R206.  Rumination for January 18, 2009

by K.C. Ung
The Theme: The Day of My Burial
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial.
Jn. 12:7, NRSV
The Thots: 

A. The Act of Anointing


Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus.
Jn. 12:3
Anointing with perfumed oil was common among the Hebrews. 

1. It was an act of Consecration for the appointment of…
a. A King: there they anointed David king over the house of Judah.

II Sam. 2:4
b. A Prophet: Elisha…shalt thou anoint to be prophet in thy room.

I Kgs. 19:16
c. A Priest: If the priest that is anointed

Lev. 4:3
2. It was the Custom of hospitality: wash His feet…anointed them with the ointment.

Lk 7:38, 46
The Host washing the feet of a visitor was an act of Hospitality.

Cf. Jn. 13:5

3. Corpses were sometimes anointed: she has anointed my body…for its burial.

Mk 14:8, NRSV
Cf. Joseph and Nicodemus embalming the body of Jesus with spices.

Jn. 19:38-40

B. The Assertions that the act was a waste! 
(Cf. an almost similar incident in Mt. 26:8-13; Mk. 14:3-9)
1. Some Disciples asked why waste the Product: Why was this waste of the ointment made?
 Mk. 14:4

2. Other Disciples questioned the Purpose of the waste: To what purpose is this waste?
Mt. 26:8

3. Judas in Pretence enquired: Why was not this ointment sold…and given to the poor?
Jn. 12:5 cf. v. 6

C. The Admonishment
Jn. 12:7. NRSV
1. The Rebuke: Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of My burial.
2. The Reasons: 

a. Judas was a Thief; he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.
Jn. 12:6, NRSV

b. Mary had been Taught by Jesus: She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of My burial.    12:7
Note: The three occasions Mary was named in Scripture she was at the Feet of Jesus.

i. Mary…sat at Jesus' feet, and heard His Word.

Lk. 10:39 

Jesus then would probably have told her what He told His disciples earlier:

Mt. 16:21

From that time forth began Jesus to show unto his disciples, how that He must go unto 
Jerusalem, and suffer many things… and be killed, and be raised again the third day.
ii. When Mary…saw Him, she fell down at His feet, saying unto Him, Lord, 

if Thou hadst been here, my brother had not died. She was Weeping.

Jn. 11:32, 33
iii. Now she was at the Feet of Jesus anointing them and Wiping them with her hair.
Jn. 12:3

Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet 

of Jesus, and wiped His feet with her hair: and the house was filled with the odour of the ointment.

c. The Time had come for Jesus to leave them.


Jn. 12:8


For the poor always ye have with you; but Me ye have not always.

3. The Result of Mary’s act: the house was filled with the odour of the ointment.


Jn. 12:3

The worship of sweet Fragrance ascended and Filled the house.


D. The Anticipation and the Remembrance.

1. Let us Anoint Him as the unique Prophet, Priest and King.

See Reflection 1

Then took Mary a pound of ointment of spikenard…, and anointed the feet of Jesus.
 Jn. 12:3

2. Let us Adore Him at His feet this day with the Sweet Savour of Spiritual Sacrifices in Worship.



a. Mary wiped Jesus’ feet with ointment and anointed them with her hair in worship.
Jn. 12:3

b. Ye also… offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ.

I Pet. 2:5
3. Let us Acclaim Him in the Remembrance of His death, burial and resurrection.

Jn. 12:7


She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial.
As often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come. 
I Cor. 11:26
4. Let us Anticipate and wait for His soon coming.
I Cor. 11:26


For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till he come.
Now, too, like Mary, when she shed The precious spikenard on his head,

Sweet fall our tears from grateful eyes, While prayers like incense rise.



James Montgomery
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R206
1. 
Mary anointing the feet of the Lord was an act Worship.
a. Anointing was a sacred act of consecration reserved for the Prophet, Priest and King.

Was Mary Adoring the Lord’s Attributes (perhaps having learned them from the Lord Himself when she was sitting at His feet) that while no priest could be king, nor king a priest, yet her unique Lord was Prophet, Priest and King all at one time.

The Lord is Prophet -
Deut. 18:18, 19 cf. Jn. 4:19, 44

The Lord is High Priest -
Heb. 4:14, 15; 5:6, 9, 10; 6:20; etc.
The Lord is King of kings, and Lord of lords.
Rev. 19:16

b. Mary wiping the feet of the Lord with her hair – being at the feet was a posture of worship.

Worship is shachah in Hebrew which means to “depress, i.e. prostrate 
(espec. reflex. in homage to royalty or God):--bow (self) down, crouch, 
fall down (flat), humbly beseech, do (make) obeisance, do reverence, 
make to stoop, worship.”

[Strong]

Worship is proskuneo in Greek which means to “prostrate oneself in homage 
(do reverence to, adore):--worship.”

[Strong]

Thus, Mary at the feet of the Lord, anointing and wiping His feet with her hair 

was “prostrating” herself in an act of worship.
Also she was probably laying her own “glory” (if a woman have long hair, it is a glory to her, 
I Cor. 11:15) at the feet of the Lord and paying Him homage just as the four and twenty elders fall down before Him that sat on the throne, and worship Him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne.
As you Worship the Lord this week what is the focus of your Adoration and what is your Attitude and posture towards Him? REFLECT.

2.
Worship has always been connected with Sacrifice, Giving and Obedience.


But these days Worship is mostly associated with 

(Psa 32:11)  
Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice, ye righteous: 


and shout for joy, all ye that are upright in heart.

(Psa 47:1) 
O clap your hands, all ye people; shout unto God with the voice of triumph.
(Psa 66:1, 2)  
Make a joyful noise unto God, all ye lands: 


Sing forth the honour of his name: make his praise glorious.

Can you still Worship as …

a. Abraham did when he was told to Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and…offer him there for a burnt offering…And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here… and I and the lad will go yonder and worship, and come again to you? 
Gen. 22:2, 5

b. Job did when he was told by his servants that his sons and daughters and all his possessed animals and property had been destroyed (Job 1:13-18), Job arose, and rent his mantle, and shaved his head, and fell down upon the ground, and worshipped?

Job 1:20

c. David did when he lost his child as punishment for his sin with Bathsheba? 

When…David perceived that the child was dead: …Then David arose…and washed, and anointed himself, and changed his apparel, and came into the house of the LORD, and worshipped.



II Sam. 12:19, 20


At such times like these and in such circumstances, can you still worship God? 
REFLECT.
