R212 (R1)  Rumination for March 1, 2009

by K.C. Ung
The Theme: Do this; Remember ME
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
This do in remembrance of Me.
I Cor. 11:24, 25
The Thots: 

A. The Special Revelations given to Paul.
1. Concerning the Composition of the mystical Church.
Eph. 3:3-6


How that by revelation He made known unto me the mystery; (…my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) 
a. Concealed in the Past but revealed in the Present – the mystery of Christ



Which in other ages was not made known… as it is now revealed unto His holy apostles…by the Spirit.
b. Composed of Jewish and Gentile believers as Partners (fellowheirs) in the body of Christ.

Gentiles… fellowheirs…of the same body, and partakers of His promise in Christ by the gospel
2. Concerning the Lord’s Command to Commemorate Him in His Supper.
I Cor. 11:20-26

For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you
11:23
a. The Existing Abuse then:
11:20-22
i. The Believers’ Selfish Participation:  not to eat the Lord's Supper…one is hungry…another…drunken.

ii. The Believers’ Spiteful Performance – despise ye the church of God… I praise you not
b. The Example of the Lord’s Act Explained.
11:24-26
i. His Conduct: 
Lord Jesus…took bread…when He had given thanks, He brake it.



After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped

ii. The Concept:
Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you.



This cup is the new testament in My blood.
iii. His Command:
This do in remembrance of Me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, 


ye do show the Lord's death till He come.

B. The Symbolism of the Remembrance.

1. The Breaking of the Bread – Jesus…took bread…when he had given thanks, he brake it
a. It is a Remembrance of the Lord’s Body given in substitution for us.
11:24, NRSV


"This is My body that is for you. Do this in remembrance of Me."
i. His Back was Furrowed – The plowers plowed upon my back: they made long their furrows.
Psa. 129:3
ii. His Body was Flogged – after flogging Jesus, he [Pilate] handed Him over to be crucified. 
Mt. 27:26 
iii. Finally, He said, It is Finished…Bowed His head…and died, even as He was crucified.

Jn. 19:30
b. It is a Reflection of our oneness in the Body of Christ.
I Cor. 10:17, NRSV
i. Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread.
The bread that we break, is it not a sharing in the body of Christ?
I Cor. 10:16b, NRSV
ii. All the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.
I Cor. 12:12

2. The New Covenant in the Cup – After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped
 
a. This cup is the new covenant in My blood.

I Cor. 11:25, NRSV


The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will establish a new covenant.       
Cf.  Heb. 8:8-13, NRSV
b. This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in My blood.
Lk. 22:20, NRSV

c. This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many.
Mk. 14:24, NRSV
d. This is My blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. Mt. 26:28, NRSV

The New Covenant: I will put My laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people…for all shall know Me, from the least to the greatest.  For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.
Heb. 8:10-12
C. The Saints’ Readiness to observe the Lord’s Supper.
1. The Warning to ensure Worthiness.
I  Cor. 11:27
Wherefore whosoever shall eat this bread, and drink this cup of the Lord, unworthily, 
shall be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord.

2. The Self-examination before the Supper.
I Cor. 11:28

But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of that cup.

3. The Reason for the Rebuke: 
I Cor. 11:29, NRSV

All who eat and drink without discerning the body, eat and drink judgment against themselves. Cf. 11:30-34

Hence, be ye always Ready to Remember the Lord, Reflect on His death, burial and Resurrection and Revere Him.
Our Lord and His disciples at table were as one, And Jesus thought of the morrow, His work here nearly done.
With one last night together, they knew not what would be, But Jesus had one final word: “Do This; Remember Me!”
Thanksgiving to the Father, an ancient feast made new. Christ said, “This is My body, My body giv’n for you.”
The holy bread was broken and shared with Jesus’ plea That His words not be forgotten: “Do This; Remember Me!”
He took the cup of blessing, the blood of Jesus shed That all might know forgiveness, received when Jesus bled.
Salvation now available to all on bended knee Who repent and follow His command: “Do This; Remember Me!”

Keith H. Mc​Il​wain
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 212 (R1)
1. Today’s Rumination is a Refreshing of Rumination No. 1 shared with all of you on February 27th, 2005. It was very brief (see below) with just the simple goal of helping someone to participate and contribute “something” to the Lord meaningfully at the Lord’s Supper, as expressed in these lovely words:
Savior, Thy dying love Thou gavest me. Nor should I aught withhold, dear Lord, from Thee.
In love my soul would bow, my heart fulfill its vow, 

Some offering bring Thee now, something for Thee.
O’er the blest mercy seat, pleading for me, My feeble faith looks up, Jesus, to Thee.
Help me the cross to bear, Thy wondrous love declare, 

Some song to raise, or prayer, something for Thee.
Give me a faithful heart, likeness to Thee. That each departing day henceforth may see
Some work of love begun, some deed of kindness done,
Some wanderer sought and won, something for Thee.
All that I am and have, Thy gifts so free, In joy, in grief, through life, O Lord, for Thee!
And when Thy face I see, my ransomed soul shall be
Through all eternity, something for Thee.


Syl​van​us D. Phelps
The Rumination then was very simple with just a thought or two. It is Reproduced here:

A. The Lord commanded 
I Cor. 11:24, 25
1. Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.

2. This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.

B. Joseph, a picture of the Lord, requested the chief butler:


Think on me when it shall be well with thee.
Gen. 40:14

C. Sadly that was not to be.


Yet did not the chief butler remember Joseph, but forgot him.
Gen. 40:23

App. Is it possible that while I am at this Remembrance Feast instituted by the Lord Himself to remember Him, 

that I forget Him and think of other things else?

King of my life I crown Thee now – Thine shall the glory be;

Lest I forget Thine thorn-crowned brow, Lead me to Calvary.

Lest I forget Gethsemane, Lest I forget Thine agony.

Lest I forget Thy love for me, Lead me to Calvary.




– Jennie Evelyn Hussey

Since then subsequent Ruminations had developed with more thoughts for the worshipper to Ruminate on the manifold wisdom of God, according to the eternal purpose which He purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord (Eph. 3:10b, 11) and for the believers as good stewards of the manifold grace of God… [to] speak as the oracles of God (I Pet. 4:10b, 11a). 
Still later a new section commenced “Reflections for the Week” to help the believer in his/her Christian walk for the week that follows.  
From today onwards many of these earlier Ruminations will be Refreshed and updated to the current format.
Have you benefitted from these simple and manifold thoughts shared with you every Lord’s Day in your preparation to participate at the Lord’s Supper more meaningfully?  
For instance, are the elements in the institution of the Lord’s Supper in I Cor. 11 (see today’s Rumination) still present at your Lord’s Supper in your church today?
REFLECT.
2. Have the questions and reflections for the week been of help to you in your Christian walk with the Lord each week? 

REFLECT
Perhaps you will write in to say how the Ruminations and Reflections have been of help to you or otherwise.  Just send it to: webmaster@berita-bethel-ung.com
