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The Text: 
If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.

Jn. 8:36

The Thots:


Intro. 
In Malaysia, tomorrow will mark the 52nd Anniversary of Independence for the country.

Freedom is a precious commodity that every country treasures, yet in some independent countries after attaining freedom, there is more chaos and turmoil, not different from the Christian who has been freed from the slavery of sin and yet is still entangled in its snares thereof. 

They are free but they are not experiencing true freedom indeed.


Hence, the exhortation: Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free, 

and be not entangled again with the yoke of bondage.
Gal. 5:1

A. If the Son therefore shall make you free…
The Son has indeed made us Free!
1. The Son has made us free from the Penalty of Past Sins.

a. I write unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you for His name's sake.
I Jn. 2:12
b. As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our transgressions from us.
Psa. 103:12
2. The Son has even made Provision for us to be free from the Power of Present Sin.
I Jn. 2:1, 2
a. My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. 
And if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:
And He is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.
b. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
I Jn. 1:9

3. One day in heaven the Son will make us completely free from the Presence and Products of Sin.

a. God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow,
nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.
Rev. 21:4
b. No longer will there be any curse.  The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city,
           and his servants will serve him.
Rev. 22:3

B. And ye shall be free indeed.
1. In the meanwhile, though free we may not be free indeed because…
a. We may Commit Sin as our sinful nature is still in us.
i. If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.
I Jn. 1:10
ii. For we know that the law is spiritual: but I am carnal, sold under sin.
For that which I do I allow not: for what I would, that do I not; but what I hate, that do I.
Rom. 7:14, 15

iii. If then I do that which I would not, I consent unto the law that it is good.
Now then it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.
Rom. 7:16, 17

iv. For the good that I would I do not: but the evil which I would not, that I do.
Now if I do that I would not, it is no more I that do it, but sin that dwelleth in me.
Rom. 7:19, 20

b. Lust is in us may still Conceive into Sin.
Jas. 1:14, 15
But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed.
Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.
2. But we can be free indeed, i.e. free indeed from sin.
a. Firstly we need to give Priority to reckon ourselves to be dead indeed unto sin:

i. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?
Rom. 6:2
ii. Reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, 
but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Rom. 6:11

b. Because Potentially we can be such once we have been made free.

Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.
 Rom. 6:18
c. Productively we can then bear the fruit of holiness because we are such.
Now being made free from sin, and become servants to God, 

ye have your fruit unto holiness, and the end everlasting life.
Rom. 6:22
Malaysians will Celebrate their Independence Day tomorrow. 

Let all Christians Celebrate the Freedom that the Lord gives to each this Lord’s Day, 

and Commemorate Him Who made all this possible in our remembrance and worship of Him.

My soul is filled with joy and gladness Since Jesus came to me.

His love has banished all my sadness, From sin I am set free.

He set me free, He set me free, I was blind, but hallelujah, now I see!

I shall ne’er forget the day When He washed my sins away,


And He set, He set me free.
Haldor Lillenas
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1.  Study the following passage taken from Exo. 21:2-6 (NRSV) below:
When you buy a male Hebrew slave, he shall serve six years, 
but in the seventh he shall go out a free person, without debt.
If he comes in single, he shall go out single; 
if he comes in married, then his wife shall go out with him.
If his master gives him a wife and she bears him sons or daughters, 
the wife and her children shall be her master's and he shall go out alone.
But if the slave declares, "I love my master, my wife, and my children; 
I will not go out a free person,"
then his master shall bring him before God. 
He shall be brought to the door or the doorpost; 
and his master shall pierce his ear with an awl; and he shall serve him for life.
Is this true freedom? – freedom indeed? 
After having served as a slave for six years, the person is entitled to his freedom as dictated by Old Testament law – he is free!
But what happens if he chooses not to go free because during his bondage, he has been very well-treated, cared and provided for, and loved by his master who treats him as his own family members that he chooses to remain in the family to carry on his service as a “slave” to serve his beloved master in the family?
Then his master shall bring him before God. He shall be brought to the door or the doorpost; and his master shall pierce his ear with an awl; and he shall serve him for life.
This was what Paul committed himself to when he declared himself to be a servant of God and of Jesus Christ: [Note: servant is doulos = a slave, a bond-servant)
(Rom 1:1 KJV)  Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ…separated unto the gospel of God,
(Titus 1:1 KJV)  Paul, a servant of God, and an apostle of Jesus Christ…
Before Paul came to know the Lord, he was a slave to sin.
Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, 
Whosoever committeth sin is the servant [doulos] of sin.
Jn. 8:34
Then the Saviour set him free:
If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.
Jn. 8:36
He thus was set free, and He was free indeed when he chose to be 
a bond-slave to Jesus Christ. 
Are you free indeed? Are you a bond-slave of Jesus Christ?
REFLECT.
2. Another way of looking at being free indeed is to live a life that is free from besetting sin.
Though Christians have been set free from sin, many are still troubled by sin. 
In most cases it is worldly sin which is defined as: [I Jn. 2:15-17]
Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. 
If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him.
For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, 
and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.
And the world passeth away, and the lust thereof: 
but he that doeth the will of God abideth for ever.
It is that sin of habit that keeps pursing us everywhere we go. It tempts us through the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes and the pride of life. Though we have been set free from its power potentially we often succumb to its subtle temptations, and though often we confess our sin to God and He forgives us, yet it keeps coming back to haunt us because we yield to its lusts. It is the sin which doth so easily beset us. [Heb. 12:1]
Are you free from such besetting sins? Are you free indeed?
REFLECT.

