What do you understand by the above prohibition? 
REFLECT
Stay away from the table of demons whatever you think it may refer to this week.


2. The Lord’s Supper

The Lord’s Supper is a Coming together of the Lord’s people (the Circle of the Lord’s Table) for the purpose of Commemorating or remembering the Lord in His death, burial, resurrection and coming again in the participation of the symbols of the bread and the cup. 
However when a person partakes of the Lord’s Supper, he ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself.
I Cor. 11:28, 29, NIV
What do you understand by without recognizing the body of the Lord or not discerning the Lord's body (KJV)?  

Do you examine yourself each Lord’s Day to be at the Lord’s Table to eat of the Lord’s Supper that you may be worthy to be there, for whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be answerable for the body and blood of the Lord. (I Cor. 11:27, NRSV)
REFLECT
