R222 Rumination for 10 May 2009 (Mother’s Day)

by K.C. Ung
The Theme: 
The Four Mothers in Jesus’ Lineage
berita-bethel-ung.com

The Text: …whose mother was…

Mt. 1:3, 5, 6, NIV
The Thots:

Intro. 
In the Jewish custom of listing only fathers in one’s lineage, the Lord Jesus had four women in His 

genealogy in Matthew 1:1-18. This was an act of Divine Grace that came with Jesus.
Jn. 1:17
A. Tamar, the Resourceful Mother – Judah the father of Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar. Mt. 1:3
1. Her Tragic Past – She was a childless widow of two husbands, wicked Er and unwilling Onan
Gen. 38:7-11
2. Her Temporary Pose as a Prostitute because of a Promise not kept. 
38:14-23
3. Her Triumphant Prospect:
a. Tamar’s Conception – the Misjudgment and the Meted-out punishment.
38:24

b. Judah’s Condemnation of Tamar and his self-condemnation by his own signet, bracelets and staff.
38:25, 26

c. Judah’s Concession: She hath been more righteous than I; because…I gave her not to Shelah my son. 38:26

d. Divine Condescension:
i. God’s Gracious Intervention: twins (Pharaz/Perez and Zarah/Zerah) were born to Tamar.
38:29, 30

ii. The Gracious Inclusion in the Genealogies: Perez and Zerah, whose mother was Tamar. Mt. 1:3, NIV
· Perez Became the most Prominent in the house of Judah, from Boaz to David. 
Ruth 4:18-22

· Later, the Blessing of Perez was the Blessing for Ruth and Boaz:
Ruth 4:12, NRSV
· Perez is Present again in both the genealogies of Christ in the N.T. 
Mt. 1:3; Lk. 3:33

· So is Tamar, their mother, the Posed “Prostitute”, as an ancestress of our Lord!
Mt. 1:3

B. Rahab, the Rescued Mother – Salmon the father of Boaz, whose mother was Rahab
Mt. 1:5a, NIV
1. Rahab, the Harlot.

a. She Cared for her family and was Concerned for their safety.
Josh. 2:1, 12, 13

b. She Lied to preserve the Lives of the spies.
2:4-8

c. She had Heard of the God of Israel and Feared Him. 
2:9-11

d. Because of Rahab, her family in her house was Rescued.
6:17, 22-25
e. She is honoured and made Famous in the gallery of Faith.
Heb. 11:31

2. Rahab, the Mother

a. She Married Salmon.

Mt. 1:5a
b. And she was the Mother of Boaz who married Ruth (See # C)
1:5b
i. Boaz was in the Genealogies in I Chronicles (2:11, 12), Matthew (1:5) and Luke (3:32)

ii. He was Godly and Rich, Generous to Ruth, Gracious as a kinsman Redeemer.
Ruth 2:1, 4, 8-19; 4:10-12
· Rahab, though a Harlot, must have taught her son Honour and Holiness to be what he was!
C. Ruth, the Redeemed Mother – Boaz the father of Obed, whose mother was Ruth
Mt. 1:5b, NIV
1. She was a Moabitess experiencing “Famine” in her life – loss of Food, husband, etc.
Ruth 1:4-6 cf. 1
2. She was Faced with the prospect of widowhood and childlessness re. her Future, but she stood Fast.
1:11-15
3. She was Faithful to the Family. Consider her Famous words:  


1:16, 17
thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God: Where thou diest, will I die, and there will I be buried
4. Her Faith and Faithfulness was well-spoken of:
a. She was Bought (Redeemed) by Boaz.
Ruth 4:9-12

b. She was a Becoming wife to Boaz.

4:13a cf. 3:6-11
c. She was even a Better daughter-in-law than seven sons could be to Naomi.

4:14-16

d. She Became a mother through the good provision of the Lord. A son Obed was born.
4:13b, 17
i. The child was well-related to his grandmother, his community, the Lord (“Obed”)
4:15-17

ii. The child became the ancestor of David and Jesus.

4:17 cf. Mt. 1:5

· And the Mother of the child was Ruth!
D. Bathsheba – the Royal Mother 
Mt. 1:6

– David was the father of Solomon, whose mother had been Uriah's wife.

