R232.  Rumination for 19 July, 2009
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The Theme: Behold the Lamb!
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
Behold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.
Jn. 1:29
The Thots: 

A. The Lamb’s Worth - Behold the Lamb of God…
Jn. 1:29a

1. Cf. The Picture of the Paschal Lamb – 
Exo. 12
a. It was to be without Spot or blemish: Your lamb shall be without blemish.
Exo. 12:5

b. It was to be Slain and eaten: The whole assembly…of Israel shall kill it in the evening.  
Exo. 12:6
c. Its blood was to be Sprinkled on the two side posts and…upper door post. 
Exo. 12:7
d. It was the Sign of the Lord’s Passover.
Exo. 12:11

2. Jesus, the Passover Lamb:
a. He was  Christ,…a lamb without blemish and without Spot
I Pet. 1:18

b. He was Slain by wicked hands.

The Son of man must suffer many things…and be slain, and be raised the third day.
Lk. 9:22

Him…ye have taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain.
Acts 2:23
c. His blood was Shed for the remission of our sins.
I Pet. 18, 19a

This is My blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. 
Mt. 26:28

d. He was the Lord’s Passover Lamb: for even Christ our Passover is Sacrificed for us:
I Cor. 5:7

B. The Lamb’s Work - the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world
Jn. 1:29b
1. The Lamb’s Work Declared: It was to take away the sin of the world
2. This was His Father’s Will:

a. Then said I, Lo, I come…to do Thy will, O God.

Heb. 10:7
b. Jesus saith…My meat is to do the will of Him that sent Me, and to finish His work.
Jn. 4:34
c. Father, if Thou be willing, remove this cup from Me…not My will, but Thine, be done.
Lk. 22:42
3. It was to take away the sin of the World.
Jn. 1:29

a. God was in Christ, Reconciling the world unto Himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them. II Cor. 5:19
b. Their sins and their iniquities will I Remember no more.
Heb. 8:12; 10:17
c. As far as the east is from the west, so far hath He Removed our transgressions. 
Psa. 103:12 cf. Mic. 7:19
C. In doing so, The Lamb answered no Word in the presence of His enemies:
1. Isaiah Prophesied: He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter,
Isa. 53:7b
and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth

2. Jesus’ Presence before His enemies – on four occasions the Lord remained silent:


a. When He was before the High priest:
Mt. 26:62, 63

The high priest arose, and said unto Him, Answerest Thou nothing? But Jesus held His peace.
b. When He stood before Herod, the Governor of Galilee: 
Lk. 23:9


Then he questioned with Him in many words; but He answered him nothing.

c. When He was Accused of the chief priests and elders, He Answered nothing.
Matt. 27:12
d. Then said Pilate unto Him, Hearest thou not how many things they witness against Thee?
Matt. 27:13, 14
And He answered him to never a word; insomuch that the governor marvelled greatly.
3. His Purposeful silence:

a. He was the Son committed to doing the Father’s Will.
I Pet. 2:23


Who, when He was reviled, reviled not again; when He suffered, He threatened not; 

but committed Himself to Him that judgeth righteously:

b. He was the Shepherd willing to lay down His life for the Sheep.
Jn. 10:14, 15, 18

I am the good shepherd…and I lay down My life for the sheep… No man taketh it from Me, 
but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again. 
c. Thus as a Sheep that was led to the Slaughter, He openeth not His mouth.
Isa. 53:7b

D. The Lamb’s Worship 
1. John Wept when there was no one Worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof?
Rev. 5:4 cf. v. 2

2. But the Lamb was Worthy to do so.
Rev. 5:8, 9
The four beasts and four and twenty elders fell down before the Lamb, and they sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy…for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood out of every kindred, 
and tongue, and people, and nation.
3. And so, they fell down and Worshipped the Lamb.
Rev. 5:12, 14
 Saying with a loud voice, Worthy is the Lamb that was slain to receive power, and riches, 
and wisdom, and strength, and honour, and glory, and blessing…and the four and twenty elders
fell down and worshipped Him that liveth for ever and ever.

“Salvation to God, who sits on the throne!”  Let all cry aloud and honor the Son;
The praises of Jesus the angels proclaim, Fall down on their faces and worship the Lamb.
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1. John wept when he saw that there was no man in heaven, nor in earth, neither under the earth, was able to open the book, neither to look thereon the book written within and on the backside, and sealed with seven seals. There was no one worthy to take up the challenge of the strong angel: Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof? Rev. 5:1-4
Finally, it was one of the elders who responded: Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Juda, the Root of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.

Rev. 5:5

It was the Lamb, looking as if it had been slain, standing in the center of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the elders
(Rev. 5:6, NIV) Who was proclaimed worthy to open the seals of the book.

The Lamb that was slain was the Lion of the tribe of Judah:
As Lamb, He was Meek and reviled by Man, but as the Lion of Judah He was from the line of David, Who after having purged our sins sat down on the right hand of the Majesty on high. (Heb. 1:3b)
The Lamb that was slain was also the Root of David.
Isaiah prophesied that there shall come forth a rod out of the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow out of his roots, (Isa. 11:1)
Thus the Lamb as the Root of David would sit on his kingly throne as his promised seed:

I have made a covenant with My chosen, I have sworn unto David my servant, thy seed 
will I establish for ever, and build up thy throne to all generations. 
    
     Psa. 89:3, 4

His seed also will I make to endure for ever, and his throne as the days of heaven. Psa. 89:29

Today we have a Man in Heaven, a Meek Lamb that was slain and also a Majestic King.

How would you take advantage of these three attributes of His to make His relationship 
with you meaningful this week? (Read also Heb 4:14-16)
REFLECT.
2. Jesus was as a Lamb and a Sheep keeping silence when He needed to; at the same time He was also the Lion of Judah, and as a lion, He could be like the Lord roaring:
…the LORD: He shall roar like a lion: when He shall roar, then the children shall tremble from the west. (Amos 3:4). 
Thus before His enemies He might never utter a word Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when He suffered, He threatened not; but committed Himself to Him that judgeth righteously: (I Pet. 2:23)

Yet when confronted with those who defiled the house of God, He could roar at them, thus: 
Jesus went into the temple of God, and cast out all them that sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the moneychangers, and the seats of them that sold doves,

And said unto them, It is written, My house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves. (Mt. 21:12, 13)
The Lord also said to His disciples: Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of Me and of My words in this adulterous and sinful generation; of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed, when He cometh in the glory of His Father with the holy angels. (Mk. 8:38)

He also said: Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; (Mt. 5:44)

This week there may be occasions when you need to be silent as a lamb and when you need to speak out as a lion.  Would you know when to do either and bring glory to your Lord? 


REFLECT.
