R205.  Rumination for January 11, 2009

by K.C. Ung
The Theme: Looking Unto Jesus
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: Looking unto Jesus…Who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross.
Heb. 12:2
The Thots: 


A. What Could have Jesus Endured on the Cross?
1. The Shameful Sight of Him on the Cross – He endured the cross, despising the shame.
Heb. 12:2

Those who passed by hurled insults at Him, shaking their heads
Mt. 27:39, NIV

2. The Physical Pain of Crucifixion.

a. His Head was crowned with thorns.

Mt. 27:29


When they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon his head.

b. His Hands and feet were nailed, and His side pierced.

Jn. 20:25, 27
Thomas said…Except I shall see in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger 
into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe.

 Then saith [Jesus] to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, and behold My hands; 
and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side: and be not faithless, but believing.
c. His back was Highly scourged and furrowed… his visage was so marred…

Isa. 52:14


The plowers plowed upon my back: they made long their furrows.

Psa. 129:3

I gave my back to the smiters, and my cheeks to them that plucked off the hair:

I hid not my face from shame and spitting.

Isa. 50:6


Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged Him.

Jn. 19:1


They spit in His face, and buffeted Him…others smote Him with the palms of their hands.
Mt. 26:67

3. The Traumatic Torment that went through His Cerebrum.

a. His Mental Agony in the Garden of Gethsemane.

Lk. 22:44

Being in an agony He prayed more earnestly: and His sweat was as it were great drops
 of blood falling down to the ground.
b. His Physical Agony when Crucified.


Jn. 19:34


One of the soldiers with a spear pierced His side, and forthwith came there out blood and water.

The Rupture of the heart due to his intense agonies?
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c. His Spiritual Agony on the Cross.


Mt. 27:46
Jesus cried with a loud voice…My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?
What could the Lord have endured on the cross? Consider… 

Lam. 1:11b, 12

See, O LORD, and consider; for I am become vile. Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? 
Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done unto me, 
wherewith the LORD hath afflicted me in the day of his fierce anger.



B. What could Have been the Joy set before Jesus?

1. The Joy of Completing His Mission.
Jn. 19:30

Jesus…said, It is finished: and He bowed His head, and gave up the ghost.
2. The Joy of Conquering Death and the Grave.
I Cor. 15:55-57
O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? … thanks be to God, 
which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
3. The Joy over the Conversion of precious souls when they believe in Him later.
Lk. 15:7
I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over one sinner that repenteth.

4. The Joy of Coming glory.
I Pet. 4:13

Rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when His glory 

shall be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy.

Thus, His Joy in enduring the Cross for us!
In the meanwhile let us with Joy…
See Jesus… made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honour. Heb. 2:9
Be looking unto Jesus…Who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.
Heb. 12:2

…this do in remembrance of [Jesus] and …show the Lord's death till He come.
I Cor. 11:24b, 26b

JESUS, our Lord, with what joy we adore Thee; Chanting our praise to Thyself on the throne,
Blest in Thy presence we worship before Thee, Own Thou art worthy, and worthy alone.
How hast Thou triumphed, and triumphed with glory, Battled death's forces, rolled back every wave!
Can we refrain then from telling the story, How Thou art victor o'er death and the grave?
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Reflections for the week
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1. Our Lord Jesus endured the cross and despised the shame associated with it 

because of the joy that was ever set before Him as He fulfilled His mission 

on the cross. As His disciples, we are told to bear the cross of Christ. 


The Challenge of the Cross has ever been:

· One thing thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, 

and give to the poor, and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: 

and come, take up the cross, and follow Me.
Mk. 10:21
· If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself, 

and take up his cross daily, and follow Me.
Lk. 9:23
· God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 


by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.
Gal. 6:14

Cp. 
I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I,

 but Christ liveth in me: and the life which I now live in the flesh 

I live by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave Himself for me.
Reflect on the Challenge of the Cross above and how each challenge Relates to you. 
How would you meet the challenge this week?
2. The Preaching of the Cross is not a popular topic on the pulpit these days.

Yet it was Paul who said: 


For the preaching of the cross is to them that perish foolishness;
 but unto us which are saved it is the power of God.
I Cor. 1:18

In what ways is the Preaching of the cross regarded as foolishness these days?  Why?

Yet to those who believe, it is the Power of God.

Reflect on how the Cross of Christ can be the Power in your life this week.

