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The Theme: I Know You Not
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The Text: 
Verily I say unto you, I know you not.
Matt. 25:12
The Thots: 

A. They Used the Lord’s Name but the Lord did not know them.
Mt. 7:21-23

1. The Lord’s Personal statement:

Mt. 7:21

a. Negatively: Not every one that saith unto Me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven;
b. Positively: but he that doeth the will of My Father which is in heaven.
2. The People’s Claim:

Mt. 7:22, NRSV

a. They had Prophesied in the Lord’s Name – Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name
b. They had Put out demons in His Name – and cast out demons in Your name?
c. They had Performed miracles in His Name – and do many deeds of power in your name?
3. The Lord’s Professed disclaimer:

Mt. 7:23


Then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from Me, ye that work iniquity.

B. They Called him Lord, but the Lord did not know them.
Mt. 25:1-12
1. Present to wait for the coming of the bridegroom were ten virgins.

25:1
2. Five wise ones were Prepared with oil in their lamps, but the other foolish five were not.
25:2-7
3. While the foolish five went to Purchase oil, the bridegroom came, and the door was locked.
25:8-10
4. When they returned, they Professed to know him and asked him: Lord, Lord, open to us.
25:11

5. But the lord Promptly replied: Verily I say unto you, I know you not.

25:12

· Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein the Son of man cometh.
25:13
C. The Righteous Nations did not Claim to know Him, but He knew them
Mt. 25:34-40
1. They were Perplexed: Then shall the righteous answer him, saying,

 Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, and fed thee? or thirsty, and gave thee drink?
25:37
2. They were the Gentile nations who had treated His Elect Nation (My brethren) well.
25:40a


Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these My brethren.

3. The King would know them because their act was Perceived to have been done unto Him.
25:40b


Inasmuch as ye have done it unto…my brethren ye have done it unto Me.
D. The Unrighteous Nations did not claim to know Him and indeed He knew them not.
1. They too were Puzzled: They also answer him, saying, Lord, when saw we thee an hungered, 

or athirst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or in prison, and did not minister unto thee?
25:44
2. They were Prejudiced against “His brethren” and certainly did not treat them well.

25:45b


Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of these, ye did it not to Me.

3. These shall go away into everlasting Punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.
25:46
· Do we know the Lord and does the Lord know us?

E. Other people who did not know Jesus when they saw Him, but He knew them.
1. The two disciple on the way to Emmaus Met Jesus but did not know Him.
a. Their eyes were Shut: their eyes were holden that they should not know Him.

Lk, 24:16
b. They knew not the Scriptures:
Lk. 24:25, 26


O fools, and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken:


Ought not Christ to have suffered these things, and to enter into his glory?

 
c. They only recognised Him later when He Supped in their house.

Lk. 24:3o, 31

And it came to pass, as he sat at meat with them, he took bread, and blessed it, and brake, 

and gave to them. And their eyes were opened, and they knew him.





2. Mary Magdalene saw Jesus in the Gardener, but did not know Him.
Jn. 20:14


She…saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus.
a. She was Very occupied with the death and burial of Jesus.


Jn. 20:15b

Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I will take Him away.



b. It was the Voice of the Living Christ that caused her to recognise Him.

Jn. 20:16

Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master.

· Today Jesus Walks with us, He Stands with us and Sits at Supper with us. Do we recognise and know Him as the One Who died, was buried and risen again – the Resurrected and living Christ? Does He know us?

Someone will knock when the door is shut By and by, by and by,
Hear a voice saying, “I know you not,” Shall you? shall I? Shall you? shall I?
Someone will call and shall not be heard, Vainly will strive when the door is barred,
Someone will fail of the saint’s reward: Shall you? shall I? Shall you? shall I?
Someone will sing the triumphant song By and by, by and by,
Join in the praise with the blood-bought throng, Shall you? shall I? Shall you? shall I?
Someone will greet on the golden shore Loved ones of earth who have gone before,
Safe in the glory forevermore: Shall you? shall I? Shall you? shall I?
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REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. Mary Magdalene was too preoccupied with the death and burial of Jesus, 

her Master and Lord. 
The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken away from the sepulchre.

Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, They have taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and we know not where they have laid Him.
Jn. 20:1, 2
But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre, And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain. And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because they have taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have laid him.
Jn. 20:11-13
She did not anticipate the possibility that Jesus could have risen from the dead 
as He had said to His disciples earlier.
From that time forth began Jesus to show unto His disciples, how that He must go unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and be raised again the third day.
Mt. 16:21

The other disciples also made the same mistake:

For as yet they knew not the scripture, that He must rise again from the dead.
Jn. 20:9

Thus, Mary and the women who were at the sepulchre were invited to see for themselves:
And the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know 
that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not here: for He is risen, as He said. 
Come, see the place where the Lord lay.
Mt. 28:5, 6
In the institution of the Lord’s Supper, the Lord commanded, For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till he come.
I Cor. 11:26

It has been alleged that at the Lord’s Supper, so much emphasis is focused on the remembrance of the Lord’s death that the service which should take on a triumphant and victorious chord because He that was dead liveth again, sounds more like a funeral service for a “dead” and defeated Jesus. What are your thoughts on this?
REFLECT
2. Paul’s ambition in life was:

Phil. 3:7-10

What things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.

Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, and be found in Him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: that I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being made conformable unto his death.

Consider the extent to which Paul would go just to know Christ Jesus His Lord and the areas of his life that he would put right so that his ambition will in no way be obstructed or interfered with. 

Are you prepared to go to the same extent in order to know your Lord?
  REFLECT
