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The Text: We have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.

Eph. 1: 7

The Thots:

A. The Penalty of PAST sins Forgiven
1. Concerning Israel:
a. Israel’s sin in Rejecting the Messiah:
Acts 2:22, 23
Ye men of Israel… Him…ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain.
b. Israel’s Repentance at the Return of the Master of the house.

The house of David…shall look upon Me Whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for Him.
Zech. 12:10

c. Israel’s Restoration – God will Restore Israel to Himself in the Millennium:
i. He will Remit their Iniquity.

Jer. 50:20

In those days, and in that time, saith the LORD, the iniquity of Israel shall be sought for, 

and there shall be none; and the sins of Judah, and they shall not be found: 

for I will forgive  them whom I reserve.
ii. He will Remove their Transgressions completely.
· As far as one cannot measure the Distance between East and West:
Psa. 103:12  
As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He removed our transgressions from us


· As far as one cannot measure the Deepest part of the ocean:
Mic. 7:19

Thou wilt cast all their sins into the depths of the sea.
· Even though they be Dyed red or crimson with sinful stain, God will cleanse them clean.
Isa. 1:18

Though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
Though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.

iii. He will Remember their Sins no more in a New Covenant He will make with them.
Heb 10:16, 17
· This is the covenant that I will make with them after those days, saith the Lord, 

I will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them;



And their sins and iniquities will I remember no more.


· For I will be merciful… and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.
Heb 8:1

· For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.
Jer. 31:34
2. Concerning the Church:

a. Paul’s Mission was to preach to all that they may Receive the Forgiveness of sins:
Acts 26:18

To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me.
b. In Christ we have Redemption and Forgiveness of sins:
Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14

In Whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace.
c. But we need to Repent to Receive this forgiveness of sins:
I Jn. 1:9

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
B. The POWER of PRESENT Sin we still need to Fight (contend) with.
1. The Power of our Sinful Nature is still present with us.
I Jn. 1:8
If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

2. The Practice of Sin is still Possible.
I Jn. 1:10
If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.
Paul says: O wretched man that I am! who shall deliver me from the body of this death?
Rom. 7:24

3. Hence, the Provision for the Forgiveness of sins is made available.
I Jn. 1:9
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Paul also knows this secret of victory: I thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Rom. 7:25

C. The PROSPECT – The Presence of Sin will be removed in Future
The day is coming when sin shall be no more, and in heaven all the results of sin will have been removed:

1. The wages of sin is death but… there shall be no more death…for the former things are passed away. 
Rev. 21:4
2. The curse of sin falls on those who break the law, but in heaven there shall be no more curse.
Rev. 22:3
All these are possible because our Lord Jesus Christ died to bear away our sins 

and was made a curse for us all that we should be free. 

Let us therefore remember Him this day for the Forgiveness of our sins He has secured for us 

as we take of the bread and drink of the cup.


O for a thousand tongues to sing My great Redeemer’s praise,

The glories of my God and King, The triumphs of His grace!

He breaks the power of canceled sin, He sets the prisoner free;

His blood can make the foulest clean His blood availed for me.

With me, your chief, ye then shall know, Shall feel your sins forgiven;


Anticipate your heaven below, And own that love is heaven. 
Charles Wesley,
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1. To Receive Forgiveness of sins seems to be so easy in Christianity contrasted with the requirements of other religions. They have to “work” so hard in self-immolation, doing penance, making pilgrimages to holy cities, bathing in deified rivers, bowing to countless images of various sorts, donating great sums of money to charity or doing good deeds, etc. to win merits, and working very hard to win favours from their deities, etc. just to get their sins forgiven, if at all, they can!
Yet for sinners like us, saved by grace, we just have to exercise faith in the Lord Jesus Christ as the One Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed.
 
I Pet. 2:24
Consequently many Christians treat sins lightly. It is just a matter of confessing their sins to have the blood of Jesus Christ cleanse them away, and then to return to what they did and resume the whole process of sinning, confessing and committing them again.
Is this how a Christian should be treating sin? If not, how should he/she do so? REFLECT.
Consider this passage from Romans 6 below:
Rom. 6:1-16
What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin, that grace may abound?
God forbid. How shall we, that are dead to sin, live any longer therein?
Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into His death?
Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.
For if we have been planted together in the likeness of His death, we shall be also in the likeness of his resurrection:
Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be destroyed, that henceforth we should not serve sin. For he that is dead is freed from sin.
Now if we be dead with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him:
Knowing that Christ being raised from the dead dieth no more; death hath no more dominion over Him.
For in that He died, he died unto sin once: but in that He liveth, he liveth unto God.
Likewise reckon ye also yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts thereof.
Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin: but yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto God.
For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not under the law, but under grace.
What then? shall we sin, because we are not under the law, but under grace? God forbid.
Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?
2. While this easy access to God’s throne of Grace to seek help in time of need is readily available because we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:
and He is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world, it should not make us treat sin lightly. At the same time for those who have grievously sinned against God, know that the open arms of the waiting Father are always ready to welcome back the sinner or the backslider. This is the wondrous grace that God has provided for all sinners and sinning saints. Go to Him and seek His help in time of need. He is always there for you, no matter who you are and in what state you are. 

REFLECT.

