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The Text: 
Behold a Man gluttonous, and a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners.
Mt. 11:19
The Thots: 



Intro.: Jesus had many friends when He was on earth.
A. Jesus, the Friend of Publicans and Sinners 
Matt 11:19

The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say, Behold a man gluttonous, and 
a winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners. But wisdom is justified of her children.
 Cf. Lk. 7:34
1. Jesus’ Reckoned those who accused Him of not dancing to their tune to be children.  
Mt. 11:16, 17

We have piped unto you, and ye have not danced; we have mourned unto you, and ye have not lamented.

2. They Rejected both John and Jesus –
Mt. 11:18, 19a

For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they say, He hath a devil.

 The Son of man came eating and drinking, and they say, Behold a man gluttonous, and a winebibber,

3. They claimed to be Righteous but then Jesus was a Friend of Publicans and Sinners. 
Mt. 18:19b

And Wisdom would prove Jesus Right – Jesus was indeed a Friend of Sinners!

B. Jesus, the Friend of Lazarus
Jn 11:11
He saith unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep.
1. The Report that was sent to Jesus: Lazarus, Jesus’ friend was sick.
11: 1-3


His sisters sent unto Him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom Thou lovest is sick.


2. Jesus’ Reaction: 

a. He Said: His sickness was not unto death, but to the Glory of God and His Son.
11:4

b. He Stayed behind: He abode two days still in the same place where He was.
11:6 cf. 39
c. By this time, Lazarus had died: Our friend Lazarus Sleepeth;
11:11

3. Jesus, the Resurrection: I am the Resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in Me,
11:25


 though he were dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever liveth and believeth in Me shall never die. 
4. With this, Jesus Raised His Friend Lazarus from the dead to life again.
11:43, 44


When He thus had spoken, He cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes…Jesus saith unto them, Loose him, and let him go.

C. Judas, Jesus’ Familiar Friend


1. The O.T. Picture:
Psa 41:9


Mine own familiar friend, in whom I trusted, which did eat of my bread, hath lifted up his heel against me.
Ahithophel, David’s close friend had betrayed him and later hanged himself.  
II Sam. 16:20-17:3, 23
2. The Prediction fulfilled in Judas:
Jn. 13:18, 21, 26
a. The Prediction: I speak not of you all: I know whom I have chosen: but that the scripture 

may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up his heel against me.
b. The Portrayal: When Jesus had thus said, He…said, Verily, verily, I say unto you,

 that one of you shall betray Me. He it is, to whom I shall give a sop, when I have dipped it.

And when He had dipped the sop, he gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon.
3. Thus, Judas the Pal (Friend) of Jesus acted:
Matt 26:50, NRSV
a. He Brought his “friends” along to capture Jesus.
Mt. 26:47, 48
Judas… came, and with him a great multitude… from the chief priests and elders of the people. 
Now he…gave them a sign, saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is He: hold Him fast.

b. He Betrayed Jesus with a kiss.
26:49

And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, master; and kissed Him.

c. But Jesus Beckoned to him and said: Friend, wherefore art thou come? 
26:50


Then came they, and laid hands on Jesus, and took him.


Thus, Jesus was Betrayed by a “friend”!
D.
Jesus’ other Friends for whom He was ready to die.
Jn. 15: 13, 14, 15
1. Jesus was indeed a Friend of Publicans and Sinners – He laid down His life for His friends.
Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.
2. It is a Privilege that Jesus gives to His friends
Jn. 15:15

Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: 
but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of My Father I have made known unto you.

3. Jesus expects His Friends to obey His Commands and Precepts in return. 
Jn. 15:14 


Ye are my friends, if ye do whatsoever I command you.


One command is:
I Cor. 11:24, 25

Take, eat: this is My body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of Me.

This cup is the new testament in My blood: this do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me. 

Jesus! what a Friend for sinners! Jesus! Lover of my soul;
Friends may fail me, foes assail me, He, my Savior, makes me whole.

Hallelujah! what a Savior! Hallelujah! what a Friend!

  Saving, helping, keeping, loving, He is with me to the end.
J. Wil​bur Chap​man
REFLECTIONS FOR THE WEEK
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1. Jesus called Judas “Friend”. Yet this “friend” betrayed Him. Today He still calls us “friends”. 
Do you think that today as His “friends”, we may still betray Him, not in the way Judas did, but perhaps in our conversation and conduct?

Have you ever felt that you have betrayed Him in your life? When and how?
It is good to get them out of your system, confess them because… 

If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
I Jn. 1:9

He does not call us “servants” for “servants” know not the secrets of the Master. 
Henceforth I call you not servants; for the servant knoweth not what his lord doeth: 

but I have called you friends; for all things that I have heard of My Father 
I have made known unto you.
Jn. 15:15
Do you know what He does in your lives? 

Are you conscious of those moments when He intervenes in your life’s actions?

Take some time out this week to recall these special moments and 

REFLECT on His mercies. It will be a good occasion to thank Him then.

2. There is still another aspect that we need to reflect on when Jesus is our Friend.
The hymn writer, Jo​seph M. Scriv​en best expressed it in this classic hymn:

What a Friend we have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer!
O what peace we often forfeit, O what needless pain we bear,
All because we do not carry everything to God in prayer.

Have we trials and temptations? Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged; take it to the Lord in prayer.
Can we find a Friend so faithful who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness; take it to the Lord in prayer.

Are we weak and heavy laden, cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Saviour, still our refuge, take it to the Lord in prayer.
Do your friends despise, forsake you? Take it to the Lord in prayer!
In His arms He’ll take and shield you; you will find a solace there.

Blessed Saviour, Thou hast promised Thou wilt all our burdens bear
May we ever, Lord, be bringing all to Thee in earnest prayer.
Soon in glory bright unclouded there will be no need for prayer
Rapture, praise and endless worship will be our sweet portion there.

Meditate on the sentiments expressed in the hymn above and REFLECT 

on how they can apply to you in your present circumstance.

