R195.  Rumination for November 02, 2008
 
by K.C. Ung
The Theme: The Resurrection

berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.
I Cor. 15:17
The Thots: 



Intro.: The Christian’s Faith is Founded on the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.
A. The Reality of the Resurrection
1. The Enemies took Precautions to ensure it did not take Place though they believed it not Possible.


They took Steps to make Sure the body would not be Stolen.

a. They Secured the tomb with a Seal – made the sepulchre sure, sealing the stone.
Mt. 27:66a
b. They placed Soldiers at the Sepulchre – setting a watch.
Mt. 27:66b
c. They paid Soldiers guarding the tomb to Say His disciples Stole away His body, 
Mt. 28:12-15

in case the body went missing.


They gave large money unto the soldiers, Saying, Say ye, His disciples came by night, 

and stole him away while we slept.

2. But the Empty tomb was Proof that the Person of Jesus was no more Present in the tomb.
a. The Person no more in the tomb was the same as the One Who was Put in there.
i. He was the Jesus of Nazareth Which was crucified.
Mk. 16:6

ii. He was the One Who spake to you when He was yet in Galilee.
Lk. 24:6

b. This same Person was no more there: He is risen!
i. He Predicted it: He is risen, as He said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.
Mt. 28:6
ii. The Place Proved it: He is risen; he is not here: behold the place where they laid him.
M k. 16:6
iii. The Person was really no more there: He is not here, but is risen
Lk. 24:6
B. The Reasons for and the Results of the Resurrection
1. To Prove He had overcome death, the Penalty of Sin – For the wages of sin is death.
Rom. 6:23
2. To Prove He had successfully made the Payment for Sin – 
I Cor. 15:55, 57

O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory?


God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.

3. To Prove that one day we, His Church, will also follow Him Who has set the Precedent (Firstfruits).
a. Now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.
I Cor. 15:20
b. Every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ's at his coming. 15:23
C. The Reactions to the Resurrection
Acts 17:32-34a
And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked: and others said, 
We will hear thee again of this matter…Howbeit certain men clave unto him, and believed.
1. Some Derided the Resurrection – they mocked.
2. Some Deferred an opinion to a later time – We will hear thee again of this matter.
3. Others Decided to believe – Howbeit certain men clave unto him, and believed.

And today many still Do – Deride, Defer or Decide to believe!
See Reflections 1
D. The Relationship based on the Resurrection.
Rom. 6:3-5

Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into His death?

Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism into death: that like as Christ was raised up from the dead…

1. Even so we also should Walk in newness of life – For if we have been planted together

 in the likeness of His death, we shall be also in the likeness of His resurrection.
Rom. 6:4, 5
2. Seek those things are above – if ye then be risen with Christ.
Col. 3:1

E. The Remembrance of Christ’s Resurrection.
I Cor. 11:25b, 26
This do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's death till He come.

1. Is the Remembrance of our Lord to Remember His death only? – do show the Lord's death
See Reflections 2
2. Is our duty to do this only until He Returns?  till He come.

3. Consider there can be no Return after His death, if He had not Risen again from the dead!

4. The Resurrection of Jesus Christ our Lord is an important feature in our Remembrance of Him.

As we remember Him this day, let us not forget that we serve a Risen Saviour.

I serve a risen Saviour, He's in the world today; I know that He is living, whatever men may say.

I see his hand of mercy, I hear His voice of cheer and, just the time I need Him, He's always near.

He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today! He walks with me and talks with me along life's narrow way.

He lives, He lives salvation to impart! You ask me how I know He lives? He lives within my heart.
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1.
And when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked: and others said, 

We will hear thee again of this matter…Howbeit certain men clave unto him, and believed.
Acts 17:32-34a

In Paul’s days, people responded differently to the preaching of the Resurrection.

Today, people too react differently to the truth of the Resurrection. 

There are those who regard it as a myth, as they do the other miracles performed by Jesus Christ.

There are those who reckon it never took place as the Lord Jesus never actually died – 
either an imposter took His place, or He just swooned and was revived by the cool breeze 
in the tomb.

Still others believe the Record but it is not Relevant to their present lifestyle – it is just a historical relic to be buried I the past.

Is the Resurrection of Christ Relevant to you today? If so, in what areas of your life do you think His resurrection should have an impact? REFLECT.

2.
 This do ye, as oft as ye drink it, in remembrance of Me.

For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup,
 ye do show the Lord's death till He come.
I Cor. 11:25, 26
Some believers regard the Lord’s Supper as a remembrance of His death per se. 

The format of the whole service revolves around and focuses on this thought 

to the end that a few have referred to it as a funeral or a memorial service.

Others regard it as a Worship Service with emphasis on the Greatness and Majesty of God and His Redemption Plan. Consequently it is a time of Worship and Praise with little reference to or remembrance of the Lord’s Death.

How do you regard this last request of the Lord to His disciples? How would you prepare yourself this week for the next Lord’s Supper?  REFLECT.
