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The Text: 
The body is one.

I Cor. 12:12
The Thots:


A. The Statement Explained and Emphasized – The body is One
I Cor. 12:12
1. The Explanation: Though it is one, the body hath many members.
2. The Expansion: all the members of that one body, being many,
3. The Emphasis: all the members of that one body, being many, are one body.
B. The Statement Expanded:

1. The body is One 
I Co. 12:12
The body is one, and hath many members, and all the members of that one body, being many, are one body.

There is only One Body – that which is Christ’s, to which all Believers Belong.
In Christ, in His One Body, there are…
I Cor. 12:13

a. No Racial Differences: all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles
b. No Social Distinctions: all baptized into one body…whether we be bond or free;

c. No Sexual Discriminations: there is neither male nor female: 
Gal. 3:28
for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.

2. The Spirit is One - by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body.
I Cor. 12:13a
– the Spirit is the Only One that baptizes all these many members into the one Body.
You will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.
Acts 1:5, NRSV
Cf. Mt. 3:11; Mk. 1:8; Lk. 3:16, NRSV
3. Christ is One – So also is Christ.
I Cor. 12:12
In Christ, there are also other Divine Members – the Father, the Son and the Spirit and they are all ONE!
a. Cf. The Deity in the One Body:
For in Him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.
Col. 2:9, KJV
For in Him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily.
NRSV

For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form.
NIV
b. Cf. The Divinity in the Tri-unity of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Rom. 8:9
 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that the Spirit of God dwell in you. 
Now if any man have not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of his.
Cf. God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.
Jn. 4:24, NRSV

c. Cf. The Plurality in the Singularity:
Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD.
Deut. 6:4
God is plural in number and God is one (singular in number) LORD.

C. The Statement Embraces All and makes no Exception.
1. All who Believe have been all made to drink into one Spirit.
I Cor. 12:13c
Cf. In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, 
Jn. 7:37-39
If any man thirst, let him come unto Me, and drink.

He that believeth on Me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water.

(But this spake He of the Spirit, which they that believe on Him should receive: 
for the Holy Ghost was not yet given; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)

2. All who Believe would be Baptized in the Spirit into the one Body.
I Cor. 12:13a

In the one Spirit we were all Baptized into one body.

3. All who Believe would Baptize in Water.

a. Cf. when they believed…they were baptized, both men and women.
Acts 8:12

b. Sirs, what must I do to be saved? And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, 
… he took them the same hour of the night… and was baptized, he and all his, straightway.  Acts 16:30-33
c. Crispus, the chief ruler of the synagogue, believed on the Lord with all his house; 

 and many of the Corinthians hearing believed, and were baptized.

Acts 18:8

d. See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 
And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, 
both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.
Acts 8:36-38
Having Believed, Baptized in the Spirit into the Body of Christ, and Baptized in the water,

let us all as members of His Body now take the Bread as symbol of His Body and the Cup as symbol of His Blood shed for our Redemption, Remember Him and Revere Him till He Returns again to take us to Back be with Him.

One bread, one cup, one body, we united by our life in Thee,

Thy love proclaim till Thou shalt come to bring Thy scattered loved ones home.
H.E. Ja​cobs
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R239

1. Last week (August 31st), those in Malaysia celebrated the 52nd Anniversary of Independence. The theme was to highlight the concept, “One Malaysia”, the aspiration of the country’s Prime Minister and its leaders to unite the multi-racial, multi-religious and multi-cultured citizens under one banner of a United Malaysia. In his Independence Day message, the Prime Minister also called on Malaysians to “repair the bridges and tear down the divisive walls” that exist among the races.

Contrast this Independence message with the message in the Word of God: [Eph. 2:13-18]

But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.

For He is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; having abolished in His flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in Himself of twain one new man, so making peace;

And that He might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: and came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh.

For through Him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.
[See also Rumination #B.1(a-c)]
It is not only in Malaysia, but in most countries in the world, this situation of a disunited nation divided by racial barriers, religious boundaries, cultural backgrounds, sexual bounds, etc. prevails, and brings about much bickering, bloodshed, battles, etc. among the parties concerned.

However in the one body of Christ, these barriers and walls have been removed and all members of His one body are one in Him at peace with one another. This is our spiritual status in Christ, but is it so among us in our relation with one another – church with church, Christian with Christian?
REFLECT.

2. In the Lord’s Prayer, He prayed…
Jn. 17:20-24

Neither pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on Me through their word; That they all may be one; as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee, that they also may be one in Us: that the world may believe that Thou hast sent Me.

And the glory which thou gavest Me I have given them; that they may be one, even as we are one:  I in them, and Thou in Me, that they may be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved them, as thou hast loved Me.

Father, I will that they also, whom thou hast given Me, be with Me where I am; that they may behold My glory, which thou hast given Me: for Thou lovedst Me before the foundation of the world.
Read the above prayer of the Lord carefully all over again and seek to feel the very heart beat of the Lord in His prayer to His Father for the unity of His people – to be one with each other, in Him, and in the Father and Son to reflect the Oneness in the Unity of the Father and Son.

Do you think the Lord’s prayer has been answered on earth as it is in heaven? If not, why not? What will you do to contribute to this unity in the circle of believers you move in?


REFLECT.

