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by K.C. Ung
The Theme: a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
He is despised and rejected of men; a Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief:
Isa. 53:3
The Thots: 

I. A Man of Sorrows…
A. He was Made Man to Be our Substitute in Death.
1. Jesus…was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering of death… 

that He by the grace of God should taste death for every man.
Heb. 2:9a
2. [Jesus] was made in the likeness of men…
Phil. 2:7

that He might become obedient unto death, even the death of the cross.
Phil. 2:8b

a. It was God’s Will to send His Son to be our Saviour.
i. Then said I, Lo, I come…to do thy will, O God.
Heb. 10:7
ii. He…kneeled down, and prayed, Saying, Father, if Thou be willing, remove

 this cup from Me: nevertheless not My will, but Thine, be done.
Lk. 22:41, 42
b. It was God’s Way to Show us His Substantive Love.
i. For God so loved the world, that He gave his only begotten Son.
Jn. 3:16

ii. God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. Rom. 5:8
B. He was Man of Sorrows to Bear our Sorrows.
1. He bore the Sorrows of the Penalty of our fore-Parents’ Sin.

a. Eve’s Sorrows:

Gen. 3:16


Unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception;

 in sorrow thou shalt bring forth children.

b. Adam’s Sorrows:

Gen. 3:17
Unto Adam He said…cursed is the ground…in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life.
2. He was the Predicted Man of Sorrows for us:

a. Surely he hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows:

Isa. 53:4
b. Behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done unto me, 

wherewith the LORD hath afflicted me in the day of His fierce anger.

Lam 1:12
3. The Sorrows His Person Suffered for us.

a. His Soul was Sorrowful – My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: 

Matt. 26:38
b.  His Suffered in agony:


Lk. 22:44
Being in an agony He prayed more earnestly: and His sweat was as it were great drops

of blood falling down to the ground.
c. He bore our Sins on the tree – His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree. 
I Pet. 2:24

II. And Acquainted with Grief.
Isa. 53:3
A. What He Was – 

The Man of Sorrows, bearing the Penalty of our Sorrows that came with our Sins on the tree.  See #I above.
B. And He was also Acquainted with our Grief.
1. He was Acquainted (lit. be aware of, i.e. familiar, NIV) with our Grief (infirmities and Sicknesses).

a. The Prophecy: 
Surely He has borne our infirmities and carried our diseases. 
Isa. 53:4, NRSV

b. The Fact: 
That evening they brought to Him many who were possessed with demons; 


and He cast out the spirits with a word, and cured all who were sick…
Mt. 8:16, NRSV
c. The Fulfilment: ... This was to fulfill what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah,


"He took our infirmities and bore our diseases."
Mt. 8:17, NRSV

Thus, the Lord fulfilled this prophecy in His earthly ministry of healing on earth…

2. So that He could Acquaint Himself with our infirmities:
Heb. 4:15
a. For we have not an High Priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; 

but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.


Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace.
Heb. 4:16

b. Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus,
Heb. 10:19-22

By a new and living way, which He hath consecrated for us, through the veil, 


that is to say, His flesh; And having an High Priest over the house of God; Let us draw near…
i. To Remember our Lord Who bore our Sorrows, the Penalty of our Sins on the tree.

ii. To Revere Him – our Man of Sorrows, Substitute, Saviour and Sovereign King.
Man of Sorrows! what a name For the Son of God, who came
Ruined sinners to reclaim. Hallelujah! What a Savior!

Bearing shame and scoffing rude, In my place condemned He stood;

Sealed my pardon with His blood. Hallelujah! What a Savior!
Phil​ip P. Bliss
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
R200
1. Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows:
Isa. 53:4
When quoted as fulfilled in Matt. 8:16 and 17:

When the even was come, they brought unto Him many that were possessed with devils [demons, NRSV]: and He cast out the spirits with His word, and healed all that were sick:

That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, Himself took our infirmities, and bare our sicknesses…
…Has led some to believe that the Lord’s miracles of healing while on earth were His atoning work for the sins of His people, as He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows. 

Two viewpoints surface from this interpretation, viz.

a. That the Lord’s sinless and spotless life on earth was sufficient to atone for our sins.
b. That when the Lord died on the cross He also made atonement for our sicknesses so that we need not be sick.
Do you agree to the above?  REFLECT.

2. The Pulpit Commentary comments on Matt. 8:16, 17 as follows:
The utterance recorded by Origen, “For those that are sick I was sick, and for those that hunger I suffered hunger, and for those that thirst I suffered thirst” (Bishop Westcott, ‘Introd.,’ Appendix C; Resch, ‘Agmpha,’ Log. 47), probably expresses the same thought as our verse, though in the language of Mt 25:35, 36.
The language of Mt. 25:35-40 is as follows:

35For I was an hungered, and ye gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: 

I was a stranger, and ye took me in: 
36Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto me.
37 Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, 

When saw we thee a stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed thee?

39Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and came unto thee?
40And the King shall answer and say unto them, Verily I say unto you, 

Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, 

ye have done it unto me.
What Challenge do the above passage and He was acquainted with grief hold for you this week with regard to your relationship with others as you seek to walk in the footsteps of the Saviour? Are you acquainted with the grief of others too?
