R202.  Rumination for December 21, 2008 [A Christmas Rumination] 
by K.C. Ung
The Theme: Unto us…unto you
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: For unto us a child is born… For unto you is born this day
Isa. 9:6; Lk. 2:11
The Thots: 


Intro.:  


I. Unto Us – For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given:
Isa. 9:6, 7
A. The Addressed – Unto us
Isa. 9:6
1. The People of the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali as representing Northern Israel.
2. This Portion of the land came under Syrian rule in 732B.C. when the Promise of the Light was given.

The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land 
of the shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined.
Isa. 9:2
3. Note: This Part of the country (around Sea of Galilee) was where Jesus [the Light] grew up and ministered!
B. The Announcement.

1. Unto us a Child is born  
a. He would be the Child to be born of Mary – a virgin shall be with child.

Mt. 1:23

b. He would be the Child of the Holy Ghost – she was found with child of the Holy Ghost.
Mt. 1:18
c. The Magi…saw the young Child with Mary… and fell down, and worshipped Him.
Mt. 2:11

2. Unto us a Son is given.

a. Cf. Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call His name Immanuel.
Isa. 7:14

b. Cf. Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call 

His name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.
Mt. 1:23
C. The Anticipation of the Messiah.

1. He will be a Ruler – the government shall be upon His shoulder
a. He will not only be Ruler in Israel.
Mic. 5:2 

b. But also the LORD shall be king over all the earth.
Zech. 14:9
2. He will be Revealed as:
a. Wonderful – lit. a Miracle and a Marvel [certainly realised in His birth, life and death!]  

Cf. Mt. 8:27; 9:8, 33; 21:20; 22:22; 27:14; 
b. Counsellor – He will Counsel and He will Command with Authority.
Cf. Lk. 4:36
c. Mighty God – So He is. He is God Almighty and He Governs.
Psa. 45:6; Rev. 1:8

Thy throne, O God, is for ever and ever: the sceptre of thy kingdom is a right sceptre.


d. The Everlasting Father – i.e. His Relationship to Time, not to the Trinity as He is the eternal God.
e. The Prince of Peace – He will sit on the throne of David and reign in peace forever.
Isa. 9:7a
Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever.

3. The Lord will Realise (accomplish) this – The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.
Isa. 9:7b
a. Even though Israel Rejected the Messiah when He came.
Mt. 16:21
b. The Lord thus had to defer the Messiah’s Rule.

c. But the Zeal of the Lord will still perform it, and He will Reign when He sets up His Kingdom on earth.
II. Unto You – For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.  Lk. 2:10, 11
A. The Addressed – unto you is born this day
1. The Shepherds – shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.
Lk. 2:8
2. The Jews – He was to be born their King. Where is He that is born King of the Jews? 
Mt. 2:2a

Later they Rejected Him – We have no king but Caesar.

Jn. 19:15
3. The Gentiles – He would be their King too. For we [the Magi] have…come to worship Him.
Mt. 2:2b

Later they too Rejected Him – 

When they had platted a crown of thorns, they put it upon His head, and a reed in His right hand: 

and they bowed the knee before Him, and mocked Him, saying, Hail, King of the Jews!
Mt. 27:29
4. All of us living now – As many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons


of God, even to them that believe on his name:

Jn. 1:12
B. The Announcement – 
Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.


For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.

1. This day – when a Child was born, and a Son given.

Isa. 9:6
2. This day – when Scripture was fulfilled. Cf. This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.
Lk. 4:21

3. This day – when Salvation was offered – Cf. This day is salvation come to this house.
Lk. 19:9
4. This Lord’s Day – 
We look back to the day when our Saviour was born, died and rose again



And we look forward to the day when He will come again to be King.

For unto us a Child is born, To us a Son is giv’n; The government shall rest on Him, Th’ anointed One from Heav’n.
His name is Wonderful Counselor, The Mighty God is He, The Everlasting Father, The humble Prince of Peace


Su​san H. Pe​ter​son
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R. 202
1. This week as the world celebrates Christmas with its true message and meaning lost in their merriment, let us not forget that our Lord was rejected and crucified by them on the cross. Today they still need the message of Christmas and Christians are responsible to pass this message on. How are you celebrating Christmas this week? 


REFLECT on the words of this hymn:
Our Lord is now rejected, And by the world disowned,
By the many still neglected, And by the few enthroned,
But soon He’ll come in glory, The hour is drawing nigh,
For the crowning day is coming by and by. 

Oh, the crowning day is coming, Is coming by and by,
When our Lord shall come “in power,” And “glory” from on high.
Oh, the glorious sight will gladden, Each waiting, watchful eye,
In the crowning day that’s coming by and by. 

The heav’ns shall glow with splendor, But brighter far than they
The saints shall shine in glory, As Christ shall them array,
The beauty of the Savior, Shall dazzle ev’ry eye,
For the crowning day is coming by and by. 
Our pain shall then be over, We’ll sit and sigh no more,
Behind us all of sorrow, And naught but joy before,
A joy in our Redeemer, As we to Him are nigh,
For the crowning day that’s coming by and by.

Let all that look for, hasten The coming joyful day,
By earnest consecration, To walk the narrow way,
By gath’ring in the lost ones, For whom our Lord did die,
For the crowning day that’s coming by and by.

Dan​i​el W. Whit​tle
2. The world celebrates Christmas today by replacing…
· Christ with Santa Claus, 

· the tree on which Christ hung to bear our burden of sin with the Christmas tree 


full of goodies hanging on the tree, 
· the message of “Unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord” with their message of merriment without Christ: “Ho! Ho! Ho! Merry X-mas”

Will you be into such a Celebration of Christmas too where Christ is “axed” out for a Merry Xmas greeting to each other? 

REFLECT on how you would put Christ back into Christmas during this Christmas season.
Wishing all of you:

A Meaningful Christ-Centred Christmas

