R242 Rumination for 27th September, 2009
by K.C. Ung
The Theme: Ebenezer…Jehovah Jireh (Hitherto…Henceforth)
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
Samuel took a stone…and called…it Ebenezer, saying, Hitherto hath the LORD helped us.
I Sam. 7:12


Abraham called…that place Jehovahjireh: In the mount of the LORD it shall be seen. 
Gen. 22:14
The Thots:


Intro. The founder of the China Inland Mission, J. Hudson Taylor, had a plague displayed 

in each of his residences that read “Ebenezer-- Jehovah Jireh”. Together these Hebrew words say, 

“The Lord has helped us to this point, and He will see to it from now on.” What an encouragement to our faith.  

Quoted from Bible Exposition Commentary: Old Testament Wisdom and Poetry by Warren W. Wiersby 
A. The Memento Stone raised to Past Help: Ebenezer – Hitherto hath the LORD helped us.
I Sam. 7:12
The Background:

1. Israel’s superstitious Assumption of the Lord’s Presence in the Ark resulting in its capture.

Let us fetch the ark of the covenant of the LORD out of Shiloh unto us, that, 
when it cometh among us, it may save us out of the hand of our enemies.
I Sam. 4:3

And the Philistines fought, and Israel was smitten…and the ark of God was taken.
I Sam. 4:10, 11

2. The Philistine’s superstitious act in Placing the Ark with Dagon, their deity, resulting in plagues upon them.

The Philistines took the ark of God…and set it by Dagon.
I Sam. 5:2

He struck the inhabitants of the city…so that tumors broke out on them.
I Sam. 5:9 cf. 6:4
3. The Philistines’ Respectful Return of the Ark.
I Sam. 6:7, 8, NRSV
Get ready a new cart and…yoke the cows to the cart…Take the ark of the LORD and place it on the cart, and put in a box at its side the figures of gold…Then send it off, and let it go its way.
4. Israel’s disrespectful Reception of the Ark and their Rejection of it for twenty years.
I Sam. 6:19, 21; 7:2, NIV
God struck down some of the men of Beth Shemesh…because they had looked into the ark of the LORD. …Then they sent messengers to the people of Kiriath Jearim, saying, "The Philistines have returned the ark of the LORD. Come down and take it up to your place."… Twenty years…that the ark remained at Kiriath Jearim.
5. The Return of the Ark, Israel’s Repentance and Restored Relationship with God. 
I Sam. 7:3, 4
Samuel spake unto…all Israel, saying, If ye do return unto the LORD with all your hearts…and serve Him only: and He will deliver you out of the hand of the Philistines. Then…Israel…served the LORD only.
6. The Philistines’ Retreat because of God’s miraculous Act hence, Ebenezer
I Sam. 7:10, 12
The Philistines drew near to battle against Israel: but the LORD thundered with a great thunder 
on that day upon the Philistines, and discomfited them; and they were smitten before Israel.
Then Samuel took a stone…set it [up]…and called…it Ebenezer, saying, Hitherto hath the LORD helped us.
B. The Mountain Sacrifice Promising Prospective Providence: Jehovah-Jireh  Gen. 22:14, NRSV
– Henceforth, Jehovah will see to it cf. "The LORD will provide".


The Basis for this assurance of provision:

1. Abraham’s Obedience: Abraham, when he was tried, offered up Isaac
Heb. 11:17 cf. Gen. 22:2
2. Abraham’s Obeisance – Abraham’s Obedience was an act of Obeisance (Worship.)

Abraham said unto his young men…I and the lad will go yonder and worship…
Gen. 22:5 cf. I Sam. 15:22
3. Abraham’s ‘Onourable Faith cited in the Gallery of Faith.
Heb. 11:17-19

By faith…he that had received the promises offered up his only begotten son.
a. Though Isaac was God’s Promised Seed (Of whom it was said, That in Isaac shall thy seed be called), 

b. He was Prepared to obey God to the extent of Slaying Isaac and yet trusting God to raise him somehow:

Accounting that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead; 
Cf. I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you. 
Gen. 22:5
In all this, he did not know WHY and he could not explain HOW but he just trusted God.
4. Only when God provided the substitute ram did Abraham know Jehovah-Jireh and named the mountain such.


