R211.  Rumination for February 22, 2009

by K.C. Ung
The Theme: Let me like Mary… Come with a gift to Thee 
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.
Jn. 3:16
The Thots: 

Intro.: 27th February is the 4th Anniversary of Ruminations which started in 2005. Its main objective was to prepare the Lord’s People for the Lord’s Table every Lord’s Day in accordance to His Ordinance given to the Church to remember Him in His death, burial, resurrection and coming again (I Cor. 11:23-26) leading to His reverence.
To commemorate this 4th Anniversary, we would ruminate on the 4 Mary’s mentioned in the N.T. who seemed to relate to their Lord in these aspects of His life at one time or another:

A. Mary, the Mother of Jesus – the young child with Mary His mother
Mt. 2:11; Lk. 2:34, 35

This Child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a sign which shall be spoken against; (Yea, a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.

1. The Child would grow up to be a Man of Sorrows.
Isa. 53:3

He is despised and rejected of men; a Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief.

a. The Prediction: He would be Rejected of men (fall) and He would also be Received (rising again) by men.
b. The Purpose: That the thoughts of many hearts may be Revealed 
c. The Prevailing sign – He would face opposition: a sign which shall be spoken against. And Mary would know.
2. Mary herself would then be a Mother of sorrows – a sword shall pierce through thy own soul also
a. In the case of her Son, a Spear would piece His Side through to His heart.

Jn. 19:34

One of the soldiers with a spear pierced His side, and forthwith came there out blood and water.
b. In Mary’s case, a Sword shall pierce through thy own Soul also.

Lk. 2:35
· At her Son’s birth, Mary was Acquainted with her Son’s life and death.
Jn. 12:7
B. Mary, the sister of Martha – she (Martha) had a sister called Mary.
Lk. 10:38, 39
Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus.
Jn. 12:3

Then said Jesus, Let her alone: against the day of My burying hath she kept this.
Jn. 12:7
1. Mary Probably learned this when she sat at Jesus feet:

Mary, which also sat at Jesus' feet, and heard His word.

Lk. 10:39
2. Jesus had Predicted this earlier to His disciples:

Mt. 16:21
…began Jesus to show unto his disciples, how that He must…suffer…be killed, and be raised again the third day.
3. Thus Mary Prepared Jesus for that day and anointed Him.

Jn. 12:3
Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, 
and wiped His feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment.

· Mary Anointed her Lord in Anticipation of His Death and Burial.
C. The other Mary (the mother of James and Joses?)

Mt. 27:55, 56, 61
And many women were there beholding afar off, which followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering unto him:

Among which was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joses.
And there was Mary Magdalene, and the other Mary, sitting over against the sepulchre.


1. Mary Served Jesus in life – She and many women… followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering unto Him
2. She Saw Jesus in death – She and many women were there beholding afar off
3. She Sat opposite the Sepulchre to See Jesus buried – the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb.
4. When Sunday dawned, she Sought Jesus in the Sepulchre but found an empty tomb instead.
 Mt. 28:1-8

In the end of the sabbath, came…the other Mary to see the sepulchre.

28:1
· Mary Accompanied Jesus in life and in death and was among the first to hear of His resurrection.
D. Mary Magdalene – Mary Magdalene, out of whom He had cast seven devils.

Mk. 16:9
1. Mary was always the first mentioned among women – 
Mt. 27:56, 61; 28:1; Mk. 15:40, 47; 16:1, 9; Lk. 24:10; 
Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James and Joses, and the mother of Zebedee's children.

2. She met Jesus when He was risen early the first day of the week.

Mk. 16:9
3. She was the first to whom Jesus appeared after His resurrection.

Mk. 16:9, 10


When Jesus was risen early the first day of the week, He appeared first to Mary Magdalene.


· The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early…

Jn. 20:1
· She had bought sweet spices, that they might come and Anoint him.

Mk. 16:1
· On this Lord’s Day (the 4th Anniversary of Rumination) at this Lord’s Table…

Let me like Mary, through the gloom, Come with a gift to Thee;
Show to me now the empty tomb, Lead me to Calvary.

May I be willing, Lord, to bear Daily my cross for Thee;
Even Thy cup of grief to share, Thou hast borne all for me.

Lest I forget Gethsemane, Lest I forget Thine agony;

Lest I forget Thy love for me, Lead me to Calvary.
Jen​nie E. Huss​ey
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R211

1. This is the 211th Rumination shared with you every Lord’s Day from 27th   February, 2005 focusing our thoughts on the life, death, burial and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ, doing this as He commanded us to in the remembrance of Him when we break the bread and drink of the cup until He should come again.

I Cor. 11:23-26

For I have received of the Lord that which also I delivered unto you, 
That the Lord Jesus the same night in which He was betrayed took bread:

And when He had given thanks, He brake it, and said, Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.

After the same manner also He took the cup, when He had supped, saying, 
This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, 
in remembrance of Me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, 
ye do show the Lord's death till He come.
Have these weekly Ruminations been helping to Prepare you for the Purpose of Remembering the Lord in this way and leading you to Revere Him for what He is and what He did for you?
What are its Shortcomings that you feel should be Remedied and what are its Strong Points that you feel you be Retained and further improved upon? Do you have Proposals to further enhance the Ruminations to Profit you in greater measure in the days to come?
REFLECT and send your suggestions in.

2. The Ruminations are given in outline form for the purpose that you may meditate on the thoughts suggested which will hopefully lead you to further ones as input by the Holy Spirit Himself when you reflect on the Bible references given. In this way, His thoughts will become your thoughts so that as led by the Spirit you can participate in the Remembrance of the Lord in a more meaningful way and ultimately even to lead the others in the assembly to a more meaningful worship of the Lord as the Spirit reveals God’s thoughts to you.
As an additional benefit, sections of the ruminations in outline form can further be used for further research to lead the keen and diligent Bible student to prepare a study or a message based on these thoughts in a related topic. 


Have the Ruminations been of help to you in this way?

REFLECT and let me know if I can be of further help.


I seize this opportunity to thank our Lord for the input of His thoughts, the revelation of the Lord, the guidance of the Spirit week after week, and the fellowship of all of you for your faithful support for this ministry all these four years. 

To God be the Glory!