1. She was Uriah’s Wife forced to be a Widow by David’s intrigue. Later he took her as wife.
II Sam. 11:3, 26, 27
2. David was faced with the Lord’s Displeasure and Bathsheba’s new-born child had to Die.
12:13, 14

3. In time Bathsheba Became a mother to 4 children: Shammua, Shobab, Nathan and Solomon. I Chr. 3:5

a. Through Solomon, Jesus was the adopted Legal heir to David’s throne through Joseph.
Mt. 1:16


b. Through Nathan, Jesus was the Real Seed of David, as son of Mary.
Lk. 3:23, 31
c. Thus, Jesus avoided the curse of Jeconiah (Jer. 23:28-30) through adoption to inherit David’s throne 

and at the same time was of David’s Seed to qualify to sit on the throne.

· Bathsheba was an adulterous Wife, through God’s Grace she was Forgiven and she became 

a Mother to Forward God’s Plan of Redemption through Jesus Christ.
Con. 
The last woman to be mentioned in the Genealogy of Jesus was Mary, the Mother of Jesus. Mt. 1:18


She was the only “Favoured” mother apart from the Four to give birth to a Perfect Son.
Lk. 1:30-33
She was to be the Mother of Sorrows to the Man of Sorrows.
Lk. 2:34, 35 cf. Isa. 53:3

· On this Lord’s Day let us not forget to remember the Man of Sorrows (born of a Mother
destined for sorrows) to save all mothers, their husbands and children.
See REFLECTIONS for Verse: Faith of our Mothers.
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R222
Faith of Our Mothers

Faith of our mothers, living still In cradle song and bedtime prayer;
In nursery lore and fireside love, Thy presence still pervades the air:
Faith of our mothers, living faith! We will be true to thee to death.

Faith of our mothers, loving faith, Fount of our childhood’s trust and grace,
Oh, may thy consecration prove Source of a finer, nobler race:
Faith of our mothers, loving faith, We will be true to thee till death.

Faith of our mothers, guiding faith, For youthful longing, youthful doubt,
How blurred our vision, blind our way, Thy providential care without:
Faith of our mothers, guiding faith, We will be true to thee till death.

Faith of our mothers, Christian faith, Is truth beyond our stumbling creeds,
Still serve the home and save the Church, And breathe thy spirit through our deeds:
Faith of our mothers, Christian faith! We will be true to thee till death.


Ar​thur B. Pat​ten
1. Of the four mothers named in Jesus’ Genealogy, only Rahab is named in the Gallery of the Heroes and Heroines of Faith in Hebrews 11. It is significant that her harlotry (the harlot Rahab, 11:31) followed her into this Honours list. She did not deserve to be there, nor the three others, in the genealogy of Jesus.  These were “honoured” not because of any merit they earned. It was solely attributed to the Grace and Graciousness of God. 
Today many mothers are honoured by their children for their lives of sacrifice for them (living faith), for their love for them (loving faith), for their guidance of them from infant to adulthood (guiding faith) and for establishing them solidly in their Christian faith. 

On this Mother’s Day, are you a living example of a loving faith that constantly and consistently guides your children through life based on the principles of the Christian faith? REFLECT.
2. Of the four women named in the genealogy of Jesus, only Ruth could claim some measure of respect in today’s society. Even then, depending on which community she is in, she may still be regarded as an outcast for social and ethnic reasons. Her other compatriots would not fare any better. Tamar committed incest with her father-in-law, Rahab was a prostitute, and Bathsheba was an adulteress – yet all were ancestresses of Jesus. They were in His lineage because of His grace extended to them. 

Compare their representation in the Body of Christ, as…
I Cor. 12:12, 13

There is neither Jew nor Greek,
- cf. Ruth, a Gentile.
there is neither bond nor free, 
- cf. Rahab, bonded to harlotry.
there is neither male nor female: 
- cf. Tamar, Bathsheba, Rahab, Ruth, 4 women.
for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.
- all in the genealogy of Jesus. 
Can you regard the members of your assembly as one with you in the Body of Christ, 

without racial distinction, social differences and sexual discriminations but are all one together worshipping, serving and fellowshipping with the same Lord?  REFLECT.
A Blessed Mother’s Week 

to all concerned.
