R228.  Rumination for 21st June, 2009 (Father’s Day)
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The Theme: The Fathers in Jesus’ Line
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The Text: 
Father forgive them for they know not what they do.
Matt. 25:12

The Thots: 
A. Adam – the Fore-father of Sin.
Lk. 3:23, 38 cf. Rom. 5:12
1. Adam was Formed as a son of God – Adam, which was the son of God.
Lk. 3:38

a. Adam was Created in God’s image and Character:
Gen. 1:27, 28

God created man in His own image, in the image of God created He him; male and female created He them.

b. Adam was delegated Control over God’s Creation:
Gen. 1:28-30
God said unto them…replenish the earth, and subdue it: and have dominion over… 

2. Adam Failed and became the Forefather of sin: By one man sin entered into the world…
Rom. 5:12

a. Though Eve was the First to sin in taking of the Fruit.
Gen. 3:6 cf. I Tim. 2:13, 14

She took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.

b. But Adam Followed and as head of the Family he was held responsible:

Gen. 3:9 cf. 3:16


And the LORD God called unto Adam, and said unto him, Where art thou?

c. Thus death Fell on all men with Adam as the Forerunner of death.
Gen. 3:19 cf. Rom. 5:12b

Dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return… and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

3. He was the First Adam – the first son of God and the first living being.
I Cor. 15:45a


"The first man, Adam, became a living being"; 

a. Through the first Adam sin entered the world and hence death by sin.
Rom. 5:12

b. But through the last Adam, Christ, the Son of God, came forth life.
I Cor. 15:45b

 – the last Adam became a life-giving spirit.

c. Now we who are in Christ are a new Creation:
II Cor. 5:17-19, NRSV
So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away…
· The Sinner’s Father is the Devil ; the Saints’ Father is God in Heaven.
Jn. 8:44 ct. Mt. 6:9
B. Enoch – the Father of Saints.
Lk. 3:37 cf. Gen. 5:24
1. Enoch walked with God:
Gen. 5:22, 24
a. Enoch walked with God in Fellowship.

Cf. Saints in Christ whose fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.
I Jn. 1:3
b. Noah also walked with God and Followed in His Footsteps.

Gen. 6:9


- Noah was a just man and perfect in his generations, and Noah walked with God.

Cf. Saints in Christ whom He called…leaving us an example, that ye should follow His steps.  I Pet. 2:21
c. Abraham walked before God as His Friend.
Gen. 48:15; Jas. 2:23

God, before whom my fathers Abraham and Isaac did walk.

Abraham believed God, and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of God.

Cf. Saints in Christ of Whom He said: I call you not servants…but I have called you friends; 
Jn. 15:15
2. And he was not; for God took him.
Gen. 5:24b cf. Heb. 11:5
By faith Enoch…was not found, because God had translated him.
I Thes. 4:16, 17
Cf. Saints in Christ for whom one day the Lord Himself shall descend from heaven (and) we which are alive and remain shall be caught up…in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

C. God, the Father of the Son, Jesus – as Thou, Father, art in Me, and I in Thee.
Jn. 17:1, 5, 11, 21, 24, 25
On the cross, Jesus addressed God as Father two times:
1. Father Forgive them for they know not what they do.

Lk. 23:34
a. This was His Mission. He was named JESUS: for He shall save His people from their sins. Mt. 1:21
b. This was why He was Made of a woman for the suffering of death…

Gal. 4:4-6; Heb. 2:9
God sent forth his Son, made of a woman…to redeem them that were under the law, 
that we might receive the adoption of sons…crying, Abba, Father.
Thus, for us, He became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.

Phil 2:8b
c. His death gave life to Many. The last Adam took away the sins of the first Adam. Rom. 5:14, 15; I Cor. 15:45
Death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not sinned after the similitude of Adam's transgression… For if through the offence of one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, hath abounded unto many.


2. Father, into Thy hands I commit My Spirit.
Lk. 23:46, NIV
a. Having finished His mission, He Returned to the Father.
Jn. 20:17

b. Today He sits enthroned on the Father’s Right hand.
Heb. 1:3

c. But He will come again for His own to take them back to where He is.
Jn. 14:3

d. Until then we are to Remember Him as we break the bread and take of the cup.
I Cor. 11:24, 25 
Father, let me dedicate, all this year to Thee, In whatever worldly state Thou wilt have me be:
Not from sorrow, pain or care, freedom dare I claim; This alone shall be my prayer, glorify Thy Name.  L.  Tut​ti​ett,
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 228

1. It is customary on Father’s Day for children to pay compliments and tributes to their father, to present gifts to him, and perhaps, if they can afford, to take their father out for a meal. The day will also see them put on their best behaviour to please their father as much as they can.

Consider what Jesus did to please His Father:

When God in burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin… hast had no pleasure, then said I, Lo, I come (in the volume of the book it is written of Me,) to do thy will, O God. 
Heb. 10:6-9
The Son’s primary purpose was ever to do the Father’s Will and please Him in all ways at all times. He has set the Example for us to follow.

The Father Himself can testify of the Son that He pleases Him:

This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. 
Matt. 3:17
Are you and your father in such a relationship that he can testify that you are a pleasure to him, and  in turn, you can say you are indeed proud to be his son/daughter? May this Father’s Day, and for the days to follow as well, be dedicated to such a relationship between father and child/children. 

REFLECT if this is so or it can be so.
2. Father’s Day should also be a reminder to all fathers of their responsibility to bring up their children to walk in the ways of the father, i.e. the father should be exemplary in his walk with (like Enoch), and conduct before (like Abraham) his children.
a. Consider the bad example of Eli.

His sons were badly behaved and regarded as… sons of Belial (scoundrels/wicked men/worthless men); they knew not the LORD.
I Sam. 2:12-17, 22-24
Because Eli honourest thy sons above Me.
I Sam. 2:29

Because Eli’s sons made themselves vile, and he restrained them not.
I Sam. 3:13

b. Consider also the bad example of Ahab and wife before his son Ahaziah:
I Kgs. 22:52-53
Ahaziah the son of Ahab began to reign over Israel in Samaria…And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, and walked in the way of his father, and in the way of his mother, and in the way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel to sin: For he served Baal, and worshipped him, and provoked to anger the LORD God of Israel, according to all that his father had done.

c. Josiah’s father, Amon (II Kgs. 25:22, 26), and his grandfather, Manasseh (II Kgs. 22:18) were wicked kings. But presumably, his mother, Jedidah, brought him up to walk in the way of his “fore-father”, David, so that Josiah grew up to be a great king.  (II Kgs. 22:1, 2)
Josiah was eight years old when he began to reign, and he reigned thirty and one years in Jerusalem. And his mother's name was Jedidah, the daughter of Adaiah of Boscath. And he did that which was right in the sight of the LORD, and walked in all the way of David his father, and turned not aside to the right hand or to the left.

How do you or your wife bring up your children?  Are you good examples to them?
 REFLECT.