Abraham called…that place Jehovahjireh… In the mount of the LORD it shall be seen.
Gen. 22:14
C. The Memorial  Supper For Present Remembrance: 
1. The Past has its Memento – Ebenezer: Hitherto hath the LORD helped us.
2. The Prospect has its Monumental Mountain – Jehovah-Jireh: Henceforth,…

in the mount of the LORD it shall be seen.
3. The Present has its Memorial – this do in remembrance of Me.
I Cor. 11:24
Thus, for the present we are to break the bread, drink of the cup and remember our Lord 
in His death, burial and resurrection until He comes – Maranatha!
I Cor. 11:26
Let us therefore Obey and ‘Onour Him in our Obeisance to Him this day.

For Past Blessings, I can Raise my Ebenezer
For Prospective Hope, I can Rely on Jehovah-Jireh


For Present Duty, I will Remember my Lord this day.
KC Ung
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 242
1. Jehovah-Jireh has almost become a catch-word to assure all believers of God’s gracious provisions for their needs. His children need not have to worry about their needs and wants. He will care for them and He will provide for them. As he cares for the sparrows, and not one of them will fall to the ground without His knowledge (Mt. 10:29), so Jehovah-Jireh is always there to care for the believer for he/she is of more value than the sparrows. (Mt. 10:31) As He clothes the lilies in the field with such glory when they spin or toil not, or as He clothes the grass of the field which lives today and is cast into the oven tomorrow (Mt. 6:28-30), will not Jehovah-Jireh care for the needs of His own?

Often many fail to pay attention to the priority the believer has to fulfil first before the Lord is such to them. Even for the above comparisons, the condition is that the believer should seek ye first the kingdom of God, and His righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. (Mt. 6:33)
Taking Jehovah-Jireh in its proper context, the assurance of the Lord’s providence and provision was only promised to Abraham after he had obeyed the Lord to the very fullest extent – to the point when he stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son, that he was stopped and told that he had passed the test of obedience and faith. Only then came the realisation that Jehovah-Jireh would only see to it and provide for it, i.e. the rest of what would follow from Abraham’s act of obedience. Yes, when Abraham was obedient to the point of death (so to speak) then Jehovah-Jireh would take over from that point onwards.
Is this what you understand, or should understand, when you claim the provision and providence of Jehovah-Jireh as you face your needs this week?

REFLECT.
2.  Let us fetch the ark of the covenant of the LORD out of Shiloh unto us, that, 

when it cometh among us, it may save us out of the hand of our enemies.
I Sam. 4:3
Israel assumed that with the Ark of God, the symbol of God’s presence, among them, they would ever be victorious in their encounter with their enemies. Never mind, if they were disobeying God in worshipping strange gods and Ashtaroth, so long as they had the Ark of God among them, then God’s Presence and Power would be there to help them defeat the Philistines.

This is not unlike believers who think that that if they go through the religious routine of reading the Bible casually to fulfil their Christian obligations for the day, then God’s presence and power would be with them the rest of the day, even if a personal relationship with Him and obedience to His Word is absent. 

Are they surprised therefore when they succumb to temptations of the flesh, of which the Philistines are a figure of, and find God far away and distant?

They would not be able to raise their Ebenezer until and unless they return unto the LORD with all [their] hearts…and serve Him only: and He will deliver [them] out of the hand of the Philistines. 

Will you be able to look back at the end of this week and raise your Ebenezer? 
REFLECT.
When out on life’s ocean, the waves dashing high, While waters are troubled, and no help is nigh,

I’ll sing Ebenezer and watch for the light, “And call to remembrance my song in the night.”  
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