R209.  Rumination for February 08, 2009

by K.C. Ung
The Theme: Christ the Bullock in the Peace Offering
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
He is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle 

wall of partition between us.
Eph. 2:14
The Thots: 

Intro. Tomorrow is the 15th day of Chinese New Year, commonly known as Chap Goh Meh, lit. the 15th night.

This day formally closes the Chinese New Year festival.

This week’s Rumination also concludes the series on Christ, the Bullock.
It is extracted from my study on the Chinese New Year of the Bullock. 

Visit http://www.berita-bethel-ung.com/messages/Year%20of%20the%20Bullock-Cow_2009.doc
A. Christ, the Bullock in the Burnt Offering: 

B. Christ, the Bullock in the Sin Offering.

C. Today’s Rumination is Christ, the Bullock in the Peace Offering. 
Lev. 3:1
The Peace Offering – if his oblation be a sacrifice of peace offering, if he offer it of the herd;


If someone's offering is a fellowship offering, and he offers…from the herd.  Lev. 3:1, NIV


The Peace Offering is the Fellowship Offering that brings about Peace between two parties. 
See #1b below.
1. The Bullock of the Sacrifice is the Means that makes the Fellowship possible,

Lev. 3:1

If his…sacrifice of peace offering…of the herd…he shall offer it without blemish before the LORD.



a. Cf. Christ, the Bullock (of the herd… without blemish) – the Sinless One worthy to be Sacrificed.


· Who did no sin (I Pet. 2:22); Who knew no sin (II Cor. 5:21); In Him is no sin  ( I Jn. 3:5)
b. Cf. Christ Broke down the middle wall of partition to Bring about Fellowship... 
Eph. 2:14-18
i. Between Jews (near) and Gentiles (afar off) when they took up His Yoke of Fellowship. Matt. 11:28-30


Now they are Yoke-fellows with Him and with one another.
Phil. 4:3


ii. Between them and God, reconciling them to God.

II Cor. 5:19
God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself
2. The Blood of the Sacrifice is the Maintenance of Fellowship. 
Lev. 3:2-7



The Bullock was Slain and Blood was Shed and Sprinkled to make atonement.
a. Cf. The Possible disruption of Fellowship because of sins of Commission and Omission.
· If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
I Jn. 1:8
b. Cf. The Provision for the restoration of Fellowship when we sin.


I Jn. 1:9; 2:1, 2
· If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins.
· If any man sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous:

And He is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.

3. The Best of the Sacrifice is the Marrow of Fellowship – the fat 
Lev. 3:3-5, 16  cf. 7:23-25

The Best (fat) of the Bullock is burnt on the altar.  It is the Lord’s portion. 

Lev. 3:5 cf. 3:16

Fat is translated “marrow and fatness” (Psa. 63:5); “best” (Num. 18:29, 30, 32); “finest” (Psa. 81:16; 147:14)
· Only our Best is acceptable to God in the Fellowship of Worship and Work – the fat of the bullock.
4. The “Burning” of the Sacrifices shows the Manner of the Fellowship – of sweet savour or otherwise.
a. Burnt, katar = smoke, i.e. turn into fragrance by fire (esp. an act of worship)

Lev. 1:9

Used only of the three sweet-savour offerings, viz. Burnt, Meal, Peace.

1:9; 2:2; 3:5 


It is the burning of sweet incense. It is an Offering of a Sweet Savour.  

3:5 cf. Eph. 5:2
· Christ…hath given Himself for us an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweetsmelling savour.
b. Burnt,  saraph = burn utterly, consume
(used of the Sin Offering burnt outside the camp)
4:12

· Jesus… suffered outside the city gate in order to sanctify the people by His own blood. 
Heb. 13:12
· Let us go forth therefore unto Him without the camp, bearing His reproach.

Heb. 13:13
5. The Breast, Shoulder and Fat of the Sacrifice are the Meal of the Fellowship.
Lev. 7:29-34


i. The Fat is removed from the Bullock and Burnt on the Altar for God.
7:31a cf. 33, 34; 3:16b

ii. The Breast is waved before the Lord and given to Aaron and his sons.
7:30, 31b

iii. The right Shoulder is heaved before the Lord and given to the priest. 
7:32

· Cf. The Lord’s Supper – God sharing Christ (the Peace Offering) with His people.   I Cor. 10:16, 17, NRSV

The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a sharing in the blood of Christ? 

The bread that we break, is it not a sharing in the body of Christ?


Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one bread.
See, the feast of love is spread, Drink the wine, and break the bread;

Sweet memorials, till the Lord Calls us round His heavenly board;



Some from earth, from glory some Severed only, “Till He come.”  E. H. Bick​er​steth, Jr.,
REFLECTIONS
R209
1. John, the Apostle, mentioned four types of fellowship in his first epistle, viz.

a. That ye also may have fellowship with us:

I Jn. 1:3a
i.e. the fellowship with the apostles as in the apostle’s doctrine –
reading, meditating and obeying God’s word day by day.
Cf. The early Church continued stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine 
and fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.
Acts 2:43
b. Truly our fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.
I Jn. 1:3b
i.e. the fellowship with the Father and Son in prayer, praise and worship 

walking in close communion with Him moment by moment ever conscious 

of His presence
c. Cf. If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, 

we lie, and do not the truth.
I Jn. 1:6


Such fellowship will result in a close walk with the Lord day by day,


it cannot be otherwise.
d. We have fellowship one with another.

I Jn. 1:7
We will be able not only to live with one another in peace in the body of Christ…
And be at peace among yourselves.
I Thes. 5:13

…But also with other men outside the body of Christ:
If it be possible, as much as lieth in you, live peaceably with all men.
Rom. 12:18

The above fellowships are difficult to maintain, but Paul gives us the secret:

That I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship 

of His sufferings, being made conformable unto His death.
Phil. 3:10

The secret in experiencing this fellowship is to know Him 
and to be made conformable unto His death. 

To die with Him, as Paul did in His life’s ambition. He said: I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh 
I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me.
Gal. 2:20

The Lord is our Peace making it possible for us to enjoy such fellowship. 

Are you enjoying such fellowship – with the Word, with the Father and Son,

With one another and with all men? All these are possible if we have fellowship with the Holy Spirit.
REFLECT
If there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any 
fellowship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, Fulfil ye my joy, that ye 
be likeminded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.
Phil. 2:1, 2
2. When the Lord was to be born into this world, the angelic announcement was:
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.
Lk. 2:14

Yet, today the earth is very far from peace. Why? 
REFLECT
