R204.  Rumination for January 04, 2009
[New Year Rumination] 
by K.C. Ung
The Theme: God’s Goodness in Tough Times
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: My grace is sufficient for thee: for My strength is made perfect in weakness.
II Cor. 12:9
The Thots: 


Intro.: Consider God’s Goodness in dealing with His people in Tough Times in the past:
A. Joseph
1. His Tough Times:

a. His brethren Sold him as a Slave for twenty pieces of silver… into Egypt.
Gen. 
37:28
b. Later he was imprisoned because of the Wiles of a Woman.


39:19, 20
c. He Remained in prison longer still as yet did not the chief butler Remember Joseph, but forgat him. 40:23
2. God’s Goodness:

a. All the time God was Preparing Joseph to save Egypt and Israel.

Gen. 45:8
Now it was not you that sent me hither, but God: and He hath made me a father to Pharaoh, 
and lord of all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of Egypt.

b. And God was always Present with him in those tough times:

Gen. 
i. As Slave in Potiphar’s household: The LORD was with Joseph, and he was a prosperous man.
39:2, 3
ii. As Supervisor in Prison: The LORD was with Joseph…in the sight of the keeper of the prison. 
39:21, 23
B. David

1. His Tough Times:  When he fled from Saul and later from his Son, Absalom.
I Sam. 21-26; II Sam. 15-18
a. David arose, and fled that day for fear of Saul.
I Sam. 21:10
b. David said unto all his servants… Arise, and let us flee…from Absalom:
II Sam. 15:14
2. God’s Goodness:  At such times, he found God in Complete Control and he could still rest his Case with Him.
a. When he had the Chance to kill Saul, 

I Sam. 24:6, 10; 26:9, 11
He said unto his men, The LORD forbid that I should do this thing unto my master, the LORD'S anointed, to stretch forth mine hand against him, seeing he is the anointed of the LORD.
b. When Absalom was fleeing, David had Confidence that God would deal with him Himself and God did.


Absalom rode upon a mule…under the thick boughs of a great oak, and his head caught hold of the oak, and he was taken up between the heaven and the earth; and the mule that was under him went away.  
And a certain man…told Joab, and said, Behold, I saw Absalom hanged in an oak. 
II Sam. 18: 5, 9, 10
C. Job

1. His Tough Times:

a. All his Substance, his Sons and daughters, his Servants were all lost to Job in one day.
Job 1:12-19

b. His physical Self was inflicted with Sores for reasons he himself knew not why.

Job 2:7 cf. 7:5

Satan…smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown.
My flesh is clothed with worms and clods of dust; my skin is broken, and become loathsome.
2. God’s Goodness. However, Job was Sure of his God’s Goodness:
a. When Told of the Tragic news of his Total loss, Job…fell down…and worshipped…
Job 1:20, 21
b. When his physical Self Suffered and he was Sore-oppressed, he said, 

Job 41:7

And though after my skin worms destroy this body, yet in my flesh shall I see God:


c. In the end, his Conclusion was better than his Commencement:


Job 42:10, 12

The LORD gave Job twice as much as he had before…

So the LORD blessed the latter end of Job more than his beginning:


D. Jesus

1. His Tough Times:

a. It was tough for Him to let His Winsome friend Lazarus, die. He Wept.

Jn. 11:3, 6, 35
b. It was tough for Him to Struggle with His Father in Gethsemane.  He Sweated drops of blood. Lk. 22:44
c. It was tough for Him to know His God forsook Him on the Cross. He Cried.

Mk. 15:34
2. God’s Goodness

a. God was Manifesting His love for sinners through the death of Christ.

Rom. 5:8; Jn. 3:16
b. God then Magnified His Name and raised Him from the dead and exalted Him.
       Acts 13:30; Phil. 2:9-11
Today as we remember the Triumphant Christ Who went through Tough Times to declare the Goodness of God,

Let us Bow down, Bless the Lord and worship Him this last Lord’s Day of the year and


Commit ourselves to the Continuance of such Celebration and Commemoration in the year and years to Come.

Bless the LORD, O my soul: and all that is within me, bless His holy name.

Psa. 103:1
Bless the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits… Bless the LORD, O my soul.

        103:2, 22
Bless the LORD, O my soul. O LORD my God, Thou art very great; Thou art clothed with honour and majesty.    104:1
REFLECTIONS FOR THE NEW YEAR
R.204
1. The Theme for this first Lord’s Day Rumination for the year is borrowed from a message 
of a visiting missionary who spoke on God’s Goodness in Tough Times in the Context of 
the Christmas message in my home assembly.

Its appropriateness as the first Rumination for the year after the consideration of God’s Preparation of His People in the Past is now applied to the dawn of another year in preparing us to look out for God’s Goodness to us in Tough Times in the year ahead. 

It is forecast that 2009 will be a tough year for the world’s economy in the light of the prevailing trends of global recession. This will also affect many Christians all over the world. Some will take home a smaller wage packet; others may even be retrenched; and still others with their own business may find themselves bankrupt. 

2009 is indeed not only tough, it may also be bleak and gloomy for some.

Are you prepared for this?
Remember when the going got/gets tough …

· the people that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits.
Dan. 11:32

· The LORD was with Joseph.
Gen. 39:2, 3, 21, 23
· David…perceiving that the child was dead... worshipped.
II Sam. 12:19, 20
· Job having lost all…fell down upon the ground, and worshipped.
Job 1:20

· Jesus…for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross.
Heb. 12:2

Whatever 2009 may bring and the Times ahead may be Tough, remember to detect and discover God’s Goodness shining through the dark and stormy clouds of life and of Living.

He will always be there for you.

REFLECT on what the Lord said to Paul when he complained about his thorn in the flesh: 

My grace is sufficient for thee: for My strength is made perfect in weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.



II Cor. 12:7-9
2. “When the Going Gets Tough, the Tough Get Going!”
The above quote was originally made by Joseph P. Kennedy (1888-1969), the father of (U.S.) President John F. Kennedy, and popularized by Billy Ocean’s song ‘When the Going Gets Tough, the Tough Get Going’ (1986).

When the going gets tough, does triumph and victory depend on the toughness of the person?

REFLECT on this for the week. How “tough” are you to face the Tough Times?
