R203.  Rumination for December 28, 2008
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The Theme: Jesus Only
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: When they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, save Jesus only.
Mt. 17:8
The Thots: 

Intro.: 
With Christmas just passed and with its many icons having filled our minds, 


let us empty them all out of our thoughts this day and think Only Jesus and Him Only.
A. Only Jesus Worshipped.
(Mat 2:11 KJV)  And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child with Mary 
His mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him: and when they had opened their treasures, 
they presented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.
It was the first Christmas, and it was only the Baby Jesus Who received the Full Focus of attention.
1. The Angels’ Announcement of Messiah’s Day.

a. The new born baby would be the promised Messiah.

Lk. 2:11, NRSV
To you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is the Messiah, the Lord.
b. He, and He Only, could be the Messiah, Saviour and Lord.

Acts 10:36
The word which God sent unto…Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ: (He is Lord of all) 
i. As Jesus, He is Saviour for JESUS means He shall save his people from their sins.  Mt. 1:21
ii. As Christ, He is the Anointed One, the Messiah.
Lk. 2:11 NRSV
Only the King, the Priest and the Prophet were anointed in the O.T.

No Priest could be King at the same time, as a Priest must be from Levi and a King from Judah.

But only Jesus, from the order of Melchisedec, could be Priest, Prophet and King at the same time.
iii. As Jesus Christ, He is Lord of all – Jesus Christ: (He is Lord of all)
Acts 10:36
2. The Magi’s Acknowledgement as the promised Messiah’s Day.
Mt. 2:2

Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen His star in the east, and are come to worship Him.
a. They saw the Star from the east – We have seen His star in the east
Mt. 2:2

b. They would have known it from the Scriptures:

i. Balaam Predicted that this Royal Person, a Star, would come out of Jacob.
Num. 24:17
I shall see him, but not now: I shall behold him, but not nigh: there shall come 
a Star out of Jacob, and a Sceptre shall rise out of Israel,
ii. Micah Prophesied the Place where this Ruler would come out from.
Mic. 5:2 cf. Mt. 2:5, 6
But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah…out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is 
to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.

c. They Sought Him to Worship Him – We have….come to worship Him.
Mt. 2:2
i. When they found the Child Jesus, they Worshipped only Him.
Mt. 2:11a
They saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped Him:
ii. They regarded Him as the Only One Worthy to receive gifts:
Mt. 2:11b

They presented unto Him gifts; gold, and frankincense, and myrrh.
B. Only God is to be Worshipped.

1. Only God is to be Worshipped.
Then saith Jesus…Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and Him only shalt thou serve.
Mt. 4:10; Lk. 4:8
2. And only Jesus is Worthy of Worship because He is God.
a. Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for Thou hast created all things. Rev. 4:11
b. He is the Only One Worthy to open the book:
Rev. 5:2
, 4, 9

A strong angel proclaiming with a loud voice, Who is worthy to open the book, and to loose the seals thereof?

I wept much, because no man was found worthy to open and to read the book, neither to look thereon.
They sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the book, and to open the seals thereof: for Thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation. 
C. Only Jesus Remained to be seen.
Mt. 17:1-8
1. On the Mount, the disciple saw Jesus, Moses and Elijah and wanted to build Memorials for them. 
Mt. 17:4


A Cloud Covered the others up leaving only Jesus. Only He was to be seen and heard.
Mt. 17:5, 8


And when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, save Jesus only
2. The Magi saw Jesus with Mary, His Mother, but Only Jesus was to be worshipped.
Mt. 2:11

This Lord’s Day, as we partake of the Memorials of bread and wine, let us…
a. See only Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death,



 crowned with glory and honour.
Heb. 2:9

b. Look only to Jesus, the Author and Finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set 
Heb. 12:2

before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God.
c. Remember only Jesus and proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
I Cor. 11:24-26


Jesus only, let me see, Jesus only, none save He,

 Then my song shall ever be—Jesus! Jesus only!
Os​wald J. Smith
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R203
1. REFLECT on how you celebrated Christmas last week. 
Was it an occasion to reach out to your family members and friends clarifying to them the true meaning and message of Christmas in the angelic announcement of 

Unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour,
which is Christ the Lord. (Lk. 2:11)?
As Oswald J. Smite wrote in his beautiful hymn:

For salvation full and free,
Purchased once on Calvary,
Christ alone shall be my plea—
Jesus! Jesus only.

Refrain

Jesus only, let me see,
Jesus only, none save He,
Then my song shall ever be—
Jesus! Jesus only!

2. What does Jesus, and Jesus Only mean to you – not only in your Salvation, but also in your Christian Walk and Relationship with the Lord?
Again, a Reflection on what Oswald J. Smite wrote will be a good Reminder in preparing you for the coming New Year, if at all, you have any Resolution to make. 

Do let it be Jesus, and Jesus Only.

He my Guide from day to day,
As I journey on life’s way;
Close beside Him let me stay—
Jesus! Jesus only.
May my model ever be
Christ the Lord, and none save He,
That the world may see in me
Jesus! Jesus only.
He shall reign from shore to shore,
His the glory evermore—
Heav’n and earth shall bow before
Jesus! Jesus only.

Paul wrote in Phil. 1:20, 21: 

According to my earnest expectation and my hope, that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but that with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ shall be magnified in my body, whether it be by life, or by death. For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.

Have a Blessed and Bountiful New Year
In the Lord
