R201.  Rumination for December 14, 2008
 
by K.C. Ung
The Theme: There is no beauty
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: When we shall see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him.
Isa. 53:2b

The Thots: 


Intro.:  
The Teaching of the Tabernacle is a Type of Jesus Christ.
Exo. 25:8


Let them make Me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among them.


Cf.  The Word was made flesh, and dwelt (lit. tabernacled) among us.
Jn. 1:14


The Tabernacle and its Furniture Foreshadow the Lord and His Person, as Follows:

A. The Contents of the Tabernacle.
Num. 4:5-15
	No.
	Furniture item
	Num.
	Foreshadows Christ
	Ref.

	1. 
	The Ark and Mercy Seat
	4:5
	Christ, our Propitiation (lit. Mercy Seat)
	Rom. 3:25

	2. 
	The Table of Shewbread
	4:7
	Christ, the Bread of life.
	Jn. 6:35

	3. 
	The Lampstand
	4:9
	Christ, the Light of the world.
	Jn. 8:12

	4. 
	The Golden Altar
	4:11
	Christ, our Intercessor.
	Heb. 7:25

	5. 
	The Brazen Altar
	4:13
	Christ, our Altar.
	Heb. 13:10


B. The Common Covering for all furniture items:
1. The Covering of badgers’ skins (hides of sea cows, NIV) on the above when transported from place to place.
The Ark (4:6), The Table (4:8), The Lampstand (4:10); The Golden Altar (4:11), The Brazen Altar (4:14).
2. The Colour of the badgers’ skins on the above (except the Ark, see #3) was of an unattractive colour 

thus pointing to the unattractiveness of the Lord when perceived by the outside world 

– When we shall see Him, there is no beauty that we should desire Him.

Isa. 53:2b
3. But a Cloth wholly of blue (solid blue, NIV) was spread over it [the Ark].
Num. 4:6
The Ark was the only item where the badgers’ skins were not exposed, but covered by the solid blue cloth.
C. the Choice of Colours and their significance:
	Colour
	Reference
	Portraying…
	Ref

	Blue
	Colour of the heavens
	The Heavenly and Divine Character of Christ – the second man is the Lord from heaven.
	I Cor. 15:47

	Scarlet
	Colour of Blood
	The Propitiatory Death of Christ on the Cross – Whom God hath set forth to be a propitiation through faith in His blood
	Rom. 3:25

	Purple
	Colour of Royalty
	The Kingship of Christ mocked at – They Clothed Him with purple, and platted a crown of thorns, and put it about his head, And began to salute him, Hail, King of the Jews!
	Mk. 15:17,  18


D. Consider the Special Specifications…
Covering the tabernacle furniture was the unattractive badgers’ skins – “There is no beauty in Him.”
But note these Special Specifications to reveal the Beauty of the foreshadowed Character of Christ.
1. The Ark of Testimony must have a Covering of Solid Blue which was exposed for all to see. Num. 4:5, 6

[All other items used only a cloth of blue to wrap the utensils.
Num. 4:7, 9, 11, 12]
This signifies the pure Heavenly Glory of the Lord that could not be hidden from Man’s sight 

– The heavens declare His righteousness, and all the people see His glory.
Psa. 97:6
2. On the Table of Shewbread…

Num. 4:7, 8, NIV
· The bread that is continually there is to remain on it.
4:7, NIV
· On the Table was spread a cloth of blue, 
4:7
· While over its utensils and the bread was spread…a cloth of scarlet.

4:8
a. The continual bread: the Presence of Christ Who said, I am the bread of life.
Jn. 6:35
b. The blue Pictures the heavenly divine character of Christ

– For the bread of God is He which cometh down from heaven…
Jn. 6:33
c. The scarlet Points to the Propitiatory sacrifice of Christ on the Cross.


– For the bread of God is He from heaven which…giveth life unto the world
Jn. 6:33
3. On the Brazen Altar was spread a purple cloth thereon.

Num. 4:13 

Thus, the King of the Jews was mocked on His way to the cross
– They clothed him with purple…And began to salute Him, Hail, King of the Jews!
Mk. 15:17, 18

As we see this Hidden Beauty of the Lord in these Special Specifications concerning the Tabernacle and its Furniture, may we Remember that the Lord is indeed Beautiful as we take of the Bread and the Cup.
You are beautiful beyond description Too marvellous for words
Too wonderful for comprehension Like nothing ever seen or heard
Who can grasp Your infinite wisdom Who can fathom the depth of Your love
You are beautiful beyond description Majesty, enthroned above
And I stand, I stand in awe of You, And I stand, I stand in awe of You

Holy God to whom all praise is due, I stand in awe of You.
Supertones
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R201
1. Do you think the Teaching on the Tabernacle is still relevant today and holds many precious lessons for the Christian in his walk with the Lord? 

Without a good grasp of the Tabernacle Teaching it is difficult to understand the book of Hebrews. Do you agree? For instance: 

Heb. 9:6-10 

– Now when these things were thus ordained, the priests went always into the first tabernacle, accomplishing the service of God. But into the second went the high priest alone once every year, not without blood, which he offered for himself, and for the errors of the people: The Holy Ghost this signifying, that the way into the holiest of all was not yet made manifest, while as the first tabernacle was yet standing: Which was a figure for the time then present, in which were offered both gifts and sacrifices, that could not make him that did the service perfect, as pertaining to the conscience;  Which stood only in meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal ordinances, imposed on them until the time of reformation.

Heb. 10:19, 20 

– Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus, By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us, through the veil, that is to say, His flesh;

REFLECT on the above. 

When was the last time you read the Tabernacle account and when was the last occasion you heard any teaching or preaching drawn from the Tabernacle?

Why not Refresh your memory of the Tabernacle by reading Exo. Chaps. 25-40 this week?

2. Do you think a good understanding of the Tabernacle Teaching and the ceremonies associated with it will strengthen your Faith and your Hope in the future?

Consider the following passages of the roles of the Tabernacle and the Feast of Tabernacles in the future and REFLECT on your understanding of their full import:-

Zech. 14:16-19 

– And it shall come to pass, that every one that is left of all the nations which came against Jerusalem shall even go up from year to year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the feast of tabernacles. And it shall be, that whoso will not come up of all the families of the earth unto Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, even upon them shall be no rain. And if the family of Egypt go not up, and come not, that have no rain; there shall be the plague, wherewith the LORD will smite the heathen that come not up to keep the feast of tabernacles. This shall be the punishment of Egypt, and the punishment of all nations that come not up to keep the feast of tabernacles. 
Rev. 21:3-5 

– And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God Himself shall be with them, and be their God. And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away. And He that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new. And He said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful.

