R194.  Rumination for October 26, 2008
 
by K.C. Ung
The Theme: My Father , Your Father; My God, Your God.
berita-bethel-ung.com
The Text: 
I ascend unto My Father, and your Father; and to My God, and your God.
Jn. 20:17
The Thots: 


Intro.: Father: Establishes a Relationship. God: Encourages a Reverence. 
A. God’s Promise to David in His Covenant.
Psa. 89:26
1. God’s Covenant: I have made a Covenant with my Chosen, I have sworn unto David My servant.
89:3
2. David’s Cry: He shall cry unto Me, Thou art my Father, my God, and the rock of my salvation. 
89:26
3. The Character of the Covenant:
a. It is Personal –

89:34, 35

i. It is Unconditional: My covenant will I not break, nor alter the thing that is gone out of My lips.
89:34

ii. It is Unilateral: Once have I sworn by My holiness that I will not lie unto David
89:35
b. It is Perpetual –  

89:36, 37

His seed shall endure for ever, and his throne as the sun before Me.

It shall be established for ever as the moon, and as a faithful witness in heaven.

B. Jesus’ Personal Cries on the Cross.


1. His First Cry: Father, forgive them; for they know not what they do.
Lk. 23:34
He asked His Father to forgive His enemies of their sins.
2. His Fourth Cry (the middle of seven): My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?
Mt. 27:46
He was Forsaken by His God because of the sins He bore on His own self. 
I Pet. 2:24
Who His own self bare our sins in His own body on the tree
3. His Final Cry: Father, into thy hands I commend My spirit: and…He gave up the ghost.
Lk. 23:46
Having Finished His mission to make atonement for sins; His Spirit returned to the Father.
C. The Risen Jesus Prohibited Mary body Contact with Him.

Jn. 20:17
Jesus saith unto her, Touch Me not; for I am not yet ascended to My Father: but go to My brethren, 
and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.
1. The Restriction: Touch Me not;


2. The Reason: I am not yet ascended to My Father.
3. The Request: go to My brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; 


and to my God, and your God
a. Jesus would Establish a new Relationship between His own and His Father.

b. Jesus would Establish a new Reverence for God Who is Spirit among His own.
Cf. God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.
D. Paul’s Prayers for the Thessalonian Christians after the Risen Jesus had Ascended.
Paul now Encouraged the saints to approach…
God Himself and our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ.
I Thes. 3:11, 12
1. His Encouragement to Love –


a. The Direction to Love: it comes from himself and our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ

3:11

b. The Direction of Love:

3:12a, b
i. Vertically towards God Himself: the Lord make you to increase…in love
ii. Horizontally towards others: the Lord make you to…abound in love one toward another, and…all men
2. The Example of Love:


a. As demonstrated by Paul: even as we do toward you.
I Thes. 3:12c; 
b. As demonstrated by God: Our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and God, even our Father, 


which hath loved us. Cf. God Himself    
 II Thes. 2:16 cf. I Thes 3:11
3. The End of Love:

I Thes. 3:13

a. The Purpose: To the end He may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father.

b. The Period:  at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.
Con. As we worship God, our God, this day let us give thanks to Him, our Father Who gave us His Son to die for our sins, to the end He may stablish [our] hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.
God, our Father, we adore Thee! We, Thy children, bless Thy Name!
Chosen in the Christ before Thee, we are “holy without blame.”
We adore Thee! We adore Thee! Abba’s praises we proclaim!
We adore Thee! We adore Thee! Abba’s praises we proclaim!
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1.
At the end of God’s dealings with His people, Israel, He will restore them to His favour and He will make an everlasting covenant with them where they shall be My people, and I will be their God. (Jer. 32:38).

Behold, I will gather them out of all countries, whither I have driven them in Mine anger, and in My fury, and in great wrath; and I will bring them again unto this place, and I will cause them to dwell safely: And they shall be My people, and I will be their God: And I will give them one heart, and one way, that they may fear Me for ever, for the good of them, and of their children after them:  And I will make an everlasting covenant with them, that I will not turn away from them, to do them good; but I will put my fear in their hearts, that they shall not depart from me. Yea, I will rejoice over them to do them good, and I will plant them in this land assuredly with My whole heart and with My whole soul.  (Jer. 32:37-41)


At the consummation of the ages, God will dwell among men as He envisaged from the beginning until Adam and Eve, our foreparents, disobeyed Him and fell into sin. At this last time, He will restore His redeemed people into favour with Him again.
And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His people, and God himself shall be with them, and be their God. (Rev. 21:3)
While waiting for that day to dawn, let us seek to walk worthy of being His people and He being our God. Can we? REFLECT.
2. 
When Jesus’ disciples told Thomas that the Risen Jesus had appeared to them, and that they had seen Him, he would not believe. He said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into His side, I will not believe. (Jn. 20:25) 

Thus, the next Lord’s Day, the Lord Himself appeared to the disciples again with Thomas present, and said unto Thomas, “Reach hither thy finger, and behold My hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side: and be not faithless, but believing. 

And Thomas answered and said unto him, My Lord and my God. (Jn. 20:27, 28)
What will your reaction be this week if He appears before you and offers to walk with you all the way?  The Lord had said: Thomas, because thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed. (Jn. 20:30)  REFLECT.
