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The Theme: He Loved…He Gave
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The Text: 
God so loved…that He gave…
Jn. 3:16
The Thots: 

Intro.: Yesterday many countries in the world celebrated Valentine’s Day. Wikipedia gives its history:
Valentine's Day or Saint Valentine's Day is a holiday celebrated on February 14 by many people throughout the world…The holiday is named after two among the numerous Early Christian martyrs named Valentine. The day became associated with romantic love in the circle of Geoffrey Chaucer in the High Middle Ages, when the tradition of courtly love flourished. An alternative theory from Belarus states that the holiday originates from the story of Saint Valentine, who upon rejection by his mistress was so heartbroken that he took a knife to his chest and sent her his still-beating heart as a token of his undying love for her. Hence, heart-shaped cards are now sent as a tribute to his overwhelming passion and suffering. 

Valentine’s Day is associated with Love and Giving. The Greatest Acts of Love and Giving were manifested…
A. When God so loved the World, that He gave His only begotten Son.
Jn. 3:16
1. God Manifested this Love to the people of the World…
Rom. 5:5-8
[The love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us]
5:5
a. When they were yet without Strength and ungodly –  in due time Christ died
5:6
b. When they were yet Sinners, Christ died for them.

 5:8
c. When they were yet enemies they were reconciled to God by the death of his Son.
 5:10
2. God Made Christ a Sin Sacrifice to reconcile the World unto Himself.
II Cor. 5:19, 21
a. God made Him [Jesus] who had no sin to be sin [offering] for us.
5:21a, NIV
b. For God was in Christ, Reconciling the world unto Himself…
5:19

that we might be made the Righteousness of God in Him.
5:21b
B. When Christ loved the Church, and gave Himself for it.
Eph. 5:22-33
1. As Christ loves the Church, so must the husband love his wife. Note the Standards Set:

5:25, NIV
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her.


a. As Christ gave Himself for the Church.


5:25

b. So ought men to love their wives as their own bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself. 
5:28
c. Let every one of you in particular so love his wife even as himself.

5:33
2. In turn the wife should submit to the husband, as the Church to Christ. Note the Standards Set:


a. Wives, submit yourselves unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.

5:22
b. For the husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ is the head of the church.

5:23
c. As the church is subject unto Christ, so let the wives be to their own husbands in every thing.
5:24

Note: It is a Submission to the Headship of Christ and not to the Superiority of the Husband!

C. When Christ loved us, and gave Himself up for us.
Eph 5:2, NIV


Christ loved us and gave Himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God….
1. He was the Burnt Sacrifice submitting Wholly to God’s Will.

Lev. 1:9


In burnt offerings…Thou hast had no pleasure. Then said I, Lo, I come… to do Thy will, O God. Heb. 10:6, 7

2. He was the Meal offering doing the Will of Him that sent Him and finishing His Work. 
Lev. 2:1, 2 
Cf. My meat (meal) is to do the will of Him that sent Me, and to finish His work.
Jn. 4:34
3. He was the Peace Offering bringing down the Wall of enmity between Jew and Gentile. 
Lev. 3:3, 5
Cf. He is our peace…having abolished in His flesh the enmity…that He might reconcile both 
unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby. 
Eph. 2:14-16
D. When Christ loved Me, and gave Himself for me.
Gal. 2:20

1. That I might be crucified with Him – I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live.
Gal. 2:20

2. That I might die with Him – For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him.
II Tim. 2:11

3. That I might be buried and raised with Him to walk in newness of life.


Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up

 from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 
Rom. 6:4, 5

Thus, in our walk, let us continue to Remember His death, burial and resurrection in the emblems before us


and Revere Him Who He is to us now, the Risen Christ until He Returns to take us to be with Him.

To God be the glory, great things He has done; So loved He the world that He gave us His Son,
Who yielded His life an atonement for sin, And opened the life gate that all may go in.
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the earth hear His voice!
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the people rejoice!
O come to the Father, through Jesus the Son, And give Him the glory, great things He has done.  
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REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. It is stated that St. Valentine’s Day was so named because Saint Valentine, who upon rejection by his mistress was so heartbroken that he took a knife to his chest and sent her his still-beating heart as a token of his undying love for her. Hence, heart-shaped cards are now sent as a tribute to his overwhelming passion and suffering.
This should remind us of Abraham who was told to take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. (Gen. 22:2) and he obeyed.

God was testing his love and obedience to Him. In the end, he passed the test with flying colours so that he did not have to kill his son because a substitute (a ram caught in the thicket) died in his son’s place. Thus:

And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, Here am I. And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know that thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me. And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his son. (Gen. 22:11-13)

· To prove his love for his mistress, St. Valentine killed himself and sent her his still-beating heart.
· To prove his love for his God, Abraham was prepared to sacrifice his son, his only son, whom he loved as a burnt offering to God. Because he had proved his love and obedience to God, he was spared from killing his son.

· To prove that God loved the world…us…you and me…me, while we were still without Strength, Sinners and his Sworn enemies, God sent His Son to die for us.

God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us.
(Rom. 5:8, NRSV)
· God did not Spare His Son but gave Him up as a Burnt Sacrifice and a Sin Offering for us. 
He that spared not his own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, 
how shall He not with Him (His Son, Jesus) also freely give us all things? (Rom. 8:32) 
REFLECT.

2. For St. Valentine, his beating heart was the symbol of his love.
For God, the Cross is the symbol of God’s love.

· Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after Me, 

let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow Me.




Mt. 16:24; Mk. 8:34; Lk. 9:23, 14:27

· For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness; 

but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.
I Cor. 1:18

· But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.
Gal. 6:14

St. Valentine that day gave his mistress his heart. Did she accept it?

Jesus today gives you His cross. Will you accept it?
REFLECT
